Did Job Recant?
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Job on 9 Av
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Taanit 30a: All mitzvot practiced by a
mourner are likewise practiced on
the Ninth of Av; ... Itis prohibited to
read from the Torah, from the
Prophets, and from the Writings, or
to study from the Mishna, from the
Gemara, and from midrash, and from
collections of halakhot, and of
aggadot. ... However, . .. they may
read from a text that they are
unaccustomed to reading. And they
may read from the book of
Lamentations; from the book of Job;
and from the prophecies of doom in
Jeremiah.



Difficulties of Job

Inscrutable language Challenging theology



Job 42: Job’s last words
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Therefore, | recant and relent,
Being but dust and ashes

King James: Wherefore | abhor myself,
and repent in dust and ashes.

Revised Standard Version: therefore |
despise myself, and repent in dust and
ashes.



A New
Interpretation

EDWARD L. GREENSTEIN




Job 1
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There was a man in the land of Uz
named Job. That man was blameless
and upright; he feared God and
shunned evil. . .. One day the divine
beings presented themselves before the
LORD, and the Adversary came along
with them. The LORD said to the
Adversary, “Where have you been?”
The Adversary answered the LORD, “I
have been roaming all over the earth.”
The LORD said to the Adversary, “Have
you noticed My servant Job? There is no
one like him on earth, a blameless and
up.rli)ght man who fears God and shuns
evil.
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Job 1 (cont.)
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The Adversary answered the LORD,
“Does Job not have good reason to
fear God? Why, it is You who have
fenced him round, him and his
household and all that he has. You
have blessed his efforts so that his
possessions spread out in the land.
But lay Your hand upon all that he
has, and he will surely blaspheme
You to Your face. The LORD replied to
the Adversary, “See, all that he has is
in your power; only do not lay a
hand on him.”



Job 1 (cont.)
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.. . Another [messenger] came and
said, “Your sons and daughters were
eating and drinking wine in the
house of their eldest brother when
suddenly a mighty wind came from
the wilderness. It struck the four
corners of the house so that it
collapsed upon the young people
and they died; | alone have escaped
to tell you.” Then Job arose, tore his
robe, cut off his hair, and threw
himself on the ground and
worshiped.



Job 1 (cont.)
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He said, “Naked came | out of
my mother’s womb, and
naked shall | return there; the
LORD has given, and the LORD
has taken away; blessed be
the name of the LORD.” For all
that, Job did not sin, nor did
he cast reproach on God.



Job 2
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His wife said to him, “You still
keep your integrity!
Blaspheme God and die!” But
he said to her, “You talk as
any shameless woman might
talk! Should we accept only
good from God and not
accept evil?” For all that, Job
said nothing sinful.



Job 2
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Maimonides, Guide of the Perplexed 3:22

The story of Job, which is extraordinary and marvelous, . . . is a parable,
intended to set forth the opinions of people on Divine Providence. You
know that some of our Sages clearly stated (baba Batra 15a) Job X7
N'N 7WUn X7X X121 X710 never existed and was never created, but
was a parable. Those, on the other hand, who assume that he existed,
and that the book is historical, are unable to determine when and
where Job lived. Some of our Sages say that he lived in the days of the
Patriarchs; others hold that he was a contemporary of Moses; others
place him in the days of David, and again others believe that he was
one of those who returned from the Babylonian exile.



Guide of the Perplexed (cont.)

This difference of opinion supports the assumption that he never
existed in reality. But whether he existed or not, that which is related of
him is an experience of frequent occurrence and is a source of
perplexity to all thinkers. ... Now, according to both opinions, that Job
existed or that he never existed, the prologue—I| mean the discourse of
Satan, that of God addressed to Satan, and the giving-over [of Job to

Satan’s hands]—is indubitably, in the view of everyone endowed with
intellect, a parable.



An example of what Job’s friends say (chapter
8)
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Will God pervert the right? Will
the Almighty pervert justice? If
your sons sinned against Him, He
dispatched them for their
transgression. But if you seek God
and supplicate the Almighty, If you
are blameless and upright, He will
protect you, And grant well-being
to your righteous home. Though
your beginning be small,

In the end you will grow very
great.



An example of an answer by Job (chapter 9)
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Job said in reply: Indeed | know that
it is so: Man cannot win a suit
against God. If he insisted on a trial
with Him, He would not answer one
charge in a thousand. ... Who
commands the sun not to shine;
Who seals up the stars; Who by
Himself spread out the heavens, And
trod on the back of the sea; Who
made the Bear and Orion,

Pleiades, and the chambers of the
south wind; Who performs great
deeds which cannot be fathomed,
And wondrous things without
number



Job 9 (cont.)
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| am blameless—I| am
distraught;

| am sick of life. Itis all
one; therefore | say, “He
destroys the blameless
and the guilty.”



Job and his “friends”
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Job 22: You know that your wickedness
is great, ... You do not give the thirsty
water to drink; You deny bread to the
hungry. The land belongs to the strong;
The privileged occupy it. You have sent
away widows empty-handed; The
strength of the fatherless is broken.
Therefore snares are all around you,
And sudden terrors frighten you,

Job 29: | saved the poor man who cried
out, The orphan who had none to help
him. | received the blessing of the lost;
| gladdened the heart of the widow.



Job compares self to friends (chapter13)
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My eye has seen all this; My ear has
heard and understood it.

What you know, | know also; | am
not less than you.

Indeed, | would speak to the
Almighty; | insist on arguing with
God.

But you invent lies; All of you are
qguacks.

If you would only keep quiet It would
be considered wisdom on your part.



Job 42: God’s last words
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The LORD said to Eliphaz
the Temanite, “l am
incensed at you and your
two friends, for you have
not spoken the truth
about Me as did My
servant Job.”



