Fathers and Sons: Gideon’s War

Rachel Sharansky Danziger * January 23d 2023 * Houses, Divided: Families in Judges #3

1: Egypt — front and center

Judges 6:1-10

(1) Then the Israelites did what was offensive to the
LORD, and the LORD delivered them into the hands
of the Midianites for seven years. (2) The hand of
the Midianites prevailed over Israel; and because of
Midian, the Israelites provided themselves with
refuges in the caves and strongholds of the
mountains.? (3) After the Israelites had done their
sowing, Midian, Amalek, and the Kedemites would
come up and raid them; (4) they would attack
them, destroy the produce of the land all the way
to Gaza, and leave no means of sustenance in Israel,
not a sheep or an ox or an ass. (5) For they would
come up with their livestock and their tents,
swarming as thick as locusts; they and their camels
were innumerable. Thus they would invade the land
and ravage it.

(6) Israel was reduced to utter misery by the
Midianites, and the Israelites cried out to the LORD.

(7) When the Israelites cried to the LORD on
account of Midian, (8) the LORD sent a prophet to
the Israelites who said to them, “Thus said the
LORD, the God of Israel: | brought you up out of
Egypt and freed you from the house of bondage. (9)
| rescued you from the Egyptians and from all your
oppressors; | drove them out before you, and gave
you their land. (10) And | said to you, ‘I the LORD
am your God. You must not worship the gods of the
Amorites in whose land you dwell.” But you did not
obey Me.”

PN DU

T1o1Y2 YT X129 (N)
(2) 230 YW L7272 1 007
f7m “1an SXwoY TTRTT M

NIRRT 232 1077 WY
“NXY NIIYRATNN 0972 WK
X7 YR M () NIt
ToY1 DTR™320 P20y 1T 1179
“NYN Oy A () 7Y
TYRUR?) MY ARI2TTY PR 2
(M) im M M PR T
(IN2°) DNy 2y o B 9
0721 17 127 [IR]

PIN2 1N 1200 PR 0179037
NN

WY TR 2180 IR 2X 217 (1)
{0} +'77oN PN

2y "MK PRI PR T (1)
N21 UK T R (M) 17T NN
YRS O MM IR 337N

"DANN "N2YiT IR TN PN 1

07129 720 0NN KRR 0780
“22 T DI¥R TR'DINN XX (1)
TANN) 027190 001N W) 03

"IN 07 MYAR) () 0¥ INNN 027

X7] D3N3 A0 OOK WX KT
(5} P2 DOYRY



https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.6.1-10
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.6.1-10
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.6.1-10
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.6.1-10
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.6.1-10
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.6.1-10
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.6.1-10
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.6.1-10
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.6.1-10

2. “This strength”
Judges 6:11-16

(11) An angel of the LORD came and sat under the
terebinth at Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the
Abiezrite. His son Gideon was then beating out
wheat inside a winepress in order to keep it safe
from the Midianites. (12) The angel of the LORD
appeared to him and said to him, “The LORD is with
you, valiant warrior!” (13) Gideon said to him,
“Please, my lord, if the LORD is with us, why has all
this befallen us? Where are all His wondrous deeds
about which our fathers told us, saying, ‘Truly the
LORD brought us up from Egypt’? Now the LORD has
abandoned us and delivered us into the hands of
Midian!” (14) The LORD turned to him and said, “Go
in this strength of yours and deliver Israel from the
Midianites. | herewith make you My messenger.”
(15) He said to Him, “Please, my lord, how can |
deliver Israel? Why, my clan is the humblest in
Manasseh, and | am the youngest in my father’s
household.” (16) The LORD replied, “I will be with
you, and you shall defeat Midian to a man.”
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3: Moses and Gideon
Exodus 3:1-12 27K NnNw

