Variations on Abandonment: Yiphtach’s Fate

Rachel Sharansky Danziger * February 20th 2023 * Houses, Divided: Families in Judges #5

1: God’s abandonment

Judges 10:6-16

(6) The Israelites again did what was offensive to
the LORD. They served the Baalim and the
Ashtaroth, and the gods of Aram, the gods of Sidon,
the gods of Moab, the gods of the Ammonites, and
the gods of the Philistines; they forsook the LORD
and did not serve Him. (7) And the LORD, incensed
with Israel, surrendered them to the Philistines and
to the Ammonites. (8) That year they battered and
shattered the Israelites—for eighteen years—all the
Israelites beyond the Jordan, in [what had been]
the land of the Amorites in Gilead. (9) The
Ammonites also crossed the Jordan to make war on
Judah, Benjamin, and the House of Ephraim. Israel
was in great distress.

(10) Then the Israelites cried out to the LORD, “We
stand guilty before You, for we have forsaken our
God and served the Baalim.”

(11) But the LORD said to the Israelites, “[I have
rescued you] from the Egyptians, from the
Amorites, from the Ammonites, and from the
Philistines. (12) The Sidonians, Amalek, and Maon
also oppressed you; and when you cried out to Me,
| saved you from them. (13) Yet you have forsaken
Me and have served other gods. No, | will not
deliver you again. (14) Go cry to the gods you have
chosen; let them deliver you in your time of
distress!”

(15) But the Israelites implored the LORD: “We
stand guilty. Do to us as You see fit; only save us
this day!” (16) They removed the alien gods from
among them and served the LORD; and He could
not bear the miseries of Israel.
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2. Yiphtach’s abandonment

Judges 11:1-11

(1) Jephthah the Gileadite was an able warrior, who
was the son of a prostitute. Jephthah’s father was
Gilead; (2) but Gilead also had sons by his wife, and
when the wife’s sons grew up, they drove Jephthah
out. They said to him, “You shall have no share in
our father’s property, for you are the son of an
outsider.” (3) So Jephthah fled from his brothers and
settled in the Tob country. Men of low character
gathered about Jephthah and went out raiding with
him.

(4) Some time later, the Ammonites went to war
against Israel. (5) And when the Ammonites
attacked Israel, the elders of Gilead went to bring
Jephthah back from the Tob country. (6) They said
to Jephthah, “Come be our chief, so that we can
fight the Ammonites.”

TRD MY (3) MO DTN FEKT2

N”9-"R:N™ Q0D

23T Ty 2an mRen (X)
"IN Ty T M PRI KT
0332 12 WanwX 120 () -npY
MRD™ NN W3 TRT12 12730
>3 11281722 P1IN°N22 1AK%

0P?207 210 YIND 2Y7 1IN 2380
W 077 DI D o
(B} +iny

"0y 17y™33 077 077 517 (7)
1 R0RITWRD T () 2N
921 2311077 2R DY 19y

(1) +200 YN A9 NN NARY
TRR? 17 AN MY MRDY? 11K
iRy 2323 RN

(7) Jephthah replied to the elders of Gilead, “You are 'DAN X211 Y71 2117 N2> 0N (1)

the very people who rejected me and drove me out
of my father’s house. How can you come to me now
when you are in trouble?” (8) The elders of Gilead
said to Jephthah, “Honestly, we have now turned
back to you. If you come with us and fight the
Ammonites, you shall be our commander over all
the inhabitants of Gilead.”

(9) Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, “[Very
well,] if you bring me back to fight the Ammonites
and the LORD delivers them to me, | am to be your
commander.” (10) And the elders of Gilead
answered Jephthah, “The LORD Himself shall be
witness between us: we will do just as you have
said.” (11) Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead,
and the people made him their commander and
chief. And Jephthah repeated all these terms before
the LORD at Mizpah.
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3: Victory and disaster

Judges 11:29-33

(29) Then the spirit of the LORD came upon Jephthah.
He marched through Gilead and Manasseh, passing
Mizpeh of Gilead; and from Mizpeh of Gilead he
crossed over [to] the Ammonites. (30) And Jephthah
made the following vow to the LORD: “If you deliver
the Ammonites into my hands, (31) then whatever
comes out of the door of my house to meet me on my
safe return from the Ammonites shall be the LORD’s
and shall be offered by me as a burnt offering.” (32)
Jephthah crossed over to the Ammonites and attacked
them, and the LORD delivered them into his hands. (33)
He utterly routed them—from Aroer as far as Minnith,
twenty towns—all the way to Abel-cheramim. So the
Ammonites submitted to the Israelites.

