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Brotherhood and Memory: Between Caleb and Achsah  
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1: A potent beginning  
Judges 1:1-3 

(1) After the death of Joshua, the Israelites inquired of the 
LORD, “Which of us shall be the first to go up against the 
Canaanites and attack them?” (2) The LORD replied, “Let [the 
tribe of] Judah go up. I now deliver the land into their 
hands.” (3) Judah then said to their brother-tribe Simeon, 
“Come up with us to our allotted territory and let us attack 
the Canaanites, and then we will go with you to your allotted 
territory.” So Simeon joined them. 

 ׳ ג- ׳א׳: א  שופטים

אֲלו   עַ ֔יְהוֹש    וֹתמ֣  ֙אַחֲרֵי  י֗)א( וַיְה   ְ נֵ ֙וַַֽי  ש   י֣ב ְ
רָאֵ  ה ל֔י ש ְ אֶל־  נו  ֧יַעֲלֶה־ל ָ  י֣מ   ר֑לֵאמֹ ' ב ַ
נַעֲנ   ְ ל ָ  י֛הַַֽכ  ח  ת ְ ל ָ  ה֖ב ַ ַֽוֹ׃  חֶם֥לְה  ֹ ( ב) ב    אמֶר֣וַי 

ֵ  ה֑יַעֲלֶ  ה֣יְהו דָ ' ה נ  י֥נָתַ  ה֛ה   רֶץ֖אֶת־הָאָ  ת  
ידַָֽוֹ׃ ֹ ( ג ) ב ְ מְע  ֩יְהו דָה  אמֶר֣וַי   יו֜ן אָח  וֹ ֨לְש  
ת    ה֧עֲלֵ  חֲמָה  י֗בְגוֹרָל   י֣א  ָ ַֽל  נַעֲנ   ֙וְנ  ְ ַֽכ  ַ  י֔ב 

ךָ  י֛גַם־אֲנ   י֧וְהָלַכְת    ת ְ גוֹרָלֶ  ֖א  ֵ  ךָ ֑ב ְ ת   לֶךְ ֥וַי   וֹ ֖א 
מְעַֽוֹן׃   ש  

 
 

Joshua 1:1-2 

(1) After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the 
LORD said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ attendant: (2) 
“My servant Moses is dead. Prepare to cross the Jordan, 
together with all this people, into the land that I am 
giving to the Israelites. 

 

 ב׳ - יהושע א׳:א׳

ֶ ֥י מ ֛י אַחֲרֵ ֗)א( וַיְה   ֹ ֣ה עֶ ֖וֹת משֹ  אמֶר ה'  ֤בֶד ה' וַי 
ן־נ ֣אֶל־יְהוֹש    רֵ ֔עַ ב   ָ ֶ ֥ו ן מְש  ה לֵאמַֹֽר׃ )ב(  ֖ת משֹ 

 ֶ ה ֑י מֵ ֖ה עַבְד   ֥משֹ  ָ ן ֣ר אֶת־הַי ַרְד ֵ ֜ו ם עֲבֹ ק֨  ֩ת וְעַת 
ה֗הַז ֶ ָ ֶ ֕ה אֶל־הָאָ ֔ם הַז ֶ֣וְכָל־הָעָ  ֙ה אַת  י  ֛ר אָנכֹ  ֧רֶץ אֲש 
בְנֵהֶ֖ ן לָ ֥נתֵֹ  רָאֵַֽל׃ ֥ם ל   י י ש ְ

 
 

Judges 1:19-21 

The LORD was with Judah, so that they took possession of 
the hill country; but they were not able to dispossess the 
inhabitants of the plain, for they had iron chariots. They 
gave Hebron to Caleb, as Moses had promised; and he 
drove the three Anakites out of there. The Benjaminites 
did not dispossess the Jebusite inhabitants of Jerusalem; 
so the Jebusites have dwelt with the Benjaminites in 
Jerusalem to this day. 

