The Man Who Would Be King: Avimelech’s Rise and Fall
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1: A murderous brother

Judges 9:1-5

(1) Abimelech son of Jerubbaal went to his mother’s
brothers in Shechem and spoke to them and to the whole
clan of his mother’s family. He said, (2) “Put this question
to all the citizens of Shechem: Which is better for you, to
be ruled by seventy men—by all the sons of Jerubbaal—
or to be ruled by one man? And remember, | am your
own flesh and blood.”- (3) His mother’s brothers said all
this in his behalf to all the citizens of Shechem, and they
were won over to Abimelech; for they thought, “He is our
kinsman.” (4) They gave him seventy shekels from the
temple of Baal-berith; and with this Abimelech hired
some worthless and reckless fellows, and they followed
him. (5) Then he went to his father’s house in Ophrah and
killed his brothers, the sons of Jerubbaal, seventy men on
one stone. Only Jotham, the youngest son of Jerubbaal,
survived, because he went into hiding.

Genesis 37:13-20

(13) Israel said to Joseph, “Your brothers are pasturing at
Shechem. Come, | will send you to them.” He answered, “I
am ready.” (14) And he said to him, “Go and see how your
brothers are and how the flocks are faring, and bring me
back word.” So he sent him from the valley of Hebron.
When he reached Shechem, (15) a man came upon him
wandering in the fields. The man asked him, “What are
you looking for?” (16) He answered, “I am looking for my
brothers. Could you tell me where they are pasturing?”
(17) The man said, “They have gone from here, for | heard
them say: Let us go to Dothan.” So Joseph followed his
brothers and found them at Dothan. (18) They saw him
from afar, and before he came close to them they
conspired to kill him. (19) They said to one another, “Here
comes that dreamer! (20) Come now, let us kill him and
throw him into one of the pits; and we can say, ‘A savage
beast devoured him.” We shall see what comes of his
dreams!”
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2. Uncles and Nephews

Genesis 29:13-27

(13) On hearing the news of his sister’s son
Jacob, Laban ran to greet him; he embraced
him and kissed him, and took him into his
house. He told Laban all that had happened,
(14) and Laban said to him, “You are truly my
bone and flesh.”

When he had stayed with him a month’s time,
(15) Laban said to Jacob, “Just because you
are a kinsman, should you serve me for
nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages
be?”..(18) Jacob loved Rachel; so he
answered, “I will serve you seven years for
your younger daughter Rachel.” (19) Laban
said, “Better that | give her to you than that |
should give her to an outsider. Stay with
me.”..(25) When morning came, there was
Leah! So he said to Laban, “What is this you
have done to me? | was in your service for
Rachel! Why did you deceive me?” (26) Laban
said, “It is not the practice in our place to
marry off the younger before the older. (27)
Wait until the bridal week of this one is over
and we will give you that one too, provided
you serve me another seven years.”

Genesis 2:23

(23) Then the man said,

“This one at last

Is bone of my bones

And flesh of my flesh.

This one shall be called Woman,
For from man was she taken.”
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3: Averted violence
Genesis 31:22-53
(22) On the third day, Laban was told that Jacob had
fled. (23) So he took his kinsmen with him and
pursued him a distance of seven days, catching up
with him in the hill country of Gilead. (24) But God
appeared to Laban the Aramean in a dream by night
and said to him, “Beware of attempting anything
with Jacob, good or bad”..

