Me, Myself, and Moshe — Devarim’s New
Narrator

Mark Glass

I. Moshe as “Primary Author”
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Deuteronomy 1:1

(1) These are the words that Moses addressed to all Israel on the other side of
the Jordan.—Through the wilderness, in the Arabah near Suph, between
Paran and Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth, and Di-zahab,
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Ramban on Deuteronomy 1:1

Thus Scripture mentioned two things here. [The first thing is:] it stated that
Moses spoke unto the children of Israel, according to all that the Eternal had
commanded him for them, this being an allusion to the commandments which
he would tell them in this book that have not been mentioned thus far in the
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Torah.

And it says that these commandments were exactly as G-d commanded him;
he did not add to, or substract from what he had been commanded. It was
necessary that this be stated because Scripture does not state of them “And
the Eternal spoke unto Moses;” therefore it included them now, [emphasizing]
that they were all according to what he was commanded from the mouth of
the Holy One, blessed be He.
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Abarbanel on Torah, Deuteronomy 1:1

Because Moses himself spoke these words, and the Divine Wisdom, may it be
blessed, saw fit to command that it be written as a book along with the other
parts of the Torah.
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Megillah 31b

The mishna states: On fast days the congregation reads the portion of
blessings and curses (Leviticus, chapter 16), and one may not interrupt the
reading of the curses by having two different people read them. Rather, one
person reads all of them. The Gemara asks: From where are these matters
derived? ... Abaye said: They taught this only with regard to the curses that
are recorded in Leviticus, but with regard to the curses that are recorded
in Deuteronomy, one may interrupt them by having two different people
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read them. What is the reason for this distinction? These curses in Leviticus
are stated in the plural, and Moses pronounced them from the mouth of
the Almighty. As such, they are more severe. However, these curses in
Deuteronomy are stated in the singular, and Moses said them on his own.

II. Moshe as Narrator
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Genesis 1:1

(1) When God began to create heaven and earth—

a. Moshe: Me, Myself, and I
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Deuteronomy 1:1-6

(1) These are the words that Moses addressed to all Israel on the other side of
the Jordan.—Through the wilderness, in the Arabah near Suph, between
Paran and Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth, and Di-zahab, (2) itis eleven days from
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Horeb to Kadesh-barnea by the Mount Seir route. — (3) It was in the fortieth
year, on the first day of the eleventh month, that Moses addressed the
Israelites in accordance with the instructions that 71" had given him for them,
(4) after he had defeated Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt in Heshbon,
and King Og of Bashan, who dwelt at Ashtaroth [and] Edrei. (5) On the other
side of the Jordan, in the land of Moab, Moses undertook to expound this
Teaching. He said: (6) The LORD our God spoke to us at Horeb, saying: You
have stayed long enough at this mountain.
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Deuteronomy 1:9

(9) Thereupon I said to you, “I cannot bear the burden of you by myself.
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Deuteronomy 2:2

(2) Then the LORD said to me:

b. Yitro Erased
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Exodus 18:13-24

(13) Next day, Moses sat as magistrate among the people, while the people
stood about Moses from morning until evening. (14) But when Moses’ father-
in-law saw how much he had to do for the people, he said, “What is this thing
that you are doing to the people? Why do you act alone, while all the people
stand about you from morning until evening?” ... (17) But Moses’ father-in-law
said to him, “The thing you are doing is not right; (18) you will surely wear
yourself out, and these people as well. For the task is too heavy for you; you
cannot do it alone. (19) Now listen to me. I will give you counsel, and God be
with you! You represent the people before God: you bring the disputes before
God, (20) and enjoin upon them the laws and the teachings, and make known
to them the way they are to go and the practices they are to follow. (21) You
shall also seek out, from among all the people, capable individuals who fear
God—trustworthy ones who spurn ill-gotten gain. Set these over them as
chiefs of thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens, and (22) let them judge the
people at all times. Have them bring every major dispute to you, but let them
decide every minor dispute themselves. Make it easier for yourself by letting
them share the burden with you. (23) If you do this—and God so commands
you—you will be able to bear up; and all these people too will go home
unwearied.” (24) Moses heeded his father-in-law and did just as he had said.
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Deuteronomy 1:9-18

(9) Thereupon I said to you, “I cannot bear the burden of you by myself. (10)
The LORD has multiplied you until you are today as numerous as the stars in
the sky.— (11) May the LORD, the God of your ancestors, increase your
numbers a thousandfold, and bless you as promised.— (12) How can I bear
unaided the trouble of you, and the burden, and the bickering! (13) Pick
from each of your tribes candidates who are wise, discerning, and
experienced, and I will appoint them as your heads.” (14) You answered me
and said, “What you propose to do is good.” (15) So I took your tribal leaders,
wise and experienced men, and appointed them heads over you: chiefs of
thousands, chiefs of hundreds, chiefs of fifties, and chiefs of tens, and officials
for your tribes. (16) I charged your magistrates at that time as follows, “Hear
out your fellow Israelites, and decide justly between one party and the other—
be it a fellow Israelite or a stranger. (17) You shall not be partial in judgment:
hear out low and high alike. Fear neither party, for judgment is God’s. And any
matter that is too difficult for you, you shall bring to me and I will hear it.” (18)
Thus Iinstructed you, at that time, about the various things that you should
do.
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c. Who Gave the Orders?
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Numbers 13:1-3

(1) The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, (2) “Send agents to scout the land of
Canaan, which I am giving to the Israelite people; send one participant from
each of their ancestral tribes, each one a chieftain among them.” (3) So Moses,
by the LORD’s command, sent them out from the wilderness of Paran, all of
them being men of consequence, leaders of the Israelites.
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Deuteronomy 1:22-23

(22) Then all of you came to me and said, “Let us send agents ahead to
reconnoiter the land for us and bring back word on the route we shall follow
and the cities we shall come to.” (23) I approved of the plan, and so I selected
from among you twelve participants, one representative from each tribe.
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d. Two Small, But Revealing Examples
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Deuteronomy 1:6

(6) The LORD our God spoke to us at Horeb, saying: You have stayed long
enough at this mountain.
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Deuteronomy 1:1

(1) These are the words that Moses addressed to all Israel on the other side of
the Jordan.—Through the wilderness, in the Arabah near Suph, between
Paran and Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth, and Di-zahab,

RN 0°127 7y 2"

10°y2NW NiNIPRT 93 18D 113m1 NIN2IN 127 10Y °D% .0"12T71 9K (R)
2¥ 17127 °39% 1973 073N 07370 NN 0NY 72°07 172 Dipnd "19°?
:("190 "y) PN

Rashi on Deuteronomy 1:1

(1) 0>7277 77X THESE ARE THE WORDS — Because these are words of reproof
and he is enumerating here all the places where they provoked God to anger,
therefore he suppresses all mention of the matters in which they sinned and
refers to them only by a mere allusion contained in the names of these places
out of regard for Israel (cf. Sifrei Devarim 1:1; Onkelos and Targum Jonathan).).
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