 

 כ״א - שופטים א׳:י״ט

ֹ ֔י ה' אֶת־יְהו דָ ֤וַיְה   א ֤י לֹ ֣ר כ   ֑רֶש  אֶת־הָהָ ֖ה וַי 
יש   בֵ  ֙לְהוֹר  ְ י־רֶ ֔י הָעֵ ֣אֶת־ישֹ  רְזֶ֥מֶק כ   ַ ל לָהֶַֽם׃  ֖כֶב ב 
נ ֶ ֔אֶת־חֶבְר  ֙ו  לְכָלֵב ֤וַי  ת ְ אֲש  ַ ב ֶ ֖וֹן כ  ֶ ֣ר ד   ה ֑ר משֹ 
ָ ֣וַי   ש   ָ ֔וֹרֶש  מ  לשֹ  ְ נֵ֖ם אֶת־ש  י הָעֲנַָֽק׃ וְאֶת־ ֥ה ב ְ

י ֵ  ֙הַיְבו ס  לַ ֣ישֹ  ָ נֵ֖א הוֹר  ֥  ם לֹ ֔͏ב יְרו ש  ו  ב ְ נְימָ  ֣יש  ן ֑י ב 
 ֵ ב הַיְבו ס  ֨וַי  ֶ נֵ ֜ש  ן ֤י אֶת־ב ְ נְימָ  יר ֙י ב  לַ ֣ב   ָ ד  ֖  ם עַ ֔͏ו ש 
 }פ{  וֹם הַז ֶַֽה׃֥הַי  

 

Course description: 
The Book of Judges explores an era of national decline and alienation, but its horrors 

penetrate private families as well. How are the book's families shaped by their era? And 

how do they come to represent it in turn? 
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2. Uncomfortable echoes 

Genesis 37:18-27 

(18) They saw him from afar, and before he 
came close to them they conspired to kill him.  
 
(19) They said to one another, “Here comes 
that dreamer! (20) Come now, let us kill him 
and throw him into one of the pits; and we 
can say, ‘A savage beast devoured him.’ We 
shall see what comes of his dreams!” (21) But 
when Reuben heard it, he tried to save him 
from them. He said, “Let us not take his life.” 
(22) And Reuben went on, “Shed no blood! 
Cast him into that pit out in the wilderness, 
but do not touch him yourselves”—intending 
to save him from them and restore him to his 
father. (23) When Joseph came up to his 
brothers, they stripped Joseph of his tunic, 
the ornamented tunic that he was wearing, 
(24) and took him and cast him into the pit. 
The pit was empty; there was no water in it. 
(25) Then they sat down to a meal. Looking 
up, they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming 
from Gilead, their camels bearing gum, balm, 
and ladanum to be taken to Egypt. (26) Then 
Judah said to his brothers, “What do we gain 
by killing our brother and covering up his 
blood?  
 
(27) Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, 
but let us not do away with him ourselves. 
After all, he is our brother, our own flesh.” His 
brothers agreed. 

 כ״ז -בראשית ל״ז:י״ח

 ֙רֶם֙ק ו בְטֶ ֑וֹ מֵרָחֹ ֖ו  אתֹ֥)יח( וַי  רְא
קְרַ  ל֔ב אֲלֵיהֶ ֣י  ַֽתְנַכ ְ וֹ ֖ו  אתֹ֥ם וַי  

יתַֽוֹ׃   לַהֲמ 
 

ֵ֑יש  אֶל־אָח  ֣ו  א  ֖)יט( וַי אֹמְר  נ  ה  ֗יו ה 
זֶ ֥עַל הַחֲלמֹב֛ ַ  ָ ַֽא׃ )כ(  ֖וֹת הַל  ָ ה ב 

כֵ ֗ו  וְנַַֽהַרְגֵ ֣לְכ ׀ ה֣וְעַת ָ  ל  ְ   ו֙  ה֙הו  וְנַש 
אַחַ  רֹ֣ב ְ ָ ֕וֹת וְאָמַ ֔ד הַב  ה ֖ה רָעָ ֥רְנו  חַי 
רְאֶ ֑אֲכָלָ  הְי֕תְהו  וְנ  ו  חֲלמֹתַָֹֽיו׃ ֖ ה מַה־י  