(1) Now Moses, tending the flock of his father-in-law ANT 07 INXTNN YA 0 A (K)
Jethro, the priest of Midian, drove the flock into the 2T INIRETIN 37371 770 173
wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. N9 (2) 1270 DoPRNT 7N K2
(2) A messenger of n' appeared to him in a blazing fire NP 9T TIAN WRTN292 19N 1 TNOn
out of a bush. He gazed, and there was a bush all 59X PR 130 WR2 WAMI0N mam
aflame, yet the bush was not consumed. (3) Moses said, - - . '
“I must turn aside to look at this marvelous sight; why
doesn’t the bush burn up?” (4) When n' saw that he had
turned aside to look, God called to him out of the bush:
“Moses! Moses!” He answered, “Here | am.” (5) And
[God] said, “Do not come closer! Remove your sandals = T _ N :
from your feet, for the place on which you stand is holy WX DipnRT R 7711 29 W?Sj\;"?w
ground!” (6) and continued, “l am the God of your () NI W-.fp-nmx 7Y TRV TON
father’s [house]—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 0772 722K X 20K 0N MR
and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he 1739 YR N0 Iy RN PR RN
was afraid to look at God. (7) And ' continued, “I have T ARND (1) D°RPRTTON 07200 KT 0D
marked well the plight of My people in Egypt and have 0°73732 WK °RY 1Y NN PN X7
heeded their outcry because of their taskmasters; yes, | AV ° Il 2190 RNy onpyxTIN
am mindful of their sufferings... (10) Come, therefore, | DN AMRWRY 127 7AYY (0)... 72RO NN

"NX NN R3TTION 7N 0K ()
130T IWRD YT W 2730 A
PR R N2 19 79 TR ()
MWwn mwn NN e Nipn 0N
07 2120728 0K (7) 2137 RN

will send you to Pharaoh, and you shall free My people, {07870 X712 YN KRR YD
the Israelites, from Egypt.” (11) But Moses said to God, "3 23X °n 07RORITINTTITN RN (N)
“Who am | that | should go to Pharaoh and free the YR *327NK R7XIX 29 TYE-9K ToR
with you; that shall be your sign that it was | who sent "OYT-NN AR TRMPY 91X %9 NiXT

you. And when you have freed the people from Egypt,

; . - 0 2y DRORITNNTITIYR 0N%Rn
you shall worship God at this mountain. i . '

THI

Rosh Hashanah 25b 277D Mwn WX

And it says in another verse: “Moses and Aaron among His priests, and 1R 7WN” IR
Samuel among those who call His name; they called upon the Lord, and  >x9in3 Hxinws 11793
He answered them” (Psalms 99:6). This verse equates Samuel to Moses 21N YW MY
and Aaron. In this manner, the verse weighed three light ones of the oYy "o —uow
world, i.e., it considered the three less distinguished figures of Gideon, obiy T,Wm .‘ltZi‘?WD
Samson, and Jephthah as equal to three significant ones of the world, 9§72 Syar: 75 i
Moses, Aaron, and Samuel, three of the greatest leaders of the Jewish ﬁ: ﬁﬁﬁ Cing
7 7173 WD —
eople. This comes to tell you that Jerubaal in his generation is worth T
Peop ; you ™ : genera CY O mimanaxe — i3
of being treated like Moses in his generation; Bedan in his generation is T '
. .. . . s .. — M7 Nne?
like Aaron in his generation; and Jephthah in his generation is like . z?- i
Samuel in his generation. AT XY
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4: A sign and a mission
Judges 6:17-24

(17) And he said to Him, “If | have gained Your favor, give
me a sign that it is You who are speaking to me...(20) the
angel of God said to him, “Take the meat and the
unleavened bread, put them on yonder rock, and spill out
the broth.” He did so. (21) The angel of the LORD held out
the staff that he carried, and touched the meat and the
unleavened bread with its tip. A fire sprang up from the
rock and consumed the meat and the unleavened bread.
And the angel of the LORD vanished from his sight... (24) So
Gideon built there an altar to the LORD and called it
Adonai-shalom.™ To this day it stands in Ophrah of the
Abiezrites.

