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The Man Who Would Be King: Avimelech’s Rise and Fall  
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1: A murderous brother 
Judges 9:1-5 

(1) Abimelech son of Jerubbaal went to his mother’s 
brothers in Shechem and spoke to them and to the whole 
clan of his mother’s family. He said, (2) “Put this question 
to all the citizens of Shechem: Which is better for you, to 
be ruled by seventy men—by all the sons of Jerubbaal—
or to be ruled by one man? And remember, I am your 
own flesh and blood.”-a (3) His mother’s brothers said all 
this in his behalf to all the citizens of Shechem, and they 
were won over to Abimelech; for they thought, “He is our 
kinsman.” (4) They gave him seventy shekels from the 
temple of Baal-berith; and with this Abimelech hired 
some worthless and reckless fellows, and they followed 
him. (5) Then he went to his father’s house in Ophrah and 
killed his brothers, the sons of Jerubbaal, seventy men on 
one stone. Only Jotham, the youngest son of Jerubbaal, 
survived, because he went into hiding. 

 ה׳ -שופטים ט׳:א׳

ן־יְרֻב ַ ֤לֶךְ אֲבִימֶ ֨)א( וַי    ֶ כֶ  ֙עַל ֙לֶךְ ב  ְ מָה אֶל־ ֔ש 
יהֶ ֣וֹ וַיְדַב   ֑י אִמ  ֖אֲח   פ ַ ֔ר אֲל  ְ ׇּל־מִש  חַת ֛ם וְאֶל־כ 

ית־אֲבִ  רו ־נָ֖י אִמ  ֥ב   ב ְ אמֹֹֽר׃ )ב( ד ַ זְנ ֞וֹ ל  אׇּ י  ֨א ב ְ
עֲל   כֶם ֣כׇּל־ב ַ ְ ֹ  ֒וֹב לָכֶם ֣מַה־ט   ֮י ש  כֶ ֨הַמְש  ָ ם  ֜ל ב 
בְעִ  ִ ֹ יש  ֗ים אִ ֣ש  נ ֚ כ  ֹ ֔י יְרֻב ַ ֣ל ב ְ כֶ ֥עַל אִם־מְש  ָ ם ֖ל ב 
ֹֽי־עַצְמְכֶ ֕ד ו זְכַרְת ֶ ֑יש  אֶחָ אִ֣  ִ רְכֶ ֥ם כ  ם אָֹֽנִי׃  ֖ם ו בְש ַ

ר  י־אִמ  ֨)ג( וַיְדַב ְ זְנ י֗וֹ עָלָ ֜ו  אֲח  אׇּ עֲל   ֙יו ב ְ ׇּל־ב ַ י  ֣כ 
כֶ  ְ בָרִ ֥ם א  ֔ש  ׇּל־הַד ְ ה וַי   ֑ים הָא  ֖ת כ  ֶ ם֤ל   ֙ט לִב ָ
ינו  הֹֽו א׃ )ד(  ֥ו  אָחִ ֖י אָמְר ֥לֶךְ כ ִ ֔י אֲבִימֶ ֣אַחֲר  

נו ־לוֹ  בְעִ  ֙וַי ִת ְ ִ רִ ֣ית ב ַ ֖סֶף מִב   ֔ים כ ֶ ֣ש  ית ֑עַל ב ְ
 ֹ כ  הֶ ֨וַי ִש ְ ָ ִ ֗ם אֲבִימֶ ֜ר ב  יקִים ֤לֶךְ אֲנָש  ים ֔חֲזִ ֣ו פֹ  ֙ים ר 
ית־אָבִיו֤ו  אַחֲרָֹֽיו׃ )ה( וַי בָֹ ֖וַי  לְכ  פְרָ  ֙א ב  תָה ֔עׇּ
נ י־יְרֻב ַ  יו֧ג אֶת־אֶחָ ֞וַֹֽי הֲַרֹ  בְעִ ֛ב ְ ִ יש   ֖ים אִ ֥עַל ש 
ו ָת  ֑בֶן אֶחָ ֣עַל־אֶ  ן־יְרֻב ַ ֧ר יוֹתָ ֞ת וַי ִ ֶ טֹ ֛ם ב  ָ ן  ֖עַל הַק 

ֹֽא׃כ֥ ִ  ָ          }ס{ י נֶחְב 

 

Genesis 37:13-20 

(13) Israel said to Joseph, “Your brothers are pasturing at 
Shechem. Come, I will send you to them.” He answered, “I 
am ready.” (14) And he said to him, “Go and see how your 
brothers are and how the flocks are faring, and bring me 
back word.” So he sent him from the valley of Hebron. 
When he reached Shechem, (15) a man came upon him 
wandering in the fields. The man asked him, “What are 
you looking for?” (16) He answered, “I am looking for my 
brothers. Could you tell me where they are pasturing?” 
(17) The man said, “They have gone from here, for I heard 
them say: Let us go to Dothan.” So Joseph followed his 
brothers and found them at Dothan. (18) They saw him 
from afar, and before he came close to them they 
conspired to kill him. (19) They said to one another, “Here 
comes that dreamer! (20) Come now, let us kill him and 
throw him into one of the pits; and we can say, ‘A savage 
beast devoured him.’ We shall see what comes of his 
dreams!” 