מַ  ְ לֵ ֔ע רְאו בֵ ֣)כא( וַי  ש  ַצ   י דָָ ֖ן וַי  ם  ֑הו  מ 
 ֹ ֹ ֖א נַכ ֶ ֥אמֶר לֹ ֕וַי  ׃ )כב( וַי  ו  נַָֽפֶש  אמֶר ֨נ 

כו ־דָם ֮רְאו בֵן ׀ ם֣אֲלֵהֶ  ְ פ  ְ ש    ֒אַל־ת  
 ְ ֶ  ֙וֹר הַז ֶה֤וֹ אֶל־הַב  ֗יכו  אתֹ֣ל  הַש  ר ֣אֲש 

דְב ָ  מ   לְחו ־ב֖ר וְיָ ֔ב ַ ְ ש  עַן ֗וֹ לְמַ ֑ד אַל־ת  
י דָָ  ֙יל אתֹוֹ ֤הַצ    יב֔מ  ַֽיו׃ ֖ ם לַהֲש   וֹ אֶל־אָב 

ר־ב ָ ֕)כג( וַַֽיְה   ֶ ַֽאֲש  ַ יו  ֑ף אֶל־אֶחָ ֖ א יוֹסֵ ֥י כ 
נְת   ֙יטו  אֶת־יוֹסֵף֤וַי פְַש    ׇּ ת  וֹ אֶת־ ֔אֶת־כ  
תֹ  ס   ֥כ ְ ַ ֶ ֖נֶת הַפ  ר עָלַָֽיו׃ )כד(  ֥ים אֲש 
ח  ֨וַי    ָ ל  ֔ק  ְ ֹ ֖כו  אתֹ֥הו  וַי ַש  וֹר  ֣רָה וְהַב  ֑ וֹ הַב 
בו  ֖ין ב  ֥ק אֵ ֔רֵ  ְ לֶַֽאֱכׇּל־ ֮וֹ מַָֽי ם׃ )כה( וַי שֵ 
א ֒חֶם֒לֶ  רְא ֙ו  עֵַֽיניֵהֶם֤וַי  ש ְ נ ֵה֔וַי     ֙ו  וְה 

מְעֵאל  ֣ארְֹחַ  ְ אָ ֔ת י ש  ָ לְעָ ֖ים ב  ג   ד ֑ה מ 
א  ֣יהֶ ו גְמַל ֵ  ט ֔י וָלֹ ֣ו צְר   ֙ים נְכאֹת ֗ם נַֹֽש ְ
צְרַָֽיְמָה׃ ֥ים לְהוֹר  ֖הוֹלְכ    יד מ 

 
 ֹ יו מַה־ ֑ה אֶל־אֶחָ ֖אמֶר יְהו דָ ֥)כו( וַי 

ס   ֔אֶת־אָח   ֙י נַהֲרגֹ ֤צַע כ   ב֗ ֶ  ינו  ֖ינו  וְכ 
מַֽוֹ׃ )כז( לְכ  רֶ ֞אֶת־ד ָ ְ מְכ  ו  ֣ו  וְנ  נ 

מְעֵאל   ְ י־ ֙נו  ֙ים וְידֵָ ֗לַי  ש  ה  ַֽי־ ֔באַל־ת ְ וֹ כ  
רֵ ֥אָח   מְע֑נו  ה֖ינו  בְש ָ ְ  ו  אֶחַָֽיו׃֖ו א וַַֽי  ש 

 

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.37.18-27
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3: Memory and infidelity 
Judges 2:1-3 

(1) An angel of the LORD came up from Gilgal to 
Bochim and said, “I brought you up from Egypt and 
I took you into the land which I had promised on 
oath to your fathers. And I said, ‘I will never break 
My covenant with you. (2) And you, for your part, 
must make no covenant with the inhabitants of 
this land; you must tear down their altars.’ But you 
have not obeyed Me—look what you have done! 
(3) Therefore, I have resolved not to drive them 
out before you; they shall become your 
oppressors, and their gods shall be a snare to you.” 