Judges 6:25-32

(25) That night the LORD said to him: “Take the young bull?
belonging to your father and another bull seven years old;
pull down the altar of Baal which belongs to your father, and
cut down the sacred post which is beside it. (26) Then build
an altar to the LORD your God, on the level ground™ on top
of this stronghold. Take the other bull and offer it as a burnt
offering, using the wood of the sacred post that you have cut
down.” (27) So Gideon took ten of his servants and did as the
LORD had told him; but as he was afraid to do it by day, on
account of his father’s household and the townspeople, he
did it by night. (28) Early the next morning, the townspeople
found that the altar of Baal had been torn down and the
sacred post beside it had been cut down, and that the
second bull had been offered on the newly built altar. (29)
They said to one another, “Who did this thing?” Upon inquiry
and investigation, they were told, “Gideon son of Joash did
this thing!” (30) The townspeople said to Joash, “Bring out
your son, for he must die: he has torn down the altar of Baal
and cut down the sacred post beside it!” (31) But Joash said
to all who had risen against him, “Do you have to contend for
Baal? Do you have to vindicate him? Whoever fights his
battles shall be dead by morning! If he is a god, let him fight
his own battles, since it is his altar that has been torn down!”
(32) That day they named him Jerubbaal, meaning “Let Baal
contend with him, since he tore down his altar.”
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5: God’s battle
Judges 7:5-6 =007 DUDW

(5) So he took the troops down to the water. Then  -HX ' K" 07pi7-%8 OYI-NN 77371 (M)
the LORD said to Gideon, “Set apart all those who 13;;}_;3 D?’};g-m mwbj p‘bz-qwg 5;5 At
lap up the water with their tongues like dogs™ YR 991 722 INIR ¥ 2590 P
from all those who get down on their knees to D’(PPI??DH -]”DOD 7’|—|7~| Q) ,n]nwb 11;-13-’75_7
drink.” (6) Now those who “lapped” the water 1h""7':>1 W;N mm wo u‘h’a'bx;m*a
into their mouths by hand numbered three o nhmw-?? DFI’JD'.IZI'W 1}71'3 uyn
hundred; all the rest of the troops got down on ST o {O} D’D
their knees to drink.

Judges 6:33-40 N-1"0: DWW

(33) All Midian, Amalek, and the Kedemites joined IDONI DTR121 PRy 17707221 (39)
forces; they crossed over and encamped in the Valley (72) 2Ry Py 107 127 1T
of Jezreel. (34) The spirit of the LORD enveloped TOIw YRN Y TTNN WY ' m
Gideon; he sounded the horn, and the Abiezrites DORYM (172) 70N PN pYIn
rallied behind him. (35) And he sent messengers PR MH'DJ oy ﬁ’t&?J?ﬁ;’?Jﬁ oW
throughout Manasseh, and they too rallied behind J ST A
him. He then sent messengers through Asher,
Zebulun, and Naphtali, and they came up to meet the
Manassites.

PRDIN PO WRI MY 07PN D)

{ONXTR? 137

QUOR DORONTTPN 1T NN (19)

Nombk TN tryo= 99 IS
(36) And Gideon said to God, “If You really intend to AT N2 17?373,”. DY STA yEn

