Things Fall Apart: Pilegesh B’Gibeah

Rachel Sharansky Danziger * March 20th 2023 * Houses, Divided: Families in Judges #8

1: Reunion and hospitality

Judges 19:1-10

(1) In those days, when there was no king in Israel, a
Levite residing at the other end of the hill country of
Ephraim took to himself a concubine from Bethlehem in
Judah. (2) Once his concubine deserted him, leaving him
for her father’s house in Bethlehem in Judah; and she
stayed there a full four months. (3) Then her husband set
out, with an attendant and a pair of donkeys, and went
after her to woo her and to win her back. She admitted
him into her father’s house; and when the girl’s father
saw him, he received him warmly.

(4) His father-in-law, the girl’s father, pressed him, and he
stayed with him three days; they ate and drank and
lodged there. (5) Early in the morning of the fourth day,
he started to leave; but the girl’s father said to his son-in-
law, “Eat something to give you strength, then you can
leave.” (6) So the two of them sat down and they feasted
together. Then the girl’s father said to the man, “Won’t
you stay overnight and enjoy yourself?” (7) The man
started to leave, but his father-in-law kept urging him
until he turned back and spent the night there. (8) Early in
the morning of the fifth day, he was about to leave, when
the girl’s father said, “Come, have a bite.” The two of
them ate, dawdling until past noon. (9) Then the man, his
concubine, and his attendant started to leave. His father-
in-law, the girl’s father, said to him, “Look, the day is
waning toward evening; do stop for the night. See, the
day is declining; spend the night here and enjoy yourself.
You can start early tomorrow on your journey and head
for home.”

(10) But the man refused to stay for the night. He set out
and traveled as far as the vicinity of Jebus—that is,
Jerusalem; he had with him a pair of laden donkeys, and
his concubine was with him.»

-0 RV
PR 7701 0707 070227 (R)

"7 702772 73 2 YR 1771 2R3

TAn WID MPN127MRn 00N
Wy "oy mm () - ong
NA79K 772N 298 IARR 77m
YW 07 oY Im T onp
TR T AR O () (DT
[Fwi?] 02°win?) n2?-2y 1277
PRATNT2M 0700 TR 2y 1Y
MR Y30 AR TN PN
"NNIR?

22 MY AR N 127pI (7)
127971 N 19N 02 NWDY AN
MR Y177 0120 (1) oY
Y30 "8 N N2 0P 133
I O7ND 7137 Ty f1n07oN
T2 D3 29K° 3207 (1) 4520
UIRTTON TV TAN TN 3T
O3 (1) #7272 30771 1721 RY™oXin
T2 2w INM1271¥0M N UONT
YA o2 1722 0w (M) oY
'RITTYO AT AN 1R NIYY
O NiPITTY TN 1237
NJP2"WRT 07 () DY 129K

AN 130T 17 R 1y W2 0 NI

-11°% 2i1y? o Mo R M Twan
7225 2p>1ne 177 oivn nian M X3
D271 023777 0% 0RRY )
27N

pral=ralird g o= e i iY
Y1 0oRw? Ko7 0127 M1 TY N2
dny Wi e 0w oing my



https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.19.1-10
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.19.1-10

2. Rebecca in the background

Genesis 24:49-61

(49) And now, if you mean to treat my master with true
kindness, tell me; and if not, tell me also, that | may turn
right or left.” (50) Then Laban and Bethuel answered, “The
matter was decreed by 71'; we cannot speak to you bad or
good. (51) Here is Rebekah before you; take her and go,
and let her be a wife to your master’s son, as 11 has
spoken.” (52) When Abraham’s servant heard their words,
he bowed low to the ground before 73'. (53) The servant
brought out objects of silver and gold, and garments, and
gave them to Rebekah; and he gave presents to her brother
and her mother...(55) But her brother and her mother said,
“Let the maiden remain with us some ten days; then you
may go.” (56) He said to them, “Do not delay me, now that
' has made my errand successful. Give me leave that | may
go to my master.” (57) And they said, “Let us call the girl
and ask for her reply.” (58) They called Rebekah and said to
her, “Will you go with this man ?” And she said, “l will.” (59)
So they sent off their sister Rebekah and her nurse along
with Abraham’s servant and his entourage. (60) And they

blessed Rebekah and said to her, “O sister! May you grow
Into thousands of myriads; May your descendants seize The
gates of their foes.” (61) Then Rebekah and her maids
arose, mounted the camels, and followed the man. So the
servant took Rebekah and went his way.