 ג׳ -שופטים ב׳:א׳ 

לְג ָ ֧)א( וַי ַ  ן־הַג   ל אֶל־ ֖עַל מַלְאַךְ־ה' מ 
כֹ    }פ{  ים֑הַב 

  ֹ צְרַ ֜ה אֶתְכֶ ֨אַעֲלֶ  ֩אמֶר ֩וַי  מ   יא ֤י ם וָאָב  ֗ם מ 
ֶ ֗אֶל־הָאָ  ֙אֶתְכֶם  ב ַ ר נ  ֤רֶץ אֲש  ְ י֙ש   ֙ עְת  
ית  ֧ר לַֹֽא־אָפֵ ֕ם וָאמַֹ ֔תֵיכֶ ֣לַאֲבֹ  ר  כֶ ֛ר ב ְ ת ְ ם ֖י א 

כְרְת֗לְעוֹלַָֽם׃ )ב( וְאַת ֶ  ית ֤ם לַֹֽא־ת   ֙ו  בְר 
בֵי  ְ חוֹתֵיהֶ ֔רֶץ הַז ֹ ֣הָאָ  ֙לְיַֽוֹש  זְב ְ צֹ֖את מ  ת  ו ן  ֑ם ת  

מַעְת ֶ  ְ קוֹל  ֥וְלאֹ־ש  יתֶַֽם׃  ֥י מַה־ז ֹ ֖ם ב ְ את עֲש  
ם ֖ש  אוֹתָ ֥י לאֹ־אֲגָרֵ רְת   ֔ם אָמַ ֣)ג( וְגַ 
נֵיכֶ  ְ פ  ד    ֙ו  לָכֶם ֤ם וְהָי ֑מ  הְי ֔הֵיהֶ ֣ים וֵאלֹ ֔לְצ  ו  ֥ם י 
׃ ֖לָכֶ   ם לְמוֹקֵַֽש 

 
Judges 2:6-11 

(6) When Joshua dismissed the people, the Israelites 
went to their allotted territories and took possession 
of the land. (7) The people served the LORD during 
the lifetime of Joshua and the lifetime of the older 
people who lived on after Joshua and who had 
witnessed all the marvelous deeds that the LORD had 
wrought for Israel. (8) Joshua son of Nun, the servant 
of the LORD, died at the age of one hundred and ten 
years, (9) and was buried on his own property, at 
Timnath-heres in the hill country of Ephraim, north 
of Mount Gaash. (10) And all that generation were 
likewise gathered to their fathers. 
Another generation arose after them, which had not 
experienced [the deliverance of] the LORD or the 
deeds that He had wrought for Israel. (11) And the 
Israelites did what was offensive to the LORD. They 
worshiped the Baalim 

 י״א - שופטים ב׳:ו׳

ל ַ  ַ ו  ֧ם וַי לְֵכ ֑עַ אֶת־הָעָ ֖ח יְהוֹש   ֥)ו( וַיְש 
רָאֵ  ת אֶת־ ֥וֹ לָרֶ ֖יש  לְנַחֲלָת ֥ל א  ֛בְנֵי־י ש ְ ֶ ש 

ֹ  ֙ו  הָעָם ֤הָאַָֽרֶץ׃ )ז( וַי עַַבְד  ל  ֖אֶת־ה' כ 
קֵנ  ֣יְמֵ  ׀ ל֣עַ וְכֹ ֑י יְהוֹש   ֣יְמֵ  ֶ ֗י הַז ְ ר  ֨ים אֲש 

ים ֤הֶאֱר   ֶ ֔י יְהוֹש  ֣אַחֲרֵ  ֙יכו  ימָ  ו  ֗ר רָא ֣ו עַ אֲש 
ׇּל־מַעֲש ֵ ֣אֵ  ֶ ֔ה ה' הַג ָד ֤ת כ  ה ֖ר עָש ָ ֥וֹל אֲש 