 כ׳ -בראשית ל״ז:י״ג

 ֹ רָא  ֨)יג( וַי   ֙ יךָ ֙וֹא אַחֶ ֤ף הֲל ֗ל אֶל־יוֹס  ֜אמֶר יִש ְ
כֶ ֣רעִֹ  ְ ש  לָחֲךָ ֖ם לְכָ ֔ים ב ִ ְ יהֶ  ֣ה וְאֶש  ֹ ֑אֲל  אמֶר  ֥ם וַי 
ֹ ֖ל ה אֶת־ ֜א רְא  ֨וֹ לֶךְ־נָ֗אמֶר ל ֣וֹ הִנ  ֹֽנִי׃ )יד( וַי 
ל  ְ ל  ֙יךָ ֙וֹם אַחֶ ֤ש  ְ ֹ ֣וְאֶת־ש  ב  ֔וֹם הַצ  ִ בָ ֖אן וַהֲש  ר ֑נִי ד ָ

לָח   ְ ע   ֙הו  ֙וַי ִש  כֶֹֽמָה׃ )טו(  ֖וֹן וַי בָֹ ֔מֶק חֶבְר ֣מ  ְ א ש 
מְצָא   דֶ ֖ה תעֶֹ ֥יש  וְהִנ   ֔הו  אִ ֣וַי ִ ָ ש   אָל  ֑ה ב ַ ְ הו  ֧ה וַי ִש 
ֹ ֖יש  ל אמֹ ֛הָאִ  ׃ )טז( וַי  ֹֽש  בַק   אמֶר אֶת־ ֕ר מַה־ת ְ
ָ֑י מְבַק   ֣י אָנכִֹ ֖אַחַ  ֹֽידָה־נ  יפֹ ֔א לִ ֣ש  הַג ִ ם ֥ה ה  ֖י א 

 ֹ י ֤ה כ ִ ֔ו  מִז ֶ֣נָסְע ֙מֶר הָאִיש  א֤רעִֹֹֽים׃ )יז( וַי 
מַ  ָ י ֙ש  תָֹ ֖ים נ לְכָ ֔אֹֹֽמְרִ  ֙עְת ִ ף ֤יְנָה וַי   ֑ה ד   ֙לֶךְ יוֹס 
מְצָא  ֔ר אֶחָ ֣אַחַ  דתָֹֹֽן׃ )יח( וַי ִרְא ֖יו וַי ִ וֹ ֖ו  אתֹ֥ם ב ְ
רָחֹ  יהֶ ֣יִקְרַ  ֙רֶם ֙ק ו בְטֶ ֑מ  ל ֔ב אֲל  ֹֽתְנַכ ְ וֹ ֖ו  אתֹ֥ם וַי ִ

ה  ֗יו הִנ  ֑יש  אֶל־אָחִ ֣ו  אִ ר֖ לַהֲמִיתֹֽוֹ׃ )יט( וַי אֹמְ 
זֶ֥עַל הַחֲלמֹ ב֛ ַ  ָ ֹֽא׃ )כ( וְעַת ָ ֖וֹת הַל  ָ ו  ֣לְכ  ׀ ה֣ה ב 

לִכ  ֗וְנַֹֽהַרְג   ְ אַחַ  ֙הו  ֙הו  וְנַש  רֹ֣ב ְ רְנו  ֕וֹת וְאָמַ ֔ד הַב 
 ָ הְי ֕תְהו  וְנִרְאֶ ֑ה אֲכָלָ ֖ה רָעָ ֥חַי  ו  ֖ה מַה־י ִ

 חֲלמֹתָֹֹֽיו׃ 

 

https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.9.1-5
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.9.1-5
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.37.13-20
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.37.13-20
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2. Uncles and Nephews 

Genesis 29:13-27 

(13) On hearing the news of his sister’s son 
Jacob, Laban ran to greet him; he embraced 
him and kissed him, and took him into his 
house. He told Laban all that had happened, 
(14) and Laban said to him, “You are truly my 
bone and flesh.” 

When he had stayed with him a month’s time, 
(15) Laban said to Jacob, “Just because you 
are a kinsman, should you serve me for 
nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages 
be?”..(18) Jacob loved Rachel; so he 
answered, “I will serve you seven years for 
your younger daughter Rachel.” (19) Laban 
said, “Better that I give her to you than that I 
should give her to an outsider. Stay with 
me.”..(25) When morning came, there was 
Leah! So he said to Laban, “What is this you 
have done to me? I was in your service for 
Rachel! Why did you deceive me?” (26) Laban 
said, “It is not the practice in our place to 
marry off the younger before the older. (27) 
Wait until the bridal week of this one is over 
and we will give you that one too, provided 
you serve me another seven years.”  

 זכ״-בראשית כ״ט:י״ג

מֹ  ֩)יג( וַיְהִי ְ   ׀ מַע֣ן אֶת־ש   ֜עַ לָבָ ֨ כִש 
ן־אֲחתֹ֣יַעֲקֹ  ֶ ָ ֗ב ב  ץ לִקְרָאתוֹ ֤וֹ וַי    ֙רׇּ

ק־לוֹ  ֶ ק־ל ֙וַיְחַב  ֶ הו  אֶל־ ֖ וֹ וַיְבִיא  ֔וַיְנַש  
ית ׇּל־הַ ֥ ן א  ֔ ר לְלָבָ ֣וֹ וַיְסַפ   ֑ב   בָרִ ת כ  ים  ֖ד ְ

 ֹ ה׃ )יד( וַי  ֶ ֹֽל  ךְ ֛ ן אַ ֔לָבָ  ֙אמֶר לוֹ ֤ הָא 
רִ ֥עַצְמִ  ה וַי   ֑ י אָ ֖י ו בְש ָ ָ ב עִמ  ֥ת  ֶ דֶש   ֥וֹ חֹ ֖ש 

 ֹ ב ֔לְיַעֲקֹ   ֙אמֶר לָבָן֤ ימִָֹֽים׃ )טו( וַי 
ה וַעֲבַדְת ַ ֔י אַ ֣הֲכִי־אָחִ  ָ ם  ֑נִי חִנ ָ ֖ת 

ֹֽךָ ֖ידָה ל ִ ֥הַג ִ  ֶ רְת  ֻ כ  ש ְ ַ )יח(  ...י מַה־מ 
ֹ ֑ב אֶת־רָח  ֖ב יַעֲקֹ ֥ וַי אֱֶהַ  אמֶר  ֗ל וַי 