3: Closed doors
Judges 19:11-15
(11) Since they were close to Jebus, and the day was very
far spent, the attendant said to his master, “Let us turn
aside to this town of the Jebusites and spend the night in
it.” (12) But his master said to him, “We will not turn aside
to a town of aliens who are not of Israel, but will continue
to Gibeah. (13) Come,” he said to his attendant, “let us
approach one of those places and spend the night either in
Gibeah or in Ramah.” (14) So they traveled on, and the sun
set when they were near Gibeah of Benjamin. (15) They
turned off there and went in to spend the night in Gibeah.
He went and sat down in the town square, but nobody took
them indoors to spend the night.
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4: Stumbling into Sodom

Judges 19:16-21

(16) In the evening, an old man came along from his
property outside the town.< (This man hailed from the hill
country of Ephraim and resided at Gibeah, where the
townspeople were Benjaminites.) (17) He happened to see
the wayfarer in the town square. “Where,” the old man
inquired, “are you going to, and where do you come
from?” (18) He replied, “We are traveling from Bethlehem
in Judah to the other end of the hill country of Ephraim.
That is where | live. | made a journey to Bethlehem of
Judah, and now | am on my way to the House of the LORD,
«and nobody has taken me indoors. (19) We have both
bruised straw and feed for our donkeys, and bread and
wine for me and your handmaid, and for the attendant
with your servants.- We lack nothing.” (20) “Rest easy,”
said the old man. “Let me take care of all your needs. Do
not on any account spend the night in the square.” (21)
And he took him into his house. He mixed fodder for the
donkeys; then they bathed their feet and ate and drank.

Genesis 19:2

he said, “Please, my lords, turn aside to your servant’s
house to spend the night, and bathe your feet; then you
may be on your way early.” But they said, “No, we will
spend the night in the square.”

Genesis 19:4-8

They had not yet lain down, when the town council [and]
the militia of Sodom —insignificant and influential alike,
the whole assembly without exception—gathered about
the house. And they shouted to Lot and said to him,
“Where are the ones who came to you tonight? Bring
them out to us, that we may be intimate with them.” So
Lot went out to them to the entrance, shut the door
behind him, and said, “l beg you, my friends, do not
commit such a wrong. Look, | have two daughters who
have not known a man. Let me bring them out to you, and
you may do to them as you please; but do not do anything
to the others, since they have come under the shelter of
my roof.”
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5: Closed ears, closed hearts
Judges 19:22-25 n”2-272:10”° DLW
(22) While they were enjoying themselves, the men of the WX T3m D27 nX 0°2°0°n K (22)
town, a depraved lot, had gathered about the house and n72m7nK 1301 P¥¥92712 IR
were pounding on the door. They called to the aged wNTOR AN N0y 07pRTNn
owner of the house, “Bring out the man who has come WIXTTNN NYIT K7 TRt 020 Pya
into your house, so that we can be intimate with him.” NX™1 (32) 3YT3 022778 N2TIWN
(23) The owner of the house went out and said to them, O?X MRKM 0727 220N 09X
“Please, my friends, do not commit such a wrong. Since N2 IR K3 W1079K IROX
this man has entered my house, do not perpetrate this P20 MR WYA2R “NP27ON T UNT]
outrage. (24) Look, here is my virgin daughter, and his WYE22Y TN27 “N2Tan (12) NN
concubine. Let me bring them out to you. Have your 077 WY1 ONIN YT DI RITIRCRIR
pleasure of them, do what you like with them; but don’t 127 1yn K2 I UK 0°1y2 2107
do that outrageous thing to this man.” (25) But the men DWIR ANND] (712) NN 23
would not listen to him, so the man seized his concubine N¥*) W27 02w R pim 12 ypw?
and pushed her out to them. They raped her and abused MRPPYNN ANIN T YN O oN
her all night long until morning; and they let her go when (M2y3) TTPY) 10Ty 12720703
dawn broke. Y [N12y2]

