A Parody on Piety: Micha’s Broken Home

Rachel Sharansky Danziger * March 13th 2023 * Houses, Divided: Families in Judges #7

1: The Promise of reconciliation

Judges 17:1-6

(1) There was a man in the hill country of Ephraim whose
name was Micah. (2) He said to his mother, “The eleven
hundred shekels of silver that were taken from you, so that
you uttered an imprecation which you repeated in my
hearing—I have that silver; | took it.” “Blessed of the LORD
be my son,” said his mother.

(3) He returned the eleven hundred shekels of silver to his
mother; but his mother said, “I herewith consecrate the
silver to the LORD, transferring it to my son to make a
sculptured image and a molten image. | now return it to
you.” (4) So when he gave the silver back to his mother, his
mother took two hundred shekels of silver and gave it to a
smith. He made of it a sculptured image and a molten
image, which were kept in the house of Micah. (5) Now the
man Micah had a house of God; he had made an ephod
and teraphim and he had inducted one of his sons to be his
priest.

(6) In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did
as he pleased.

Rashi on Judges 17:3:2

| expressly consecrated the silver, from my hand to my
son's. | resolved to deliver it from my hand to yours for
the purpose of making an image and a molten figure.
Give it to me now, so that | may return it from my hand
to you. Some say that this woman was Delilah, since
Scripture specifies eleven hundred pieces of silver.
However, they are in error, as Michah preceded
Shimshon by many years. But the episodes are
juxtaposed because of the corrupt silver, which was of
equal value in each of the incidents. The silver inflicted
injury in both cases.
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2. Levite and priest, father and son
Judges 17:7-13 A70="1:1 RUEIW
(7) There was a young man from Bethlehem of 7 737°"03? n*an Wi~ (1)
Judah, from the clan seat of Judah; he was a 7% NI T NNRwnRn
Levite and had resided there as a sojourner. (8)  yi¥kiy 9% (1) 0w NI
This man had left the town of Bethlehem of MY I—“-”l—pnﬂb n*an qiwn'
J.udah to take up r.esidence wherever he could 0™IDN™17 K17 R¥? N2
fl;’ld z.;\ plr?Fe. :nrl]'n”s way, he c?mehto.the house 4977 Ny oM N%2-Ty
of Micah inthe hillcountry of Ephrair. (9) T pyg5 sy (o
ere do you come from? icah asked him. . .
> 00 , YJIN M2 PHN KM Nian
He replied, “I am a Levite from Bethlehem of L A "
: : 777 °0IN) TN an? noan
Judah, and | am traveling to take up residence TR T
. " (10 @ . TR () RFAN WK 7
wherever | can find a place.” (10) “Stay with ;,7 | e e 17
9= 9=y 9
me,” Micah said to him, “and be a father and a -r'-'m: -my rll;ftp‘ﬂ; R
priest to me, and | will pay you ten shekels of 2NN DI 17571 2N

silver a year, an allowance of clothing, and T 07282 My
your food.” The Levite went.™ (11) The Levite Mkl il iailiskgt o
agreed to stay with the man, and the youth “NX NIYY 177 XN ()

became like one of his own sons. (12) Micah TIND 27930 7 UONE
inducted the Levite, and the young man NN K71 (2) 733N
became his priest and remained in Micah’s 1192 a9 N T
shrine. (13) “Now | know,” Micah told himself, RN () +712°0 1722 07
“that the LORD will prosper me, since the 2P RYT ARY M9
Levite has become my priest.” {o) :1.'73’?' u’?ﬁ ’.,;?"_'TZD 73 .

Rashi on Judges 17:7:1 N0 2OUDI Y 0w
Of the clan of Yehudah. He was a Leivi ONT IR 12 KT L7900 nnawnn
maternally. However, the Rabbis :(2 VP NINA NX23) 1NX 11PN
interpret that, because he behaved like NIAW OWIN Owyn wyw *a>
Menasheh, who was descended from AT DARWNN WA AT
Yehudah, he is described as "of the clan 11°37 FWR 12 D113 12 % I
of Yehudah." He was actually a Leivi, the
son of Gershom, son of our master
Moshe, as stated explicitly below,
"Yehonasan, son of Gershom, etc."
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3: The promise of teshuva

Judges 18:1-6

(1) In those days there was no king in Israel, and in
those days the tribe of Dan was seeking a territory in
which to settle; for to that day no territory had fallen to
their lot among the tribes of Israel. (2) The Danites sent
out five of their number, from their clan seat at Zorah
and Eshtaol—valiant men—to spy out the land and
explore it. “Go,” they told them, “and explore the
land.” When they had advanced into the hill country of
Ephraim as far as the house of Micah, they stopped
there for the night. (3) While in the vicinity of Micah’s
house, they recognized the speech of the young Levite,
so they went over and asked him, “Who brought you to
these parts? What are you doing in this place? What is
your business here?” (4) He replied, “Thus and thus
Micah did for me—he hired me and | became his
priest.” (5) They said to him, “Please, inquire of God;
we would like to know if the mission on which we are
going will be successful.” (6) “Go in peace,” the priest
said to them, “the LORD views with favor the mission
you are going on.”