 ָ רָאֵַֽל׃ )ח( וַי  ת יְהוֹש   ֛לְי ש ְ ן־נ ֥מׇּ ו ן  ֖עַ ב  
ן־מֵאָ עֶ֣  ֶ ַֽים׃ )ט(  ֖ה וָעֶ ֥בֶד ה' ב  נ  ָ ר ש  ש ֶ

ר  קְב ְ גְב ֙ו  אוֹתוֹ ֤וַי   מְנַת־ ֔ו ל נַחֲלָת ֣ב   ת  וֹ ב ְ
הַ ֖חֶ  פ ֑ר אֶפְרָ ֣רֶס ב ְ צ ְ ׃  וֹן לְהַר־ ֖י ם מ  ַֽעַש  ג ָ

ׇּל־הַד   ֙)י( וְגַם  ו  אֶל־ ֖ו א נֶאֶסְפ֔וֹר הַה ֣כ 
ָ ֑אֲבוֹתָ  ם ֩יו וַי  ֶ ֗ר אַחֲרֵיהֶ ֜וֹר אַחֵ ֨ד   ֩קׇּ ר  ֤ם אֲש 

עֲש ֶ  ֙אֶת־ה' וְגַם  ֙לאֹ־יַָֽדְעו   ַ ה ֔אֶת־הַַֽמ 
 ֶ רָאֵַֽל׃֖ר עָש ָ ֥אֲש   }פ{  ה לְי ש ְ

רָאֵ ֧וַי עֲַש  ( יא)  ע  ֖ל אֶת־הָרַ ֛ו  בְנֵי־י ש ְ
עֵינֵ  ַֽים׃ ֖וַי ַעַבְד  י ה'֣ב ְ עָל   ו  אֶת־הַב ְ

 
 

Exodus 1:6-8 

(6) Joseph died, and all his brothers, and all that 
generation. (7) But the Israelites were fertile and prolific; 
they multiplied and increased very greatly, so that the 
land was filled with them. (8) A new king arose over Egypt 
who did not know Joseph. 

 ח׳ -שמות א׳:ו׳

 ָ ת יוֹסֵף ֤)ו( וַי  ל  ֖יו וְכֹ ֔וְכׇּל־אֶחָ  ֙מׇּ
רָאֵ ֣וֹר הַהַֽו א׃ )ז( ו בְנֵ֥הַד   ל  ֗י י ש ְ
ר ָ רְצ ֧פ  ְ רְב  ֛ו  וַַֽי  ש  ַַֽעַצְמ ֥ו  וַי   ו  ֖ו  וַי 
מְאֹ  לֵ ֑ד מְאֹ ֣ב   ָ מ  רֶץ ֖א הָאָ ֥ד וַת  
 }פ{  אתַָֹֽם׃

ָ ( ח)  ם מֶַֽלֶךְ־חָדָ ֥וַי  ש  עַל־ ֖קׇּ
צְרָ  ֶ ֑מ   ע אֶת־יוֹסֵַֽף׃ ֖ר לַֹֽא־ידַָ ֥י ם אֲש 

https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.2.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.2.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.2.6-11
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.2.6-11
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4: A doubly odd anecdote 
Judges 1:12-15 

(12) And Caleb announced, “I will give my daughter Achsah 
in marriage to the man who attacks and captures Kiriath-
sepher.” (13) His younger kinsman, Othniel the Kenizzite, 
captured it; and Caleb gave him his daughter Achsah in 
marriage. (14) When she came [to him], she induced him to 
ask her father for some property. She dismounted from her 
donkey, and Caleb asked her, “What is the matter?” (15) 
She replied, “Give me a present, for you have given me 
away as Negeb-land; give me springs of water.” And Caleb 
gave her Upper and Lower Gulloth.-b 

 ט״ו -שופטים א׳:י״ב 

 ֹ לֵ אמֶ ֣ )יב( וַי  ָ ר־יכַ ֶ ֔ר כ  ֶ רְיַת־ ֥ ב אֲש  ה אֶת־ק 
י ל ֥ה  וְנָתַ ֑פֶר ו לְכָדָ ֖סֵ  ת   ֥וֹ אֶת־עַכְסָ ֛ת   י  ֖ ה ב 

