A Template for Redemption:

Exodus 2-7 and Moshe’s L ife

Rachel Sharansky Danziger * February 22" 2022 * Exodus: The Ins and Outs of Liberty #2

1: The way out?

Exodus 2:11-22

(11) Some time after that, when Moses had grown
up, he went out to his kinsfolk and witnessed their
labors. He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one
of his kinsmen. (12) He turned this way and that
and, seeing no one about, he struck down the
Egyptian and hid him in the sand.

(13) When he went out the next day, he found two
Hebrews fighting; so he said to the offender, “Why
do you strike your fellow?” (14) He retorted, “Who
made you chief and ruler over us? Do you mean to
kill me as you killed the Egyptian?” Moses was
frightened, and thought: Then the matter is known!

(15) When Pharaoh learned of the matter, he
sought to kill Moses; but Moses fled from Pharaoh.
He arrived in the land of Midian, and sat down
beside a well. (16) Now the priest of Midian had
seven daughters. They came to draw water, and
filled the troughs to water their father’s flock; (17)
but shepherds came and drove them off. Moses
rose to their defense, and he watered their flock.
(18) When they returned to their father Reuel, he
said, “How is it that you have come back so soon
today?” (19) They answered, “An Egyptian
rescued us from the shepherds; he even drew water
for us and watered the flock.” (20) He said to his
daughters, “Where is he then? Why did you leave
the man? Ask him in to break bread.” (21) Moses
consented to stay with the man, and he gave Moses
his daughter Zipporah as wife. (22) She bore a son
whom he named Gershom, for he said, “I have
been a stranger in a foreign land.”
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2. The man who saw

Exodus 3:1-4

(1) Now Moses, tending the flock of his father-in-law
Jethro, the priest of Midian, drove the flock into the
wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.

(2) A messenger of mi7° appeared to him in a blazing fire

out of a bush. He gazed, and there was a bush all
aflame, yet the bush was not consumed. (3) Moses said,
“I must turn aside to look at this marvelous sight; why
doesn’t the bush burn up?” (4) When mi> saw that he
had turned aside to look, God called to him out of the
bush: “Moses! Moses!” He answered, “Here I am.”

Deuteronomy 34:1-5

(1) Moses went up from the steppes of Moab to Mount
Nebo, to the summit of Pisgah, opposite Jericho, and
M1 showed him the whole land: Gilead as far as
Dan...(4) And m said to him, “This is the land of
which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, ‘I will
assign it to your offspring.’ I have let you see it with
your own eyes, but you shall not cross there.” (5) So
Moses the servant of 7> died there, in the land of
Moab, at the command of .

TN NI

i o) IJIj'ﬂ 1‘11]? m;x'm__; ﬂ_}?ﬁ i n’rg“m (X)
“OX N2 7270 IRINETTIN 473 0T
T AR KT (2) N3N 22K
MM X7 73917 TR0 WRTN292 12N

(3) 22N 3PN M9 WR3 20N
MINVAT NN TRIND R3TTTION 71270 IR
N7 M 111007 1}_7;?'&’? NERIARNI '?ff;}fl
DAToX VPR NN NINT? 1R R T
3T VAR TN T NN 0 TiRn

o T = =X

123 7772828 Ny MY 259 (X)
T AN 0 3270y WK 309 WK
(7)...TT™7Y 2T DR YIRT-2271X
"RYIVI WRTING ORGP T 80
AP NN A7) pYY? DTN
290 X2 TRY TPV PPN T3I0N
NI YN TITRY Y 0w Nt ()
M "Ry

3. Facing the Egyptians

Exodus 3:5-10

(5) And [God] said, “Do not come closer! Remove your
sandals from your feet, for the place on which you stand is
holy ground!” (6) and continued, “I am the God of your
father’s [house]—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was
afraid to look at God. (7) And M continued, “I have
marked well the plight of My people in Egypt and have
heeded their outcry because of their taskmasters; yes, | am
mindful of their sufferings. (8) | have come down to
rescue them from the Egyptians and to bring them out of
that land to a good and spacious land, a land flowing with
milk and honey, the region of the Canaanites, the Hittites,
the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.
(9) Now the cry of the Israelites has reached Me;
moreover, | have seen how the Egyptians oppress them.
(10) Come, therefore, | will send you to Pharaoh, and you
shall free My people, the Israelites, from Egypt.”
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4: Facing the Israelites

Exodus 5:20-21 N”2-"2:’0 Nnw
(20) As they left Pharao_h’s presence, they came upon 0 DN'lP]? 0283 IINTNN PR RYID7 (D)
Moses and Aaron standing in their path, (21) and they 32 x> migbx 1inx™ (x3) «7972 NN OOXYD
said to them, “May ™7 look upon you and punish you .’1’57.3 AT N DRWNIM 0N HE0) D:*bs}
for making us loathsome to Pharaoh and his D e T
aKing s 1« . : . A13777 0772 2707 00R 1772y 1y
courtiers—putting a sword in their hands to slay us. P T T T TS s :