Judges 18:7-10

(7) The five men went on and came to Laish. They
observed the people in it dwelling carefree, after the
manner of the Sidonians, a tranquil and unsuspecting
people, with no one in the land to molest them and
with no hereditary ruler.» Moreover, they were distant
from the Sidonians and had no dealings with anybody.
(8) When [the men] came back to their kinsmen at
Zorah and Eshtaol, their kinsmen asked them, “How
did you fare?” (9) They replied, “Let us go at once and
attack them! For we found that the land was very
good, and you are sitting idle! Don’t delay; go and
invade the land and take possession of it, (10) for God
has delivered it into your hand. When you come, you
will come to an unsuspecting people; and the land is
spacious and nothing on earth is lacking there.”
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4: Righting a wrong

Numbers 14:6-10

(6) And Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of
Jephunneh, of those who had scouted the
land, rent their clothes (7) and exhorted the
whole Israelite community: “The land that
we traversed and scouted is an exceedingly
good land. (8) If the LORD is pleased with us,
He will bring us into that land, a land that
flows with milk and honey, and give it to us;
(9) only you must not rebel against the
LORD. Have no fear then of the people of the
country, for they are our prey: their
protection has departed from them, but the
LORD is with us. Have no fear of them!” (10)
As the whole community threatened to pelt
them with stones, the Presence of the LORD
appeared in the Tent of Meeting to all the
Israelites.
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7: Institutionalizing an error

Deuteronomy 12:5-8

(5) but look only to the site that the LORD
your God will choose amidst all your tribes
as His habitation, to establish His name
there. There you are to go, (6) and there you
are to bring your burnt offerings and other
sacrifices, your tithes and contributions,
your votive and freewill offerings, and the
firstlings of your herds and flocks. (7)
Together with your households, you shall
feast there before the LORD your God,
happy in all the undertakings in which the
LORD your God has blessed you. (8) You
shall not act at all as we now act here, every
man as he pleases,
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5: Another thieving son

Judges 18:11-21

(11) They departed from there, from the clan
seat of the Danites, from Zorah and Eshtaol, six
hundred strong, girt with weapons of war.. (13)
From there they passed on to the hill country of
Ephraim and arrived at the house of Micah. (14)
Here the five men who had gone to spy out the
Laish region remarked to their kinsmen, “Do you
know, there is an ephod in these houses, and
teraphim, and a sculptured image and a molten
image? Now you know what you have to do.”
(15) So they turned off there and entered the
home of the young Levite at Micah’s house and
greeted him. (16) The six hundred Danite men,
girt with their weapons of war, stood at the
entrance of the gate, (17) while the five men who
had gone to spy out the land went inside and
took the sculptured image, the ephod, the
teraphim, and the molten image. The priest was
standing at the entrance of the gate, and the six
hundred men girt with their weapons of war, (18)
while those men entered Micah’s house and took
the sculptured image, the molten image, the
ephod, and the household gods.™ The priest said
to them, “What are you doing?” (19) But they
said to him, “Be quiet; put your hand on your
mouth! Come with us and be our father and
priest. Would you rather be priest to one man’s
household or be priest to a tribe and clan in
Israel?” (20) The priest was delighted. He took
the ephod, the household gods, and the
sculptured image, and he joined the people. (21)
They set out again, placing the children, the
cattle, and their household goods in front.
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6: Might makes right
Judges 18:22-31
(22) They had already gone some distance from
Micah’s house, when the men in the houses near
Micah’s mustered and caught up with the
Danites. (23) They called out to the Danites, who
turned around and said to Micah, “What’s the
matter? Why have you mustered?” (24) He said,
“You have taken my priest and the gods that |
made, and walked off! What do | have left? How
can you ask, ‘What’s the matter’?” (25) But the
Danites replied, “Don’t do any shouting at us, or
some desperate men might attack you, and you
and your family would lose your lives.” (26) So
Micah, realizing that they were stronger than he,
turned back and went home; and the Danites
went on their way,

(27) taking the things Micah had made and the
priest he had acquired. They proceeded to Laish,
a people tranquil and unsuspecting, and they put
them to the sword and burned down the town.
(28) There was none to come to the rescue, for it
was distant from Sidon and they had no dealings
with anyone; it lay in the valley of Beth-rehob.
They rebuilt the town and settled there, (29) and
they named the town Dan, after their ancestor
Dan who was Israel’s son. Originally, however, the
name of the town was Laish. (30) The Danites set
up the sculptured image for themselves; and
Jonathan son of Gershom son of Manasseh, and
his descendants, served as priests to the Danite
tribe until the land went into exile. (31) They
maintained the sculptured image that Micah had
made throughout the time that the House of God
stood at Shiloh.
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