(43) Then Laban spoke up and said to Jacob, “The
daughters are my daughters, the children are my
children, and the flocks are my flocks; all that you
see is mine. Yet what can | do now about my
daughters or the children they have borne? (44)
Come, then, let us make a pact, you and |, that there
may be a witness between you and me.” (45)
Thereupon Jacob took a stone and set it up as a
pillar. (46) And Jacob said to his kinsmen, “Gather
stones.” So they took stones and made a mound,;
and they partook of a meal there by the mound. (47)
Laban named it Yegar-sahadutha, but Jacob named
it Gal-ed. (48) And Laban declared, “This mound is a
witness between you and me this day.” That is why
it was named Gal-ed; (49) and [it was called]
Mizpah, because he said, “May the LORD watch
between you and me, when we are out of sight of
each other....(51) And Laban said to Jacob, “Here is
this mound and here the pillar which | have set up
between you and me: (52) this mound shall be
witness and this pillar shall be witness that | am not
to cross to you past this mound, and that you are
not to cross to me past this mound and this pillar,
with hostile intent. (53) May the God of Abraham
and the god of Nahor” —their ancestral deities—
“judge between us.” And Jacob swore by the Fear of
his father Isaac.
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4: An ominous place
Genesis 34:8-29
(8) And Hamor spoke with them, saying, “My son
Shechem longs for your daughter. Please give her to
him in marriage. (9) Intermarry with us: give your
daughters to us, and take our daughters for yourselves:
(10) You will dwell among us, and the land will be open
before you; settle, move about, and acquire holdings in
it.”..(13) Jacob’s sons answered Shechem and his father
Hamor—speaking with guile because he had defiled
their sister Dinah— (14) and said to them, “We cannot
do this thing, to give our sister to a man who is
uncircumcised, for that is a disgrace among us. (15)
Only on this condition will we agree with you; that you
will become like us in that every male among you is
circumcised. (16) Then we will give our daughters to you
and take your daughters to ourselves; and we will dwell
among you and become as one kindred...(20) So Hamor
and his son Shechem went to the public place of their
town and spoke to their town council, saying, (21)
“These people are our friends; let them settle in the
land and move about in it, for the land is large enough
for them; we will take their daughters to ourselves as
wives and give our daughters to them. (22) But only on
this condition will their representatives agree with us to
dwell among us and be as one kindred: that all our
males become circumcised as they are circumcised. (23)
Their cattle and substance and all their beasts will be
ours, if we only agree to their terms, so that they will
settle among us.”...
(25) On the third day, when they were in pain, Simeon
and Levi, two of Jacob’s sons, brothers of Dinah, took
each his sword, came upon the city unmolested, and
slew all the males. (26) They put Hamor and his son
Shechem to the sword, took Dinah out of Shechem’s
house, and went away. (27) The other sons of Jacob
came upon the slain and plundered the town, because
their sister had been defiled. (28) They seized their
flocks and herds and asses, all that was inside the town
and outside; (29) all their wealth, all their children, and
their wives, all that was in the houses, they took as
captives and booty.
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5: Getting away with murder?
Judges 9:6 ja R =Eia}=)1'7
(6) All the citizens of Shechem and all Beth-millo convened, i N°327201'02W *2¥2773 10X (1)
and they proclaimed Abimelech king at the terebinth of the  112X™0¥ 777 72128 ™NX 1277107 1977
pillar at Shechem. 02w WX XN

Judges 6:30-32 279-"9:1 DoVEW
(30) The townspeople said to Joash, “Bring out your son, for NI WRI-ON™MYT wIN NN (2)
he must die: he has torn down the altar of Baal and cut down 2¥20 MAMTNNYNI 2 NP 2337 NK
the sacred post beside it!” (31) But Joash said to all who had K" (X?) 172¥=WX MIWRT N2 7D
risen against him, “Do you have to contend for Baal? Do you | DART Ry TTRYTIwR D95 Wi
have to vindicate him? Whoever fights his battles shall be fniX Ny win onx-ox %y27 nan
dead by morning! If he is a god, let him fight his own battles, D°RPNON P20y NRY 12 2777 WK
since it is his altar that has been torn down!” (32) That day (22) «inayamnX vn1 2 12 27N
they named him Jerubbaal, meaning “Let Baal contend with 37 IR? P¥a7 KTaTOia RN
him, since he tore down his altar.” {o} N2 NR Y03 >3 Pyamia