דְךָ  ֶ  ֙אֶֹֽעֱבׇּ נִ ש֣  ָ רָח  ֔ בַע ש  ךָ ֥ים ב ְ ת ְ   ֖ל ב ִ
ֹ הַק ְ  ָֹֽה׃ )יט( וַי  ת ִ ֚ן ט֗אמֶר לָבָ ֣טַנ  י  ֣ וֹב ת ִ
ת ִ ֔ה  לָ ֣ אתָֹ  ר ֑ יש  אַח  ֣ה  לְאִ ֖י אתָֹ ֥ ךְ מִת ִ
בָ  ְ דִֹֽי֖ש  ָ ֹ ֣ )כה( וַיְהִ   ...ה עִמ  קֶר  ֔י בַב 

אָ ֖וְהִנ  ה־הִ  ֹ ֑ וא ל  ן  ֗אמֶר אֶל־לָבָ ֣ה וַי 
ל֤י הֲלֹ ֔יתָ ל ִ ֣ עָש ִ  ֙מַה־ז אֹת   ֙א בְרָח 

י עִמ ָ ֣עָבַ  יתָֹֽנִי׃ )כו(  ֖ךְ וְלָ ֔ דְת ִ ִ ה רִמ  ָ מ 
 ֹ מְקוֹמ  ֖ה כ  ֥ ן לאֹ־י עָש ֶ ֔בָ אמֶר לָ ֣וַי  נו   ֑ן ב ִ
עִירָ ֥לָת   כִירָֹֽה׃ )כז( ֥ ה לִפְנ ֖ ת הַצ ְ י הַב ְ
בֻ ֖מַל    ְ ֹ ֣א ש  נָ ֑ עַ ז ג ַם־אֶת־  ֜ה לְךָ ֨ את וְנִת ְ
 ֹ עֲבדָֹה ז֗ ֶ  ֙את ב ַ עֲבֹ ֣אֲש  ַ דִ ֣ ר ת  ָ י  ֔ד עִמ 
נִ ֖ע ָ ֹֽבַע־ש  ֶ רֹֽוֹת׃ ֥וֹד ש   ים אֲח 

 
 

Genesis 2:23 

(23) Then the man said, 
“This one at last 
Is bone of my bones 

And flesh of my flesh. 
This one shall be called Woman, 
For from man was she taken.” 

 

 בראשית ב׳:כ״ג 

 ֹ  ֒הָֹֽאָדָם  ֮אמֶר֘)כג( וַי 
 ֹ צֶם ֚ עַם עֶ ֗את הַפ ַ ז֣

ֹֽעֲצָמַ  ר  ֖י ו בָש ָ ֔ מ 
רִ  ש ָ ר    ֙י לְזאֹת֑ מִב ְ ָ א ֣ יִק 
אִ ֥ ה כ ִ ֔אִש  ָ    יש  ֖י מ 

 לֹֻֽקְחָה־ז ֹֹֽאת׃ 

 

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.29.13-28
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.29.13-28
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.2.23
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.2.23
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3: Averted violence 

Genesis 31:22-53 

(22) On the third day, Laban was told that Jacob had 
fled. (23) So he took his kinsmen with him and 
pursued him a distance of seven days, catching up 
with him in the hill country of Gilead. (24) But God 
appeared to Laban the Aramean in a dream by night 
and said to him, “Beware of attempting anything 
with Jacob, good or bad”..  
 
(43) Then Laban spoke up and said to Jacob, “The 
daughters are my daughters, the children are my 
children, and the flocks are my flocks; all that you 
see is mine. Yet what can I do now about my 
daughters or the children they have borne? (44) 
Come, then, let us make a pact, you and I, that there 
may be a witness between you and me.” (45) 
Thereupon Jacob took a stone and set it up as a 
pillar. (46) And Jacob said to his kinsmen, “Gather 
stones.” So they took stones and made a mound; 
and they partook of a meal there by the mound. (47) 
Laban named it Yegar-sahadutha, but Jacob named 
it Gal-ed. (48) And Laban declared, “This mound is a 
witness between you and me this day.” That is why 
it was named Gal-ed; (49) and [it was called] 
Mizpah, because he said, “May the LORD watch 
between you and me, when we are out of sight of 
each other….(51) And Laban said to Jacob, “Here is 
this mound and here the pillar which I have set up 
between you and me: (52) this mound shall be 
witness and this pillar shall be witness that I am not 
to cross to you past this mound, and that you are 
not to cross to me past this mound and this pillar, 
with hostile intent. (53) May the God of Abraham 
and the god of Nahor”—their ancestral deities—
“judge between us.” And Jacob swore by the Fear of 
his father Isaac.  

 גנ״-בראשית ל״א:כ״ב

ֻג ַ  י  ֖ד לְלָבָ ֥)כב( וַי  ַ ִ ֣ן ב  לִיש  ְ י ֥י כ ִ ֑וֹם הַש  
ק ַ ֖בָרַ  וֹ  ֔ עִמ   ֙ח אֶת־אֶחָיו֤ח יעֲַקֹֹֽב׃ )כג( וַי ִ
 ֹ רְד  בְעַ ֖יו ד ֶ ֔ף אַחֲרָ ֣וַי ִ ִ ק  ֥ים וַי דְַב   ֑ת ימִָ ֣ רֶךְ ש 
הַ ֖אתֹ ֹ ֥וֹ ב ְ לְעָֹֽד׃ )כד( וַי בָ ים  ֛א אֱלקִֹ ֧ר הַג ִ

חֲלֹ ֖ן הָאֲרַמ ִ ֥אֶל־לָבָ  ֹ ֑ם הַל ָ ֣י ב ַ אמֶר ֣יְלָה וַי 
ָ ֗ל דַב    ֛מֶר לְךָ ֧וֹ הִש   ן־ת ְ ֶ ב  ֖ר עִֹֽם־יַעֲקֹ ֥פ 
 וֹב עַד־רָֹֽע..  ֥מִט  