דָה   לְכ ְ ַֽה׃ )יג( וַַֽי   ָ ש   יאֵ   ֙לְא  תְנ  ן־קְנַ ֣ עׇּ ֶ ז  ֔ל ב 
טֹ ֖י כָלֵ ֥אֲח   ָ מ ֶ ֣ב הַק  ן־ל ֑ן מ  ֶ ו  וַי  ת  וֹ אֶת־֛ נ 
ת  ֥עַכְסָ  ַֽה׃ )יד( וַיְה  ֖ה ב  ָ ש   בוֹ ֣וֹ לְא  ה   ֗אָ י ב ְ

יתֵ  ס  אֹ   ֙הו  ֙וַת ְ ְ ש  דֶ  ֙ יהָ ֙ל מֵַֽאֵת־אָב  ֤ל  ָ ה  ֔הַש  
צְנַ  ַֹֽאמֶר־לָ ֑ל הַחֲמ֣ח מֵעַ ֖וַת   לֵ ֥וֹר וַי  ָ ב  ֖ה  כ 

 ֹ ַֽךְ׃ )טו( וַת  ָ ה  ֗י בְרָכָ ֣ וֹ הַָֽבָה־ל   ֜אמֶר ל ֨מַה־ל 
ֶ֤י אֶ כ֣    י וְנָתַת ָ ֔נְתַת ָ  ֙גֶב֙רֶץ הַנ  ֹ ֖ה ל  ֥ נ  ל  ת  ֣י ג  
ן־לָ ֑מָ  ֶ ת  ֹ ֚ב אֵ לֵ֗ ה  כ ָ ֣י ם וַי   ל  ל   ֣ת ג   ת  ֖ית וְאֵ ֔ ת ע 
 ֹ ַֽית׃֥ג  ל  חְת   ַ  }פ{ ת ת 

 
Joshua 15:16-19 

(16) and Caleb announced, “I will give my daughter Achsah 
in marriage to the man who attacks and captures Kiriath-
sepher.” (17) His kinsman Othniel the Kenizzite captured 
it; and Caleb gave him his daughter Achsah in marriage. 
(18) When she came [to him], she induced him-e to ask her 
father for some property. She dismounted from her 
donkey, and Caleb asked her, “What is the matter?” (19) 
She replied, “Give me a present; for you have given me 
away as Negeb-land; so give me springs of water.” And he 
gave her Upper and Lower Gulloth. 

 י״ט -יהושע ט״ו:ט״ז 

 ֹ לֵ ֣)טז( וַי  ָ ר־יַכ ֶ ֔אמֶר כ  ֶ רְיַת־ ֥ב אֲש  ה אֶת־ק 
י ל ֥ה  וְנָתַ ֑פֶר ו לְכָדָ ֖סֵ  ת   ֥וֹ אֶת־עַכְסָ ֛ת   י  ֖ ה ב 

דָ  לְכ ְ ַֽה׃ )יז( וַַֽי   ָ ש   יאֵ ֛לְא  תְנ  ן־קְנַ ֥ ה  עׇּ ֶ י  ֣ז אֲח  ֖ל ב 
ן־ל ֑כָלֵ  ֶ ת  ֥וֹ אֶת־עַכְסָ ֛ב וַי  ת  ַֽה׃  ֖ה ב  ָ ש   וֹ לְא 

בוֹאָ  ׀ י ֣ )יח( וַיְה   יתֵ ֗ ב ְ ס  ְ  ֙ הו  ֙ ה  וַת ְ ש  וֹל  ֤אל 
דֶ   ֙יהָ ֙ מֵאֵת־אָב   צְנַ ֔ש ָ וֹר  ֑ל הַחֲמ֣ ח מֵעַ ֖ה וַת  
ַֹֽאמֶר־לָ  לֵ ֥ וַי  ָ ֹ ֖ה  כ  ַֽךְ׃ )יט( וַת  ָ אמֶר ֜ב מַה־ל 
נָה־ל    ֶ֤י אֶ ֣ ה כ   ֗ י בְרָכָ ֣ ת ְ י  ֔נְתַת ָ  ֙ גֶב֙רֶץ הַנ  נ 
ֹ ֖ה ל  ֥וְנָתַת ָ  ל  ן־לָ ֑ ת מָ ֣י ג   ֶ ֹ ֚ה  אֵ ֗י ם וַי  ת  ת  ֣ת ג  ל 
י   ל   ֹ ֖וֹת וְאֵ ֔ע  ל  י ַֽוֹת׃֥ת ג   חְת   ַ  }פ{  ת ת 