6: Of trees and kingship
Judges 9:7-21 N”D-"1:°D DOV
(7) When Jotham was informed, he went and stood on 1 WRI2 YN 7 Oni? 1T ()
top of Mount Gerizim and called out to them in a loud 07 RN R 1210 X1 0713
voice. “Citizens of Shechem!” he cried, “Listen to me, 02°7R YA 0OV 2y2 7N 19Nt
that God may listen to you. (8) “Once the trees went to mwn? 0oXyTI577 7120 (M) -0°pox
anoint a king over themselves. They said to the olive
tree, ‘Reign over us.” (9) But the olive tree replied, ‘Have NA1'0T? MR (V) A2y (177
|, through whom God and men are honored, stopped DR 17227 A WR "WTNN R0
yielding my rich oil, that | should go and wave above the () (DRyI72Y Y117 "N DOWINY
trees?’ (10) So the trees said to the fig tree, ‘You come >0 A7 TIRN? DXV 1R
and reign over us.’ (11) But the fig tree replied, ‘Have | "BI?TTE'U MINAT DT PRM (X) A1y
stopped yielding my sweetness, my delicious fruit, that | N2 MRI0T NRINNN PORTIN
should go and wave above the trees?’ (12) So the trees DORYT MR () (D777 Y7
said to the vine, ‘You come and reign over us.” (13) But (J’_) ) [’31773] (’:”777.3) m":b 1237
the vine replied, ‘Have | stopped yielding my new wine, "rz;'ﬁzn"ng DTN 1937 DT? N
which gladdens God and men, that | should go and wave YU? N2 DWIN DRX 1pwRa
above the trees?’ (14) Then all the trees said to the KL P’&xya-b; VN (7) DRy
thornbush, ‘You come and reign over us.” (15) And the R (1) 'w?y-??p X TU?NWW
thornbush said to the trees, ‘If you are acting honorably onx nr:m: D?f D\’KW-?}S 'f@t‘__fl
in anointing me king over you, come and take shelter in 733100 :mg :D;’I?z 1’773’7 TR ?’hﬁm
my shade; but if not, may fire issue from the thornbush IR 29NN TORTID WX KA TRON]
and consume the cedars of Lebanon!.. (21) With that,
Jotham fled. He ran to Beer and stayed there, because
of his brother Abimelech.
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7: Measure for measure
Judges 9:23 A”2:°0 DYV
(23) Then God sent a spirit of discord between 12 My mNDORON Mo (30)
Abimelech and the citizens of Shechem, and the citizens 17327 02V °Hy3 121 790N
of Shechem broke faith with Abimelech— - 1573*:1&:1 q;tz;"-"?y:_i

Judges 9:46-49 D7R-1"1:00 DU
(46) When all the citizens of the Tower of Shechem OOW-2T30 22y2722 e (1n)
learned of this, they went into the tunnel of the temple (1n) N2 DN NP2 mHRTHR N2
of El-berith. (47) When Abimelech was informed thatall  s5y3-53 fgal?nﬂ ” TII,?J:J’JSI? -@%1
the citizens of the Tower of Shechem had gathered -7 7 ax PYM (n) (0w-oTIn
[there], (48) Abimelech and all the troops he had with h??l"ﬁh&'ﬁfﬂt@ oyAoITRI i
him went up on Mount Zalmon. Taking an ax in his S ., n.i'ra;r%pnf'hx T|’7’73’51N
hand, Abimelech lopped off a tree limb and lifted it il i e e e
onto his shoulder. Then he said to the troops that
accompanied him, “What you saw me do—quick, do
the same!” (49) So each of the troops also lopped off a
bough; then they marched behind Abimelech and laid : e
them against the tunnel, and set fire to the tunnel over 137’,3?1; U"?”'W LTI
their heads. Thus all the people of the Tower of 02 N7 TR LT NN 02y
Shechem also perished, about a thousand men and WK NN ORU2TI0 WIRT2I
women. {9} WX

inow-2y o IREN 0¥y noiw
TR 1 YUK OYTON TN
7271 (0n) <3032 3wy 1IN 0wy
K 199 Mol WX dyn-Po 03

Judges 9:53 2’200 DOUEWw
(53) But a woman dropped an upper millstone on -5y 237 172 nAN awR Towm (3)
Abimelech’s head and cracked his skull. ANDIPITNN YA 207N UKD

Judges 8:33-35 "75-2"%:n QoUW
(33) After Gideon died, the Israelites again went 212712371 1173 NP WK T (39)
astray after the Baalim, and they adopted Baal- 077 M7 077¥20 0K A OX
berith as a god. (34) The Israelites gave no thought ’,3..3:1‘47,31 X2 1) *D"P.b.N]? h’ﬂ? by
to the LORD their God, who saved them from all 1 ORI 98N 0TOR NN RN
the enemies around them. (35) Nor did they show *'IDHWVN’?] (.‘I’?) :’:DD DFI’:I’N"D
loyalty to the house of Jerubbaal-Gideon in return quiR n‘iimn;bbs ]1}775 u;y:n; nﬁ-n{z
for all the good that he had done for Israel. S SR g
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