Talmudic attempts to find what Job “did
wrong” (Baba Batra 16a)
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Rav says: Dust should be put in the mouth
of Job, may one act as if he is in a friendship
with Heaven? But, Job said: “There is no
arbiter between us, who may lay his hand
upon us both” (Job 9:33). Job also said: “I
have made a covenant with my eyes not to
gaze upon a virgin?” (Job 31:1). Rava says:
Dust should be put in the mouth of Job for
saying this; he did not look at other women,
but Abraham did not even look at his own
wife. . . Job further said: “As the cloud is
consumed and vanishes away, so he who
goes down to the grave shall come up no
more” (Job 7:9). Rava says: From here it
may be inferred that Job denied the
resurrection of the dead.



God and Job at the end of the book (chapter
38)
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Then the LORD replied to Job out
of the tempest and said:

Who is this who darkens counsel,
Speaking without knowledge?
Gird your loins like a man; | will
ask and you will inform Me.

Where were you when | laid the
earth’s foundations?

Speak if you have understanding



God and Job at the end of the book (chapter
40)
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The LORD said in reply to Job. Shall
one who should be disciplined
complain against Shaddai? He who
arraigns God must respond. Job said
in reply to the LORD: See, | am of
small worth; what can | answer You?
| clap my hand to my mouth. | have
spoken once, and will not reply;
Twice, and will do so no more. Then
the LORD replied to Job out of the
tempest and said: Gird your loins like
a man; | will ask, and you will inform
Me. Would you impugn My justice?
Would you condemn Me that you
may be right?
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Raymond Scheindlin: One who brings Shaddai to court
should fight! He who charges a God should speak.

Edward Greenstein: Should one who censures charge
Shaddai? Should Eloah answer an accuser?

NJPS: Shall one who should be censured complain
against Shaddai?



Job 42 (Job’s last speech)
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God and Job at the end of the book (chapter
38)
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Then the LORD replied to Job out
of the tempest and said:

Who is this who darkens counsel,
Speaking without knowledge?
Gird your loins like a man; | will
ask and you will inform Me.

Where were you when | laid the
earth’s foundations?

Speak if you have understanding



Job 40

TY~0Y 290 NN ARKTIIN D [V

M NN QPN V'] DY AN NDINn et
TNY T Q'YK N C'D7R [0 NN
D' NJYN N7 'TNAT NOX :'9° in%
NVO N AFX NN "NV 9'0IX K7
A7XYUN Y70 1222 KTITN 0N
NY'YIN 'YOYUN 19N XD YT
PT¥M YNy

The LORD said in reply to Job. Shall
one who should be disciplined
complain against Shaddai? He who
arraigns God must respond. Job said
in reply to the LORD: See, | am of
small worth; what can | answer You?
| clap my hand to my mouth. | have
spoken once, and will not reply;
Twice, and will do so no more. Then
the LORD replied to Job out of the
tempest and said: Gird your loins like
a man; | will ask, and you will inform
Me. Would you impugn My justice?



Robert Alter: Job begins by a recognition of God’s
omnipotence, though it might be noted that he had
conceded this attribute all along . . . raising doubts
not about divine power but about divine justice.

9 Y
O 53.77_3 nT D Job is directly quoting God. He does this in order to
NnyT ’53 Xy grant the validity of God’s challenge to him.

: S
Nb'l n72n TD? Edward Greenstein: Parodying the divine discourse
ﬂ]NbDJ 17AN through mimicry, Job expresses disdain toward the
" - deity and pity toward humankind (and not

SJ]N Nb\ ’37373 acquiescence).



NN 1Y IDY) PAVAY IR-YRY?

TN NYNY 'Y NNDXY 7D |0 AT AN

.7 20!

'DIX 791 N7 I D2 'MYT! DAY 2
.0dnN

XX D2INI 2T Y X "IN DX 2
Yonuy

77N N9 WY 790 DNX DN T
0072

D27 'nNd HYMINDA ¥AND A ' N
.NNINY

Job 13: My eye has seen all this; My
ear has heard and understood it.

What you know, | know also; | am
not less than you.

Indeed, | would speak to the
Almighty; | insist on arguing with
God.

But you invent lies; All of you are
qguacks.

If you would only keep quiet It would
be considered wisdom on your part.



Job 42 (Job’s last speech)
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now there will be no barrier for them in all that they scheme to do!
(Everett Fox)

Greenstein: Job speaks of the deity in the disdainful terms that God
had spoken about the builders of the Tower of Babel (Gen 11:6).
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NJPS: Therefore, | recant and relent, being but dust and ashes.

Edward Greenstein: That is why | am fed up; | take pity on “dust and ashes”
(=humanity).
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Greenstein: I'm fed up! | won’t live forever! Stop (tormenting) me! For
my days are mere breath.

NJPS: | am sick of it; | shall not live forever. Let me be, for my days are a
breath.
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Two translations of Job’s last speech

NJPS: | know that You can do everything,
'Yl'hat nothing You propose is impossible for
ou.

Who is this who obscures counsel without
knowledge?

Indeed, | spoke without understanding Of
things beyond me, which | did not know.

Hear now, and | will speak; | will ask, and
You will inform me.

| had heard You with my ears, But now | see
You with my eyes;

Therefore, | recant and relent, Being but
dust and ashes

Greenstein: | have known you are able to do
all; That you cannot be blocked from any
scheme.

“Who is hiding counsel without
knowledge?”

Truly I've spoken without comprehending—
Wonders beyond me that | do not know.
[Greenstein: a mock concession.]

“Hear now and | will speak! | will ask you,
and you will help me know.”

As a hearing by the ear | have heard you,
and now my eye has seen you.

That is Why | am fed up; | take pity on “dust
and ashes”!
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