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Are Pesach Guides Getting Stricter? 

 

 
1) Dr. Haym Soloveitchik, “Rupture and Reconstruction,” Tradition (1994) 
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2) Rabbi Avrohom Blumenkrantz, Original Pesach Bulletin (1977) 
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3) Selected passages from later R. Blumenkrantz guides 

 

Packing Peanuts 

“Up until now, packing peanuts were produced from a petroleum base (Styrofoam). Today 

orders may be packed with soluble peanuts. Just hold them over the faucet and they will be gone 

before you know it unlike petroleum-based peanuts that overflow in landfills for generations. 

Made from corn and wheat, the new peanuts do not have a trace of chemicals that could hurt the 

environment when they dissolve. Therefore, one should not possess them on Pesach and surely 

not dissolve them in the Pesachdike sinks of the house.” 

 

Cleaning tips 

“Shine your chandelier in a flash. Turn it off, spread layers of newspaper beneath it and then 

spray with an ammonia and water solution (again, 50-50 mixture works best). The dirt will drip 

away. Clean off any dirt streaks with a soft cloth.” 
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Constipation 

“We suggest that those who suffer from constipation should eat whole-wheat matzos. Whole 

wheat is rich in fiber, which could relieve constipation. You can also use prune juice (kosher 

l’Pesach) or eat papaya.” 

 

4) Women’s Branch of the Orthodox Union Guide (1933) 
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5) Yeshara Gold, “Just a Week to Go” (1987) 

 

 
 

 

6) Mishna Berura, Orach Chayim 442:7 

 

ודוקא כשיש בין הכל כזית דאז הכלי מצרפו אבל כשלא נשאר בין הכל כזית  -לג( ואם לאו חייב לבער )
הפוסקים בזה דדעת הרבה פוסקים דאפילו פחות מכזית צריך אכן באמת יש מחלוקת בין ...א"צ לבערו 

 ביעור ודוקא כשראוי לאכילה קצת אבל אם היה מטונף קצת ופחות מכזית א"צ לבער לכו"ע
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7) Preparing for Passover, Program Department, Community Service Division, Yeshiva 

University (1955) 

 

  
 

8) Kashrus Magazine (1993) 

 

 

 

 

9) Rabbi Yitzchak Berkovits, “Passover Cleaning: How to Guide” (Aish.com, circa 2000) 

 

“The only kind of crumb that’s problematic is one you'd pick up with your finger and put on 

your tongue. So leftover crumbs from the table are in fact "chametz." Leftover crumbs on the 

floor, which you wouldn't eat, are garbage. Therefore, any crumb that you would consider dirt 

(and is smaller than a kezayit) does not have to be gotten rid of.” 
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10) Kezayit Chart – 1976 vs. Contemporary OU Guide 
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11) R. Dovid Feinstein, Sefer Kol Dodi (1970) 

 

 
  

 
 

12) R. Hadar Margolin, “K’zayit. Just an Olive?” OU Guide (2020) 

 

“The reason we have become accustomed to consuming so much matzah is, of course, the 

presumed halachic size of a k’zayit. Conventional wisdom has come to accept this as quite large 

and the result is an amount that many people find challenging. 

 

I’d like to present another side to this halacha and offer a perfectly legitimate alternative. … 

Accordingly, when seeking to define the size of a k’zayit, I need look no further than my local 

olive tree. That, and that alone, is the determining factor. Simply stated: “olive’’ = olive.” 

 

13) Natan Slifkin, Rationalist Matzah/Maror Chart 

 

 
 

 



--9-- 
 

14) OU Pesach “Socio-Drama” (1959) 
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15) Pesach Hotel Ad (2020) 

 

  
 

For further reading: Yosef Lindell “Think Passover Guides Are Getting Stricter? Think 

Again,” The Lehrhaus (April 2, 2020), https://thelehrhaus.com/timely-thoughts/think-passover-

guides-are-getting-stricter-think-again/  
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