 
 ַ ֹ ֜עַן לָבָ ֨)מג( וַי  ב ֗אמֶר אֶֹֽל־יַעֲקֹ ֣ן וַי 
נ ָ נתַֹ ֨הַב  נִ ֜וֹת ב ְ ָ נַי ים֤י וְהַב  ָ ֹ  ֙ ב  י ֔אן צאֹנִ ֣וְהַצ 
ר־אַת ָ ֛וְכֹ  ֶ י  ֞ו א וְלִבְנתַֹ ֑ה לִי־ה֖ה ראֶֹ ֥ל אֲש 

ֶה֙ה לָא  ֤מָֹֽה־אֶעֱש ֶ  ן ֖וֹ לִבְנ יהֶ ֥וֹם א֔ הַי   ֙ל 
 ֶ ה ֥ה נִכְרְתָ ֛ה לְכָ ֗ר ילָָֹֽדו ׃ )מד( וְעַת ָ ֥אֲש 
ה וְהָיָ ֑י וָאָ ֣ית אֲנִ ֖בְרִ  ָ ינִ ֖ה לְע  ֥ת  י  ֥ד ב  

ק ַ  ינֶֹֽךָ׃ )מה( וַי ִ הָ  ֖בֶן וַיְרִימֶ ֑ב אָ ֖ח יַעֲקֹ ֥ו ב 
 ֹ בָֹֽה׃ )מו( וַי    ֙ב לְאֶחָיו֤אמֶר יַעֲקֹ ֨מַצ  

ַֹֽעֲש ו ־גָ ֖ו  אֲבָנִ ֥ים וַי ִקְח֔ו  אֲבָנִ ֣לִקְט  ל ֑ים וַי 
 ֹ ָ ֥וַי  קְרָא־ל ֖אכְלו  ש  ֹֽל׃ )מז( וַי ִ וֹ ֣ם עַל־הַג ָ
הֲדו תָ ֖ן יְגַ ֔לָבָ  וֹ ֖רָא ל֥ב קָ ֔א וְיַֹֽעֲקֹ ֑ר ש ָ

ֹֽד׃ )מ לְע  ֹ ג ַ ד  ֛ה ע  ֥ל הַז ֶ֨ן הַג ַ ֔אמֶר לָבָ ֣ח( וַי 
ינִ  ינְךָ ֥ב   מ ֥וֹם עַל־כ   ֑ הַי   ֖י ו ב  ְ וֹ  ֖ן קָרָֹֽא־ש 

ה ָ צְפ  ִ ֹֽד׃ )מט( וְהַמ  לְע  ֶ  ֙ג ַ צֶף  ֥ר יִ ֔ר אָמַ ֣אֲש 
ינִ  ינֶ֣ה' ב   ת  ֥ךָ כ ִ ֑י ו ב  ָ יש  ֥ר אִ ֖י נִס 
ֹֽהו ׃ ע  ר  ֹ ...מ  ב ֑ן לְיַעֲקֹ ֖אמֶר לָבָ ֥)נא( וַי 

בָ  ֙ה וְהִנ  ה֗ל הַז ֶ ֣הַג ַ  ׀ ה֣הִנ   צ   ַ ֶ ֔הַמ  ר  ֥ה אֲש 
ינִ ֖ירִָ  ינֶֹֽךָ׃ )נב( ע  ֥יתִי ב   ה ֔ל הַז ֶ ֣ד הַג ַ ֚י ו ב 
דָ  בָ ֖וְע  צ   ַ ר  ֤נִי לֹֹֽא־אֶעֱבֹ ֗ה אִם־אָ ֑ה הַמ 
לֶ  ה לאֹ־ ת֠ ָ ֠ה וְאִם־אַ ֔ל הַז ֶ ֣אֶת־הַג ַ  ֙יךָ ֙א 
לַ ֨תַעֲבֹ  ה וְאֶת־ ֛ל הַז ֶ ֥י אֶת־הַג ַ ֜ר א 
בָ  צ   ַ י ֨את לְרָעָֹֽה׃ )נג( אֱלקֹ  ז֖ ֹ ה הַ ֥הַמ 
ט ֙י נָחוֹר֤ם ו ֹֽאלקֹ  ֜אַבְרָהָ  ְ פ  ְ ינ ֣יִש  ינו  ֔ו  ב 
בַ ֑י אֲבִיהֶ ֖אֱלקֹ   ָ ש   פַ ֔ע יַעֲקֹ ֣ם וַי ִ חַד ֖ב ב ְ
 יו יִצְחָֹֽק׃֥אָבִ 
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4: An ominous place 
Genesis 34:8-29 

(8) And Hamor spoke with them, saying, “My son 
Shechem longs for your daughter. Please give her to 
him in marriage. (9) Intermarry with us: give your 
daughters to us, and take our daughters for yourselves: 
(10) You will dwell among us, and the land will be open 
before you; settle, move about, and acquire holdings in 
it.”..(13) Jacob’s sons answered Shechem and his father 
Hamor—speaking with guile because he had defiled 
their sister Dinah— (14) and said to them, “We cannot 
do this thing, to give our sister to a man who is 
uncircumcised, for that is a disgrace among us. (15) 
Only on this condition will we agree with you; that you 
will become like us in that every male among you is 
circumcised. (16) Then we will give our daughters to you 
and take your daughters to ourselves; and we will dwell 
among you and become as one kindred…(20) So Hamor 
and his son Shechem went to the public place of their 
town and spoke to their town council, saying, (21) 
“These people are our friends; let them settle in the 
land and move about in it, for the land is large enough 
for them; we will take their daughters to ourselves as 
wives and give our daughters to them. (22) But only on 
this condition will their representatives agree with us to 
dwell among us and be as one kindred: that all our 
males become circumcised as they are circumcised. (23) 
Their cattle and substance and all their beasts will be 
ours, if we only agree to their terms, so that they will 
settle among us.”… 
(25) On the third day, when they were in pain, Simeon 
and Levi, two of Jacob’s sons, brothers of Dinah, took 
each his sword, came upon the city unmolested, and 
slew all the males. (26) They put Hamor and his son 
Shechem to the sword, took Dinah out of Shechem’s 
house, and went away. (27) The other sons of Jacob 
came upon the slain and plundered the town, because 
their sister had been defiled. (28) They seized their 
flocks and herds and asses, all that was inside the town 
and outside; (29) all their wealth, all their children, and 
their wives, all that was in the houses, they took as 
captives and booty. 