Judges 11:34-40

(34) When Jephthah arrived at his home in Mizpah,
there was his daughter coming out to meet him, with
timbrel and dance! She was an only child; he had no
other son or daughter. (35) On seeing her, he rent his
clothes and said, “Alas, daughter! You have brought
me low; you have become my troubler! For | have
uttered a vow- to the LORD and | cannot retract.” (36)
“Father,” she said, “you have uttered a vow to the
LORD; do to me as you have vowed, seeing that the
LORD has vindicated you against your enemies, the
Ammonites.” (37) She further said to her father, “Let
this be done for me: let me be for two months, and |
will go with my companions and lament upon the hills
and there bewail my maidenhood.” (38) “Go,” he
replied. He let her go for two months, and she and her
companions went and bewailed her maidenhood upon
the hills. (39) After two months’ time, she returned to
her father, and he did to her as he had vowed. She had
never known a man. So it became a custom in Israel
(40) for the maidens of Israel to go every year, for four
days in the year, and chant dirges for the daughter of
Jephthah the Gileadite.
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4: No way forward
Judges 12:7-10 =120 DYV
(7) Jephthah led Israel six years. Then Jephthah the 0%J0 WY DN NN npD? uBw (1)
Gileadite died and he was buried in one of the towns *Y2 12p7 MTY231 NRDY N
of Gilead. {D} 1973
(8) After him, Ibzan of Bethlehem led Israel. (9) He N22m @R PRI NN IR vawn (M)
had thirty sons, and he married off thirty daughters DPwHYA 0712 DY 19 (0) onb
outs?de the clan and I?rought in thirty girls from N,}Jﬁ nia D’}.U"Wﬁ .‘I;ﬂ’ﬂfl Mow N
outside the clan ff)r his sons. He I(?d I§rael seven years. YAy YR NN b;atzi?l IR 1337
(10) Then Ibzan died and was buried in Bethlehem. ' ﬂ’,Q:;i WQE’?‘. 13:5& mn C) ‘D’M
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5: The national home
Judges 12:1-6 N-"N:2” QYUYW
(1) The men of Ephraim mustered and crossed [the M119% 72y71 019K WX PYEM (R)
Jordan] to Zaphon. They said to Jephthah, “Why did you on?m? 1072 19170 1RD7s Mk
march to fight the Ammonites without calling us to go Ty hDP'?\UN\?E Nb‘qjim' 1ihy->122
with you? We'll burn your house down over you!” (2) TN (2) W2 9 Aol
Jephthah answered them, “l and my people were in a 7Y ;.,JE "N 2 UK 09N N

bitter conflict with the Ammonites; and | summoned you, -X9) TINK PYIND RN 11Y=1)
but you did not save me from them. (3) When | saw that n (o) e e "
you were no saviors, | risked my life and advanced
against the Ammonites; and the LORD delivered them
into my hands. Why have you come here now to fight
against me?”
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(4) And Jephthah gathered all the men of Gilead and .

fought the Ephraimites. The men of Gilead defeated the TY21 WIRT22" NN TIND? 2R (7)
Ephraimites; for they had said, “You Gileadites are “NX T3 WIR 197 070X NN 0PN
nothing but fugitives from Ephraim—being in Manasseh nighifakalal\ okl Rnlahdolakalaly
is like being in Ephraim.”- (5) The Gileadites held the (M) +1%an 7in3 079X 7iN3 Y93
fords of the Jordan against the Ephraimites. And when 17777 NiNAYR NN TY73 1997
any fugitive from Ephraim said, “Let me cross,” the men "0M9N p°7e FNY ° ) 07OND
of Gilead would ask him, “Are you an Ephraimite?”; if he >N -[;Tz’?,;-v;p';p_z o IR TN
said “No,” (6) they would say to him, “Then say K 12 187 (1) XD 1R AN
shibboleth”; but he would say “sibboleth,” not being able  975"15> 891 nYa0 8" NYaW X)
to pronounce it correctly. Thereupon they would seize NINAYNHN MBI TN 0N 12
him and slay him by the fords of the Jordan. Forty-two DMONE R N3 B850 1T

thousand Ephraimites fell at that time. M 001 072N
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6: A question of leadership

Taanit 4a:4

As a preamble to the statement of Rabbi Berekhya, below, the
Gemara cites that which Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahmani said that Rabbi
Yonatan said: Three people entreated God in an unreasonable
manner, i.e., in situations where their requests might have received
an unfavorable answer. To two of them God responded reasonably,

with a favorable response to their requests, and to one God

responded unreasonably, i.e., unfavorably, in a manner befitting the
unreasonable request. And they are: Eliezer, servant of Abraham;

Saul, son of Kish; and Jephthah the Gileadite.

Rashi on Judges 11:39:1

She became the subject of a law. Legislation was enacted
prohibiting any repetition of this, for, had he approached
Pinchos, or had Pinchos approached him, he would have
released him from his vow. But they refused to humble
themselves, and were, thus, both responsible for her ruin.
They were punished. The Divine Presence departed from
Pinchos, as it is said in Divrei Hayamim, "Adonoy was with
him previously." We learn that he was not with him later.
And Yiftoch was afflicted with ulcerations and the loss of his
limbs, as it is said, "He was buried in the cities of Gilod."
Another interpretation: "She became the subject of a law in
Yisroel" relates to the following passage.

Judges 21:25
(25) In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone
did as he pleased.

Judges 1:1-3
(1) After the death of Joshua, the Israelites inquired of the

LORD, “Which of us shall be the first to go up against the
Canaanites and attack them?” (2) The LORD replied, “Let
[the tribe of] Judah go up. | now deliver the land into their
hands.” (3) Judah then said to their brother-tribe Simeon,
“Come up with us to our allotted territory and let us attack
the Canaanites, and then we will go with you to your
allotted territory.” So Simeon joined them.
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