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The Ten Plagues

Making Sense of the Ten Plaques
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When God decided to bring the plagues upon the Egyptians, He initially wanted to begin
with the plague of the firstborn... The Holy One blessed be He said, If | bring the plague
of the firstborn first, [Pharaoh] will send them out [immediately]. Therefore, | will first
bring other plagues upon him...

2) Exodus Rabbah 15:10
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Could God not have rescued Israel from Egypt with the first plague?...

3) Abravanel Shemot 7
D'IXNN 7V NN TA1D DTN INAY KIN DNXA NIDNY 1'RIY DF7RD NNAYNN 1 TO DINNI
N1 DN NN NNRN. NIYINN D' NYY 'Y DNXNT NIYINN 78WY 1YWy nn '9)
N'M DMxN IR DR INDMYN DR TIZN 20 7D (A" R Niny) MR Ind JIRD
AUN' DTY TINTY7 NN IR WK DATRE DT JIR'D DDA AR DRTD NYIN TA01 .00 0T
AN NONN. NN IR AWK NATN D DINA DAY DAT?NY D1 )9Y 0T KINN IRY
7V |T90N2 IR [N NANN Y 'NT Y NynT YRY NN NpYY T 0YYTI9ND AN
D'YIONN NYT7 D'PYVIXD DAY D'YTIONND INQ DT TADI [0 N9 DX 1790 IR NNy
D'DN I'N N'WHIY NONN. D77 NPYX NRX' OWUN D IR (A IRY'T XY DDA D771 Npyxd
q12Ya1 NTYA NTIAY 7221 012721 MINA 7RIY' 1A N NIR NN DPIXNNY 197 YIRN 19Ya
OoYdI My N'n XINY YIXN 19V DX NDN7 DUN DX NNTRN 15y "yl 0y nny
'] 0121 N'NY 2NYN TN NdNN. DT¥2 D2I¥D DNXNY7 'Y D07 19M N1 78w
78W'7 Taywn n'n DMIXNnn TNR 72w '97 AT NN DNNA DR ONINE 91101 I 0NN
N2 NINTD NYIN TAD1 ["2n0n ANDY 1D INTIAY? DN'NINAI DN NRI7I 0N 01011 1IN
NN'N NN NDNN. YRY ] M 0IYNN DY 1D WK DIXD AYIYE DN 7R ANyn
['RI 7R 79 DN DIRXT DR 07712 1'D DY I¥ANY D7 DT NI NZNL KA WX 1T
[271 DNPN DR NIVAY? 7KW 17010 X7 DXYN71 DY DNTIAY NI 1917 D DA QWD NIX
N'DL'NYN N NONN. TR NNXY 7RI 12 Mpnni 12T 0UIXAN Nz NN Nt 72mana
TMMRY D1 INY IR X0 NI0 XY 12 NIX 0'9TANIE 0'9INN ' DYMIYNNY 97 Nt
DI 07D I'NY OWAIY D27 DN7 DNayn DR 70K onxnn (1 X7 D (8" 2" n'wxn)
78I NN 0'WAIMI DYT0N ' DNTIAYA 0N D DA DNn TAR 72 XK' NNU KNI 'Y
DNY7 I'N1 D XINWD N752Nn NYID1 NURNY ['NY DI 1AW 1W1Y] 1271 DN'WIT7 ATTa'm
IN |ANQ 7KW IN DN D'IXAN 'Y 97 TIan AN TR NdAN. O'WIIXNAN NIYVIAYAN
[A D'AX TN DNV XN D7 0'91TAI D'9NNA NRY 717 07172 DAY DDA 1N 9NAKa
.DTANYI DNINY DNIX DMY¥Nl 0'70an D21 NITIZ DY

| welcome all questions and comments: yaelziegler@gmail.com



mailto:yaelziegler@gmail.com

Dr. Yael Ziegler 2
The Ten Plagues

D'MIXANI DWD17 721X RIXN7 NNTR "TAIY 0NN TR 72 7RW'Y 197 N2IRN XD ‘NN Ndnn
75 NI YIRN QWY 7D DR 7ORY N2IRN DNV RN D7 NTWA QWK DNMIRIAN 09T 1N
NI7a0 D D798 JUN2 I'n DN¥N NI722 7R NIFNAY '9%7 quNN N 'oN NoNn. yyn Mo
AN NRDZIY N7IXAN 19021 071y 'Nnd 22N 0DwNN2 (1A Nd'R) TNRY 1D [wNn? 7un
DN NIT DN7 IYYY NI7an 7man?i 21ma QiR Ik qwna on%imnn oyn ('0' 'wer) MR md
'97 NN NON AN N NdNN. DNIAYINA IR NN 7R 1 DY (A" Y nimw) quna
NON NR2 7701 DNYT 1IN 0MIYNNY 971 IRIY MDA 2 DRI N 7R ] IR TR
NIDNA "NAYN 170 17 NN, DTIAYYA DN7 IWYY NY7100 YN 7w NY710 X'y 0NN

.NTN TAD NTA XYY IvInY Nivan 9"y nIRN

4) Devarim 26:8
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With a mighty hand: Two [plagues]. With an outstretched arm: Two [plagues]. With
awesome power: Two [plagues]. With signs: Two [plagues]. And with wonders: Two
[plagues]. These are the ten plagues that God brought on Egypt.

5) Rabbeinu Behaya Shemot 11:1
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Blood and frogs are from the water... Lice and arov are from the dust...

And because he hardened his heart and did not want to release them, [God] brought
from the heavens plagues on their body...pestilence on the bodies of the animals
and... boils on the bodies of the people. And from the air, he also brought hail and
locusts upon the produce of the ground. And they still did not listen after this and so He
brought upon them plagues from the air, namely darkness and loss of life from the
firstborn.
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...For now, | could have stretched forth My hand and stricken you and your people with
pestilence, and you would have been erased from the earth. Nevertheless | have
spared you for this purpose: in order to show you My power, and in order that you should
spread My name throughout the world.
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8) Plaques of Darkness:
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9) Sifrei Devarim 26:
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10) Rashbam Shemot 7:26
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Twice Moses warned Pharaoh — during the first two plagues — but with the third, he did
not warn. And so is the order of all the plagues, during the third plague, he did not warn.
With blood and frogs he warned, with lice he did not. With arov and pestilence he
warned, with boils he did not. With hail and locusts he warned, with darkness he did not.

11) Rabbeinu Bahaya Shemot 10:1
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Moshe would inform [Pharaoh] of the plague and he would warn him once on the Nile
and a second time in his palace... and the reason is ... that he was proud of his Nile
and... he was proud of his palace...
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13) The Third Plague
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14) Pirkei Avot 3:1
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Know from where you came and to where you are going and before whom you will give
a final reckoning. From where did you come? From a fetid drop. And to where are you
going? To a place of dust, worms, and maggots. And before whom will you give a final
reckoning? Before ... the Holy One, blessed be He.
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From where did you come? From a place of darkness. And to where are you going? To
a place of darkness and gloom. And what will be in the future? Dust, worms, and
maggots... What are worms for the living? Lice.

16) Bereishit Rabba 20:5
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... The snake comes to teach about the downfall of Egypt...
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