 כ״ט -בראשית ל״ד:ח׳

אמֹ ֣וֹר אִת ָ ֖ר חֲמ ֥)ח( וַיְדַב    כֶ ֑ם ל  ְ י ֗נִ ם ב ְ ֣ר ש 
קָ  ְ וֹ ֤חָֹֽש  כֶ  ֙ה נַפְש  בִת ְ נ ֔ב ְ וֹ ֖ה  ל ֛א אתָֹ ֥ו  נָ ֨ם ת ְ

נ  ֹֽה׃ )ט( וְהִֹֽתְחַת ְ ָ יכֶם ֑ו  אתָֹ ֖לְאִש   נֹֹֽת   ֙נו  ב ְ
נו ־לָ  ת ְ נתֹ  ֔ת ִ קְח֖נו  וְאֶת־ב ְ ו  לָכֶֹֽם׃ )י(  ֥ינו  ת ִ
ש   ֖וְאִת ָ  הְיֶ  ֙רֶץ֙בו  וְהָאָ ֑נו  ת   בו  ֔ה לִפְנ יכֶ ֣ת ִ ְ  ֙ם ש 
ֹֽאָחֲז ו  ֔ו סְחָר  ֹֽה  ֖הָ וְה  ָ ו  בְנ ֹֽי־֨)יג( וַי ַעֲנ ... ו  ב 
כֶ ֜יַעֲקֹ  ְ מִרְמָ ֛וֹר אָבִ ֥ם וְאֶת־חֲמ ֨ב אֶת־ש  ה  ֖יו ב ְ
ֶ ֑וַיְדַב    ינָ֖א א  ֔ר טִמ   ֣רו  אֲש  ה אֲחתָֹֹֽם׃ )יד(  ֥ת ד ִ
יהֶ ֣וַי אֹמְר  בָ  ֙לַעֲש וֹת  ֙א נו כַל ֤ם לֹ ֗ו  אֲל  ר  ֣הַד ָ
ת֔הַז ֶ ר־ל ֖נו  לְאִ ֔אֶת־אֲחתֹ   ֙ה לָת  ֶ וֹ ֣יש  אֲש 
רְלָ  ֹֽי־חֶרְפ ָ ֑עׇּ ִ ֹ ֖ה הִ ֥ה כ  ז את ֖וא לָֹֽנו ׃ )טו( אַךְ־ב ְ
הְי ֚ם אִ ֑וֹת לָכֶ ֣נ א ֹ ֔ו  כָמֹ ֣ם ת ִ ם ֖ל לָכֶ ֥נו  לְהִמ 

ׇּל־זָכָֹֽר׃ )טז( וְנָתַ  נתֹ  ֤כ  ו  אֶת־ב ְ ם ֔לָכֶ  ֙ינו  ֙נ 
יכֶ  נתֹ  ֹֽח־לָ ֖וְאֶת־ב ְ ַ ַ ֑ם נִֹֽק  כֶ ֣נו  וְישָ  ם ֔בְנו  אִת ְ

כֶ ֛א חֲמ ֥)כ( וַי בָֹ ..דם אֶחָֹֽ ֥ינו  לְעַ ֖וְהָיִ  ְ ם  ֥וֹר ו ש 
נ ַ ֖ב ְ ר ֑עַר עִירָ ֣וֹ אֶל־ש  י ֥ו  אֶל־אַנְש   ֛ם וַֹֽיְדַב ְ
ִ ֖עִירָ  אמֹֹֽר׃ )כא( הָאֲנָש  ה ֜ים הָא  ֨ם ל  ֶ ל 
מִ  ֹֽל  ְ ב ֗ם אִת ָ ֣ים ה  ֧ש  ְ ו  ֣וְיִסְחֲר  ֙רֶץ֙ו  בָאָ ֤נו  וְי ש 
ם ֑יִם לִפְנ יהֶ ֖ה רַֹֽחֲבַת־ידַָ ֥רֶץ הִנ  ֛ה  וְהָאָ ֔אתָֹ 

נתָֹם  ֹֽח־לָ  ֙אֶת־ב ְ ַ ִ ֣נִק  נתֹ  ֔נו  לְנָש  ינו  ֖ים וְאֶת־ב ְ
ֹ ֠ן לָהֶֹֽם׃ )כב( אַךְ־ב ְ ֥נִת    נו  ֤תו  לָ ֨את י אֹ ז֠

ים  ִ ֶ  ֙הָאֲנָש  ד ֑ם אֶחָ ֣וֹת לְעַ ֖נו  לִהְי ֔בֶת אִת ָ ֣לָש 
הִמ   ׇּל־זָכָ  ֙נו  ֙וֹל לָ ֥ב ְ ֶ ֔כ  אֲש  ַ לִֹֹֽים׃  ֥ר ה  ֖ר כ  ם נִמ 

הֶמְת ָ  ֙ם וְקִנְינָָם ֤)כג( מִקְנ הֶ  וֹא ֥ם הֲל ֔וְכׇּל־ב ְ
ב֔וֹתָה לָהֶ ֣ךְ נ א ֚ם אַ ֑נו  ה  ֖לָ  ְ ֹֽנו  ֖ם וְי ש  ָ    ...ו  אִת 
 