Numbers 16:12-14 T9-279:1"1 12772
(12) Moses sent for Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab; but 212 0IRY 1DTY XY Y now (27)
they said, “We will not come! (13) Is it not enough that you 29 YN () F19¥1 KD 1IN 2898
brought us from a land flowing with milk and honey to PR WITY 270 N3 TIND 1Y
have us die in the wilderness, that you would also lord it () AR 15y TR 12708
over us? (14) Even if you had brought us to a land flowing A R
with milk and honey, and given us possession of fields and ”QN’PC{ wIT 27T n“;; TIRT2R XD ?N
vineyards, should you gouge out the eyes of those DOWIRT *1PYa 0921 70 N2n1 5y mm
involved? We will not come!” 1791 N2 IR g0

Rashi on Exodus 2:13

(1) o>may owir w TWO MEN OF THE HEBREWS — viz., Dathan and Abiram (Nedarim

64b); it was they, too, who left over some of the manna (Exodus Rabbah 1:29).

5: Access to water

Exodus 15:22-26 172-272:17°0 MW

(22) Then Moses caused Israel to set out from the Sea of W 71070 2RI NR Y Yom (20

)

Reeds. They went on into the wilderness of Shur; they traveled 93703 D NWSY 1957 W12
three days in the wilderness and found no water...(24) And the by TR 1P (19)...070 YR

people grumbled against Moses, saying, “What shall we
drink?” (25) So he cried out to M, and > showed him a
piece of wood; he threw it into the water and the water became

put to the test. (26) [God] said, “If you will heed your God 7 M 1917 Ynwn ying-oX Nt (13

diligently, doing what is upright in God’s sight, giving ear to AR AYRP Y2 ghm 700N

2N PYEe) (712) AW TANRY
PRI D2 2w vy I 1

sweet. There [God] made for them a fixed rule; there they were 47191 O LRYM P11 12 O oY 071

)

God’s commandments and keeping all God’s laws, then I will MomnnT22 pn20 nnw 1Pnivn’
not bring upon you any of the diseases that | brought upon the 51k 55 355y poipx-NS T3 %N AW
Egyptians, for | m7° am your healer.” R . {D} WNDW I—nl—p

Bava Kamma 82a:5-6

.As it is taught in a baraita with regard to the verse: “and they went three days in the wilderness,
and found no water” (Exodus 15:22). Those who interpret verses said that water here is referring to
nothing other than Torah, as it is stated: “Ho, everyone who thirsts, come for water” (Isaiah 55:1).
The verse means that since the Jews traveled for three days without hearing any Torah they
became weary, and therefore the prophets among them arose and instituted for them that
they should read from the Torah each Shabbat, and pause on Sunday, and read again on
Monday, and pause on Tuesday and Wednesday, and read again on Thursday, and pause
on Shabbat eve, so they would not tarry three days without hearing the Torah.
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6. Moshe’s future withdrawal

Deuteronomy 1:6-14

(6) Our God > spoke to us at Horeb, saying: You have
stayed long enough at this mountain. (7) Start out and
make your way to the hill country of the Amorites and
to all their neighbors in the Arabah, the hill country, the
Shephelah, the Negeb, the seacoast, the land of the
Canaanites, and the Lebanon, as far as the Great River,
the river Euphrates. (8) See, | place the land at your
disposal. Go, take possession of the land that > swore
to your fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to assign to
them and to their heirs after them. (9) Thereupon | said
to you, “I cannot bear the burden of you by myself. (10)
Your God i has multiplied you until you are today as
numerous as the stars in the sky.— (11) May ™, the
God of your ancestors, increase your numbers a
thousandfold, and bless you as promised.— (12) How
can | bear unaided the trouble of you, and the burden,
and the bickering! (13) Pick from each of your tribes
candidates who are wise, discerning, and experienced,
and | will appoint them as your heads.” (14) You
answered me and said, “What you propose to do is
good.”
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7. A deficiency of speech

Exodus 4:10-12

(10) But Moses said to mi, “Please, O my lord, I
have never been a man of words, either in times past
or now that You have spoken to Your servant; | am
slow of speech and slow of tongue.” (11) And M
said to him, “Who gives humans speech? Who
makes them dumb or deaf, seeing or blind? Is it not I,
M ? (12) Now go, and | will be with you as you
speak and will instruct you what to say.”