Judges 19:26-30 ’5-179:1"7 DWW
(26) Toward morning the woman came back; and as it was oM pan ninh nwND Xam (12)

growing light, she collapsed at the entrance of the man’s 7Y O PHINTIWN WONTTP2 NNR
house where her husband was. (27) When her husband TR 7932 17X 0% (12) INT
arose in the morning, he opened the doors of the house and 1311 12777 N7 R¥1 0720 ninyT
went out to continue his journey; and there was the N7a7 NN n3o1 W7D YNy
woman, his concubine, lying at the entrance of the house, TN IR (M2) R0y 17T
with her hands on the threshold. (28) “Get up,” he said to YR MY PR 1220 i
her, “let us go.” But there was no reply. So the man placed (03) +ippn? 7221 WINT O 1T
her on the donkey and set out for home. (29) When he "NZIRRATNIR M7 IN°2758 KA
came home, he picked up a knife, and took hold of his ThRYy? NN wi2°02 pinn
concubine and cut her up limb by limb into twelve parts. He 77 222 77707 0001 0y 0w/
sent them throughout the territory of Israel. (30) And MR T2 M (7) ORI
everyone who saw it cried out, “Never has such a thing nf*n? NI TINNITR) TR
happened or been seen from the day the Israelites came out T DR TIRR PR3 Ny
of the land of Egypt to this day! Put your mind to this; take 18y 2y 027V i On
counsel and decide.” {8} 473

Genesis 22:10-11 N»"-"9:2”2 NOWNA2
(10) And Abraham picked up the knife to slay his son. NIXRA"NX MR~ 712" NX'07728 1207 ()
(11) Then a messenger of 11" called to him from heaven: TAR?R RN NP7 (X0) 127NN unw?
“Abraham! Abraham!” And he answered, “Here | am.” AR DTN 1 OT12K RR DREITN
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6: Torn bodies, grotesque reunion

Judges 20:1
(1) Thereupon all the Israelites—from Dan to Beer-sheba and

[from] the land of Gilead—marched forth, and the
community assembled to a man before the LORD at Mizpah.

Judges 20:18

(18) They proceeded to Bethel and inquired of God;
the Israelites asked, “Who of us shall advance first to
fight the Benjaminites?” And the LORD replied, “Judah
first.”

7: Yiphtach’s fate blown large

Judges 21:1-12

(1) Now the men of Israel had taken an oath at Mizpah:
“None of us will give his daughter in marriage to a
Benjaminite.” (2) The people came to Bethel and sat there
before God until evening. They wailed and wept bitterly, (3)
and they said, “O LORD God of Israel, why has this happened
in Israel, that one tribe must now be missing from Israel?”..(5)
The Israelites asked, “Is there anyone from all the tribes of
Israel who failed to come up to the assembly before the
LORD?” For a solemn oath had been taken concerning anyone
who did not go up to the LORD at Mizpah: “He shall be put to
death.” (6) The Israelites now relented toward their kinsmen
the Benjaminites, and they said, “This day one tribe has been
cut off from Israel! (7) What can we do to provide wives for
those who are left, seeing that we have sworn by the LORD
not to give any of our daughters to them in marriage?” (8)
They inquired, “Is there anyone from the tribes of Israel who
did not go up to the LORD at Mizpah?” Now no one from
Jabesh-gilead had come to the camp, to the assembly. (9) For,
when the roll of the troops was taken, not one of the
inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead was present. (10) So the
assemblage dispatched 12,000 of the warriors, instructing
them as follows: “Go and put the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead
to the sword, women and children included. (11) This is what
you are to do: Proscribe every man, and every woman who
has known a man carnally.” (12) They found among the
inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead 400 maidens who had not known
a man carnally; and they brought them to the camp at Shiloh,
which is in the land of Canaan.
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8: No way out?
Judges 21:16-25
(16) So the elders of the community asked, “What
can we do about wives for those who are left, since
the women of Benjamin have been killed off?” (17)
For they said, “There must be a saving remnant for
Benjamin, that a tribe may not be blotted out of
Israel; (18) yet we cannot give them any of our
daughters as wives,” since the Israelites had taken
an oath: “Cursed be anyone who gives a wife to
Benjamin!” (19) They said, “The annual feast of the
LORD is now being held at Shiloh.” (It lies north of
Bethel, east of the highway that runs from Bethel
to Shechem, and south of Lebonah.) (20) So they
instructed the Benjaminites as follows: “Go and lie
in wait in the vineyards. (21) As soon as you see
the girls of Shiloh coming out to join in the dances,
come out from the vineyards; let each of you seize
a wife from among the girls of Shiloh, and be off
for the land of Benjamin...(25) In those days there
was no king in Israel; everyone did as he pleased.

| Samuel 1:1

(1) There was a man from Ramathaim of the Zuphites,

in the hill country of Ephraim, whose name was
Elkanah son of Jeroham son of Elihu son of Tohu son
of Zuph, an Ephraimite.

| Samuel 16:1

(1) And the LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you
grieve over Saul, since | have rejected him as king
over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and set out; | am
sending you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for | have
decided on one of his sons to be king.”
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