ִ ֨בַי   ֩)כה( וַיְהִי  לִיש  ְ ֹֽהְיוֹתָ ֜וֹם הַש   ֹֹֽאֲבִ ֣י ב ִ ים ֗ם כ 
נ ֹֽי־בְנ י־יַ ֣וַי ִקְח  ְ מְע ֠עֲקֹ ֠ו  ש  ִ וִ ֨ב ש  י  ֤י אֲח  ֜וֹן וְל 
טַח ֑יר ב ֶ ֖או  עַל־הָעִ ֥וֹ וַי בָֹ ֔יש  חַרְב  אִ֣  ֙דִינָה 
ַֹֽהַרְג  ׇּל־זָכָֹֽר׃ )כו( וְאֶת־חֲמוֹר ֖וַי  וְאֶת־  ֙ו  כ 
כֶ  ְ נ֣ש  ינָ֧רֶב וַי ִקְח ֑ו  לְפִי־חָ ֖וֹ הָרְג ֔ם ב ְ ה  ֛ו  אֶת־ד ִ
כֶ ֥מִב    ְ נ  ֖ית ש  ֹֽאו ׃ )כז( ב ְ או   ֚ב ב ָ ֗י יַעֲקֹ ֣ם וַי  צ 

ֶ ֑ז ו  הָעִ ֖ים וַי בָֹ ֔חֲלָלִ ֣עַל־הַ  א ֥יר אֲש  ו  ֖ר טִמ ְ
קָרָ ֥אֲחוֹתָֹֽם׃ )כח( אֶת־צאֹנָ ם  ֖ם וְאֶת־ב ְ

יהֶ  עִ ֧ם וְא  ֑וְאֶת־חֲמרֹ  ָ ר־ב  ֶ ֶ י֛ת אֲש  ר  ֥ר וְאֶת־אֲש 
דֶ  ָ ש   ילָ ֖ב ַ ׇּל־ח  ם וְאֶת־֤ה לָקָֹֽחו ׃ )כט( וְאֶת־כ 

ם  ָ ׇּל־טַפ  יהֶ  ֙כ  ב֔וְאֶת־נְש   ָ ׇּל־ ֖ז ו  וְא  ֑ו  וַי בָֹ ֖ם ש  ת כ 
 ֶ ֹֽיִת׃֥אֲש  ָ ב   ר ב ַ
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5: Getting away with murder? 
Judges 9:6 

(6) All the citizens of Shechem and all Beth-millo convened, 
and they proclaimed Abimelech king at the terebinth of the 
pillar at Shechem. 

 שופטים ט׳:ו׳ 

עֲל  ֜סְפ֨)ו( וַי  אָ  ׇּל־ב ַ כֶם֤ ו  כ  ְ וֹא  ֔ית מִל  ֣ וְכׇּל־ב    ֙י ש 
ַ֔לְכ֣וַי    ל ֑לֶךְ לְמֶ ֖ יכו  אֶת־אֲבִימֶ ֥ מְלִ ו  וַי  וֹן  ֥לֶךְ עִם־א 
ֶ ֖מֻצ ָ  כֶֹֽם׃ ֥ב אֲש  ְ ש   ר ב ִ

 
Judges 6:30-32 

(30) The townspeople said to Joash, “Bring out your son, for 
he must die: he has torn down the altar of Baal and cut down 
the sacred post beside it!” (31) But Joash said to all who had 
risen against him, “Do you have to contend for Baal? Do you 
have to vindicate him? Whoever fights his battles shall be 
dead by morning! If he is a god, let him fight his own battles, 
since it is his altar that has been torn down!” (32) That day 
they named him Jerubbaal, meaning “Let Baal contend with 
him, since he tore down his altar.” 

 ל״ב - שופטים ו׳:ל׳

 ֹ א ֥ש  הוֹצ  ֔אֶל־יוֹאָ  ֙י הָעִיר֤ ו  אַנְש   ֜אמְר֨)ל( וַי 
נְךָ  עַל  ֔ ח הַב ַ ֣אֶת־מִזְב ַ  ֙י נָתַץ֤ת כ ִ ֑וְיָמֹ  ֖אֶת־ב ִ

רָ ֖י כָרַ ֥וְכִ  ֹ ֥ת הָאֲש   ר־עָלָֹֽיו׃ )לא( וַי  ֶ אמֶר  ֣ ה אֲש 
ר־עָמְד ֩ש  לְכלֹ ֡יוֹאָ  ֶ   ׀ ם֣יו הַאַת ֶ ֜ו  עָלָ ֨אֲש 

רִיב יע ֙םעַל אִם־אַת ֶ ֗ ו ן לַב ַ ֣ת ְ ִ וֹש  וֹ  ֔ו ן אוֹת֣ת 
 ֶ ֹ ֖ וֹ יו מַ ֛יב ל ֥ר יָרִ ֨אֲש  ים  ֥ קֶר אִם־אֱלקִֹ ֑ת עַד־הַב 
חֹֽוֹ׃ )לב(  ֖י נָתַ ֥וֹ כ ִ ֔רֶב ל יָ֣ ֙הו א ץ אֶֹֽת־מִזְב ְ

קְרָא־ל  אמֹ ֣ ו א יְרֻב ַ ֖וֹ בַי וֹם־הַה֥וַי ִ רֶב  ֤ר יָ֑עַל ל 
וֹ  חֹֽוֹ׃֖ י נָתַ ֥ עַל כ ִ ֔הַב ַ  ֙ב           }ס{ ץ אֶֹֽת־מִזְב ְ

 
6: Of trees and kingship 

Judges 9:7-21 

(7) When Jotham was informed, he went and stood on 
top of Mount Gerizim and called out to them in a loud 
voice. “Citizens of Shechem!” he cried, “Listen to me, 
that God may listen to you. (8) “Once the trees went to 
anoint a king over themselves. They said to the olive 
tree, ‘Reign over us.’ (9) But the olive tree replied, ‘Have 
I, through whom God and men are honored, stopped 
yielding my rich oil, that I should go and wave above the 
trees?’ (10) So the trees said to the fig tree, ‘You come 
and reign over us.’ (11) But the fig tree replied, ‘Have I 
stopped yielding my sweetness, my delicious fruit, that I 
should go and wave above the trees?’ (12) So the trees 
said to the vine, ‘You come and reign over us.’ (13) But 
the vine replied, ‘Have I stopped yielding my new wine, 
which gladdens God and men, that I should go and wave 
above the trees?’ (14) Then all the trees said to the 
thornbush, ‘You come and reign over us.’ (15) And the 
thornbush said to the trees, ‘If you are acting honorably 
in anointing me king over you, come and take shelter in 
my shade; but if not, may fire issue from the thornbush 
and consume the cedars of Lebanon!.. (21) With that, 
Jotham fled. He ran to Beer and stayed there, because 
of his brother Abimelech. 