deliver Israel through me as You have said— (37) T2 T NNK 1ED DI T (1)
here | place a fleece of wool on the threshing floor. If 227y m:b '_'fu?'-by ”EU;?D\DPN
dew falls only on the fleece and all the ground TN YNTA CRYT 0 1IN
remains dry, | shall know that You will deliver Israel {271 (12) «137 WRD X
through me, as You have said.” (38) And that is what iriResi it iaiwatidniva B aiinialalaolvi]
happened. Early the next day, he squeezed the fleece Sajalvisiol\elrlalyiElyia
and wrung out the dew from the fleece, a bowlful of
water. MR DURONTTONTIVTE 1R (09)
"NI RN OY2T N MR 279N
(39) Then Gideon said to God, “Do not be angry with MATTON 170 NI M oyen
me if | speak just once more. Let me make just one (1) DY T PINT 220 ATy
more test with the fleece: let the fleece alone be dry, 27 N n’;3}-_7:-_1 12 DsJ?"?g Yy
while there is dew all over the ground.” (40) God did o1 PIRATDD9YY AT TR
so that night: only the fleece was dry, while there oo T {TD} 51
was dew all over the ground. "
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6: A personal twist?
Judges 8:4-21

(11) Gideon marched up the road of the tent dwellers,
up to east of Nobah and Jogbehah, and routed the
camp, which was off guard. (12) Zebah and Zalmunna
took to flight, with Gideon in pursuit. He captured
Zebah and Zalmunna, the two kings of Midian, and
threw the whole army into panic.

(13) On his way back from the battle at the Ascent of
Heres, Gideon son of Joash (14) captured a boy from
among the people of Succoth and interrogated him.
The latter drew up for him a list of the officials and
elders of Succoth, seventy-seven in number. (15) Then
he came to the people of Succoth and said, “Here are
Zebah and Zalmunna, about whom you mocked me,
saying, ‘Are Zebah and Zalmunna already in your
hands,™ that we should give your famished men
bread?’” (16) And he took the elders of the city and,
[bringing] desert thorns and briers, he punished the
people of Succoth with them. (17) As for Penuel, he
tore down its tower and killed the townspeople.

(18) Then he asked Zebah and Zalmunna, “Those men
you killed at Tabor, what were they like?”f “They
looked just like you,” they replied, “like sons of a king.”
(19) “They were my brothers,” he declared, “the sons
of my mother. As the LORD lives, if you had spared
them, | would not kill you.”

(20) And he commanded his oldest son Jether, “Go kill
them!” But the boy did not draw his sword, for he was
timid, being still a boy.

(21) Then Zebah and Zalmunna said, “Come, you slay
us; for strength comes with manhood.” So Gideon
went over and killed Zebah and Zalmunna, and he took
the crescents that were on the necks of their camels.
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7: Sources, tools, and dynasties

Judges 8:22-23

(22) Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, “Rule over
us—you, your son, and your grandson as well; for you
have saved us from the Midianites.” (23) But Gideon
replied, “I will not rule over you myself, nor shall my
son rule over you; the LORD alone shall rule over

Judges 8:24-27

(24) And Gideon said to them, “l have a request to make
of you: Each of you give me the earring he received as
booty.” (They had golden earrings, for they were
Ishmaelites.) (25) “Certainly!” they replied. And they
spread out a cloth, and everyone threw onto it the
earring he had received as booty. (26) The weight of the
golden earrings that he had requested came to 1,700
shekels of gold; this was in addition to the crescents and
the pendants and the purple robes worn by the kings of
Midian and in addition to the collars on the necks of their
camels. (27) Gideon made an ephod of this gold™ and set
it up in his own town of Ophrah. There all Israel went
astray after it, and it became a snare to Gideon and his
household.
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(29) So Jerubbaal son of Joash retired to his own
house. (30) Gideon had seventy sons of his own
issue, for he had many wives. (31) A son was also
born to him by his concubine in Shechem, and he
named him Abimelech. (32) Gideon son of Joash
died at a ripe old age, and was buried in the tomb
of his father Joash at Ophrah of the Abiezrites. (33)
After Gideon died, the Israelites again went astray
after the Baalim, and they adopted Baal-berith as a
god. (34) The Israelites gave no thought to the
LORD their God, who saved them from all the
enemies around them. (35) Nor did they show
loyalty to the house of Jerubbaal-Gideon in return
for all the good that he had done for Israel.
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