Exodus 2:23-25

(23) A long time after that, the king of Egypt died.
The Israelites were groaning under the bondage
and cried out; and their cry for help from the
bondage rose up to God. (24) God heard their
moaning, and God remembered the covenant with
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob. (25) God looked
upon the Israelites, and God took notice of them.
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8: Brotherhood and redemption

Exodus 4:13-16 V-2 NIRY
But he said, “Please, O my lord, make someone else Your AR APWAT2 RITMPW 23X *2 KN
agent.” M became angry with Moses and said, “There is AL P3N (IR N9 NN g M
your_brother Aaron th(_a Levi_te. He, | know, speaks Nx"‘mn'n;n 031 KIT 93T 79709 ',m;-_[;
re_adlly. Even now he is setting out to meet you, and he Yo R13T1 1293 AN TR TR
will be happy to see you. You shall speak to himand put | = F & = 00 707 0mwicis e TR -0

the words in his mouth—I will be with you and with him 1= B¥ IIX "2IK1 123 DOITTNX 1w

as you speak, and tell both of you what to do— and he YD WK NX ODNN *N77iM A1°R 0y
shall speak for you to the people. Thus he shall serve as AP NI T OYTON A7 K1
your spokesman, with you playing the role of God to him. ‘01PN 1971170R AN 77

Midrash Tanchuma, Shemot 27

..when the Holy One, blessed be He, told Moses to go to Pharaoh as His messenger, he replied: O
Lord, send, | pray thee, by the hand of him whom Thou wilt sent (Exod. 4:13). Put out of your mind
the thought that Moses was distressed because he was not willing to go. That is not so. He actually
was concerned about Aaron’s prestige. Moses said: Before [ was designated (to go), my brother
Aaron prophesied in Egypt for them for eighty years, as it is written: And | made known to them in the
land of Egypt (Exod. 20:5)...Throughout all these years my brother prophesied, and if | should now
intrude into his area (of service) he will be deeply distressed. That is why Moses did not wish to go.
The Holy One, blessed be He, replied to Moses: Aaron will not be offended. In fact, not only will he
not be displeased, but he will rejoice. You know this is so, for He said to him: And also, behold, he
cometh forth to meet thee; when he seeth thee, he will be glad in his heart (Exod. 4:14). It does not
say “he will be glad with his mouth” or simply “he will be glad,” but rather, he will glad to see him,
in his heart.

Shemot Rabbah 5:9

"And God said to Aharon, 'Go to meet Moshe in the wilderness™*: This is that which is written
(Job 37:5), "God thunders wonders with His voice™ - what is it that he thunders?.. Rabbi Reuven said,
"At the time that the Holy One, blessed be He, said to Moshe in Midian, 'Go return to Egypt' (Exodus
4:19), the speech divided into two voices and it became two faces. And Moshe heard in Midian, '‘Go
return to Egypt,’ but Aharon heard, '‘Go to meet Moshe in the wilderness."™ Hence, "God thunders
wonders with His voice."

9: There will be blood
Exodus 4:24-26 179-772:"7 NIRY
(24) At a night encampment on the way, m:1> encountered M 1wanm 119m2 7772 777 (19)
him and sought to kill him. (25) So Zipporah took a flint % HBY Mpm (719) «invnn wpan
and cut off her son’s foreskin, and touched his legs with it, T ey i
saying, “You are truly a bridegroom of blood to me!” (26)
And when [God] let him alone, she added, “A bridegroom
of blood because of the circumcision.”
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10: Regaining identity

Exodus 5:22-23

(22) Then Moses returned to ™7 and said, “O my lord, why
did You bring harm upon this people? Why did You send
me? (23) Ever since | came to Pharaoh to speak in Your
name, he has dealt worse with this people; and still You have

not delivered Your people.”

Exodus 6:10-7:2

(10) mm» spoke to Moses, saying, (11) “Go and tell
Pharaoh king of Egypt to let the Israelites depart from
his land.” (12) But Moses appealed to mi, saying,
“The Israelites would not listen to me; how then
should Pharaoh heed me, me—who gets tongue-
tied!” (13) So M spoke to both Moses and Aaron in
regard to the Israelites and Pharaoh king of Egypt,
instructing them to deliver the Israelites from the land
of Egypt. (14) The following are the heads of their
respective clans.The sons of Reuben, Israel’s first-
born: Enoch and Pallu, Hezron and Carmi; those are
the families of Reuben...(18) The sons of Kohath:
Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel; and the span of
Kohath’s life was 133 years...(20) Amram took into
his [household] as wife his father’s sister Jochebed,
and she bore him Aaron and Moses; and the span of
Amram’s life was 137 years...(23) Aaron took into
his [household] as wife Elisheba, daughter of
Amminadab and sister of Nahshon, and she bore him
Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar... (26) It is
the same Aaron and Moses to whom 7 said, “Bring
forth the Israelites from the land of Egypt, troop by
troop.” (27) It was they who spoke to Pharaoh king of
Egypt to free the Israelites from the Egyptians; these
are the same Moses and Aaron. (28) For when mi
spoke to Moses in the land of Egypt (29) and i said
to Moses, “I am mi7; speak to Pharaoh king of Egypt
all that I will tell you,” (30) Moses appealed to mm,
saying, “See, I get tongue-tied; how then should
Pharaoh heed me!”... (1) mi replied to Moses, “See,
| place you in the role of God to Pharaoh, with your
brother Aaron as your prophet. (2) You shall repeat
all that I command you, and your brother Aaron shall
speak to Pharaoh to let the Israelites depart from his
land.
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