 כ״א - שופטים ט׳:ז׳

ַג ִ  רֹ   ֙י ַעֲמדֹוַֹֽ ֙לֶךְ ֙ ם וַי   ֗דו  לְיוֹתָ ֣)ז( וַי  אש  הַר־ ֣ב ְ
רִזִ  ָ ֔ג ְ ש   קְרָ ֖א קוֹל ֥ים וַי ִ ֹ ֑וֹ וַי ִ ם  ֗אמֶר לָהֶ ֣ א וַי 
מְע ִ לַי ֤ש  עֲל    ֙ו  א  כֶ ֣ב ַ ְ מַ ֔י ש  ְ יכֶ ֥ ם וְיִש  ם  ֖ע אֲל 

צִ  ֙וֹךְ הָֹֽלְכו  ֤אֱלקִֹֹֽים׃ )ח( הָל  ֹ ֔הָע  חַ  ֥ים לִמְש 
יהֶ  יִת )מלוכה(  ֖ו  לַז ַ ֥לֶךְ וַי אֹמְר֑ ם מֶ ֖עֲל 
לְכָ  ֹ ה֥]מׇּ ֹֽינו ׃ )ט( וַי  יִת  ֔ הַז ַ   ֙אמֶר לָהֶם֤[ עָל 
י ֙הֶחֳדַ  נִ  ֙לְת ִ ְ ש  ר־ב ִ ֔אֶת־ד ִ ֶ ד֛ י אֲש  ים  ֖ ו  אֱלקִֹ ֥י יְכַב ְ
 ִ צִֹֽים׃ )י(  ֖י לָנ֔ לַכְת ִ ֣ים וְהָ ֑וַאֲנָש  ו עַ עַל־הָע 
צִ ֥וַי אֹמְר נָ ֖ו  הָע  א  לְכִ ֖ה לְכִי־אַ ֑ ים לַת ְ י  ֥ ת ְ מׇּ

 ֹ ֹֽינו ׃ )יא( וַת  נָ   ֙אמֶר לָהֶם֤עָל  א  י ֙ה הֶחֳדַ ֔הַת ְ   ֙לְת ִ
תְקִ  נו בָתִ ֔ אֶת־מׇּ וֹבָ ֖ י וְאֶת־ת ְ י  ֔ לַכְת ִ ֣ה וְהָ ֑י הַט 

צִֹֽים׃ )יב( וַי אֹמְר֖לָנ צִ ֥ו עַ עַל־הָֹֽע  ים  ֖ו  הָע 
לְכִ ֖פֶן לְכִי־אַ ֑לַג ָ  ֹֽינו ׃ )יג(  ֥ ת ְ )מלוכי( ]מׇּ י[ עָל 
 ֹ י ֙פֶן הֶחֳדַ ֔הַג ֶ  ֙אמֶר לָהֶם֤וַת  ִ ֣ אֶת־ת ִ   ֙לְת ִ י  ֔ירוֹש 

מ    ִ ֖ חַ אֱלקִֹ ֥הַֹֽמְש ַ ו עַ  ֖י לָנ֔לַכְת ִ ֣ ים וְהָ ֑ ים וַאֲנָש 
צִֹֽים׃ )יד( וַי אֹמְר צִ ֥עַל־הָע  ים אֶל־ ֖ו  כׇּל־הָע 

ֹ ֖ךְ אַת ָ ֥ד ל  ֑הָאָטָ  ֹֽינו ׃ )טו( וַי  ךְ־עָל  אמֶר  ֣ה מְלׇּ
צִים  ֮הָאָטָד אֱמֶ ֡אִ  ֒אֶל־הָע  ֶ ם֣ ם ב  ֶ   ֩ת אַת 
חִ  ְ יכֶ   ֙לֶךְ ֙ י לְמֶ ֤ ים אתִֹ ֨משֹ  ֹ   ם֔עֲל  י  ֑ו  בְצִל ִ ֣או  חֲסב֖ 
ש  ֤יִן ת   ֕וְאִם־אַ  א א  ל אֶת־ ֖ ד וְתאֹכַ ֔אָטָ ֣ מִן־הָ  ֙צ 
בָנֹֽוֹן֥אַרְז   בְרַ ֔נׇּס יוֹתָ ֣)כא( וַי ָ...י הַל ְ ח  ֖ם וַי ִ
א  ֣וַי    ָ ֣ רָה וַי   ֑לֶךְ ב ְ ב ש  ֶ נ ֔ש  ְ לֶךְ  ֥ בִימֶ י אֲ ֖ם מִפ 

 }פ{ אָחִֹֽיו׃
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7: Measure for measure 
Judges 9:23 

(23) Then God sent a spirit of discord between 
Abimelech and the citizens of Shechem, and the citizens 
of Shechem broke faith with Abimelech— 

 שופטים ט׳:כ״ג 

לַ  ְ ין ֣ה ב   ֔חַ רָעָ ו  ר֣  ֙ח אֱלקִֹים ֤)כג( וַי ִש 
עֲל  ֖לֶךְ ו ב  ֔אֲבִימֶ  כֶ ֣ין ב ַ ְ ד ֑י ש  בְג ְ ו  ֥ם וַי ִ

כֶ  ְ י־ש  אֲבִימֶֹֽלֶךְ׃ ֖בַעֲל   ם ב ַ

 
 

Judges 9:46-49 

(46) When all the citizens of the Tower of Shechem 
learned of this, they went into the tunnel of the temple 
of El-berith. (47) When Abimelech was informed that all 
the citizens of the Tower of Shechem had gathered 
[there], (48) Abimelech and all the troops he had with 
him went up on Mount Zalmon. Taking an ax in his 
hand, Abimelech lopped off a tree limb and lifted it 
onto his shoulder. Then he said to the troops that 
accompanied him, “What you saw me do—quick, do 
the same!” (49) So each of the troops also lopped off a 
bough; then they marched behind Abimelech and laid 
them against the tunnel, and set fire to the tunnel over 
their heads. Thus all the people of the Tower of 
Shechem also perished, about a thousand men and 
women. 

 

 מ״ט -שופטים ט׳:מ״ו

מְע  ְ עֲל  ֔)מו( וַֹֽי ִש  ֹֽל־ב ַ ׇּ כֶ ֖ו  כ  ְ ל־ש  ם ֑י מִֹֽגְד ַ
רִֹֽית׃ )מז(  ֥ית א  ֖יחַ ב   ֔או  אֶל־צְרִ ֣וַי בָֹ  ל ב ְ
צ ֣לֶךְ כ ִ ֑ד לַאֲבִימֶ ֖וַי ֻג ַ  עֲל  ֔י הִֹֽתְקַב ְ ֹֽל־ב ַ ׇּ י ֖ו  כ 

כֶֹֽם׃ )מח( וַי ַ  ְ ל־ש  לֶךְ הַר־ ֜עַל אֲבִימֶ ֨מִֹֽגְד ַ
ר֣וְכׇּל־הָעָ  ֮וֹן הו א ֗צַלְמ  ֶ וֹ ם אֲש  ח  ֒־אִת  ק ַ  ֩וַי ִ
מ  ֨אֲבִימֶ  רְד ֻ ידָ ֜לֶךְ אֶת־הַק ַ  ֙ וֹ וַי ִכְרתֹ֗וֹת ב ְ
צִ ֣ש וֹכַ  אֶ ֨ים וַי ִ ֔ת ע  ָ ָ ֔ש   כְמ ֖הָ וַי  ִ ם עַל־ש  וֹ ֑ש ֶ
 ֹ ר־עִמ  ֣אמֶר אֶל־הָעָ ֜וַי  ֶ  ֙ה רְאִיתֶם ֤וֹ מָ ֗ם אֲש 
כְרְת ֥ו  עֲש  ֖יתִי מַהֲר ֔עָש ִ  ו  ֨ו  כָמֹֽוֹנִי׃ )מט( וַי ִ

ׇּל־הָעָ  י ֤ו  אַחֲר  ֜לְכ ֨ה וַי   ֗יש  ש וֹכֹ ֣ם אִ ֜גַם־כ 
רִ ֣וַי שָ ִ  ֙לֶךְ ֙אֲבִימֶ  יתו  ֧יחַ וַי ַצ ִ ֔ימו  עַֹֽל־הַצ ְ
יהֶ  רִ ֛עֲל  א  ֖ם אֶֹֽת־הַצ ְ ָ ם ֣תו  ג ַ ֜ש  וַי מָֻ ֑יחַ ב 

ׇּל־אַנְש    כֶ ֧כ  ְ ל־ש  אֶ ֛י מִֹֽגְד ַ יש  ֥לֶף אִ ֖ם כ ְ
ֹֽה׃  ָ  }פ{  וְאִש  

 
 

Judges 9:53 

(53) But a woman dropped an upper millstone on 
Abimelech’s head and cracked his skull. 

 

 שופטים ט׳:נ״ג 

ל   ְ ש  ַ ָ ֞)נג( וַת  כֶב עַל־ ֖לַח רֶ ֥ת פ ֶ ֛ה אַחַ ֥ךְ אִש  
 ֹ ֹֽוֹ׃ ֖לֶךְ וַת ָ ֑אש  אֲבִימֶ ר֣  רִץ אֶת־ג ֻלְג ׇּלְת 

 
 

 

Judges 8:33-35 

(33) After Gideon died, the Israelites again went 
astray after the Baalim, and they adopted Baal-
berith as a god. (34) The Israelites gave no thought 
to the LORD their God, who saved them from all 
the enemies around them. (35) Nor did they show 
loyalty to the house of Jerubbaal-Gideon in return 
for all the good that he had done for Israel. 

 

 ל״ה -שופטים ח׳:ל״ג

ר ֗)לג( וַיְהִ  ֶ ֹֽאֲש  ַ דְע ֣מ   ֙י כ  נ  ֙ו בו  ֙וֹן וַי שָ  ֔ת ג ִ י  ֣ב ְ
רָא   זְנ ֔יִש ְ עָלִ ֣ו  אַחֲר  ֖ל וַי ִ ם ֛ימו  לָהֶ ֧ים וַי שָ ִ ֑י הַב ְ

רִ ב֥ ַ  אלקִֹֹֽים׃ )לד( וְלֹ ֖עַל ב ְ נ  ֙א זָֹֽכְרו  ֤ית ל  י ֣ב ְ
רָא   יהֶ ֔יִש ְ צ ִ ֑ל אֶת־ה' אֱלהֹ  ַ ד  ֥ם מִי ַ ֛יל אוֹתָ ֥ם הַמ 

יהֶ  ׇּל־איְֹב  בִֹֽיב׃ )לה( וְלאֹ־עָש  ֖כ  ָ סֶד  ֔ו  חֶ ֣ם מִס 
דְע ֖ית יְרֻב ַ ֥עִם־ב    כׇּ ֑עַל ג ִ ֶ ֔וֹבָ ל־הַט  ֨וֹן כ ְ ר  ֥ה אֲש 
ֹֽל׃֖עָש ָ  רָא   }פ{  ה עִם־יִש ְ
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