 

5. The meaning of water 
Exodus 15:22-26 

(22) Then Moses caused Israel to set out from the Sea of 
Reeds. They went on into the wilderness of Shur; they 
traveled three days in the wilderness and found no water. 
(23) They came to Marah, but they could not drink the water 
of Marah because it was bitter; that is why it was named 
Marah.  (24) And the people grumbled against Moses, saying, 
“What shall we drink?” (25) So he cried out to ה', and ה' 
showed him a piece of wood; he threw it into the water and 
the water became sweet. There [God] made for them a fixed 
rule; there they were put to the test. (26) [God] said, “If you 
will heed your God ה' diligently, doing what is upright in God’s 
sight, giving ear to God’s commandments and keeping all 
God’s laws, then I will not bring upon you any of the diseases 
that I brought upon the Egyptians, for I ה' am your healer.” 

 כ״ו - שמות ט״ו:כ״ב

ֶ ֨ )כב( וַי ַס ַ  רָאֵל ֤ ע משֹ  י םַ־ס ֙ ה אֶת־י ש ְ ו ף  ֔מ 
ר־ש  ֖וַי צְֵא דְב ַ ֵלְכ֑ו  אֶל־מ  ת־ ֧ו ר וַי  ֶ לַֹֽש  ְ ו  ש 
דְב ָ ים ב ַ ֛יָמ   צְאו  מַָֽי ם׃ )כג(  ֥ר וְלאֹ־מָ ֖מ  
ֹ ֗א יַָֽכְל ֣תָה וְלֹ ֔או  מָרָ ֣וַי בָֹ  ת  ְ ש    ֙י ם֙ת מַ ֥ ו  ל 
רָ  ָ מ  מָ ֥ם עַל־כ ֵ ֑ ים הֵ ֖י מָר  ֥ה כ   ֔מ  ְ ה   ֖ן קָרַָֽא־ש 

 ֹ ל  ֶ ֛נו  הָעָ ֧מָרַָֽה׃ )כד( וַי   אמֹ ֥ם עַל־משֹ  ֵ ר  ֖ה ל 
צְעַ  ַֽה׃ )כה( וַי   ֶ ת  ְ ש  ו  ה֤ק אֶל־ה' וַי וֹרֵ ֣ מַה־נ  

לֵךְ ֔ה' עֵ  ְ ק֔ אֶל־הַמ ַ  ֙ץ וַי ַש  מְת ְ י ם  ֑ו  הַמ ָ ֖י ם וַַֽי  
 ָ פ ָ ֥וֹ חֹ ֛ם ל ֥ם ש ָ ש֣  ְ ש  ָ ֖ק ו מ  ַֽהו ׃ )כו(  ֥ ט וְש  ָ ס  ם נ 
 ֹ מ ֩אמֶר֩וַי  ָ ם־ש  מַ ֨א  ְ ש  ה'  ׀ וֹל ֣ ע לְק֜וֹעַ ת  

ָ ֗ אֱלקֶֹ  עֵינָיו֤יךָ וְהַי שָ  עֲש ֶ  ֙ר ב ְ ַ   ֙ה וְהַַֽאֲזַנְת ָ ֔ ת 
צְוֺתָ  ָ ֔לְמ  ק ָ   ֖מַרְת ָ יו וְש  ׇּל־ח  חֲלָ ֑ כ  ַ ַֽל־הַמ  ׇּ ה  ֞יו כ 
ר־ש ַ  ֶ צְרַ ֤אֲש  י בְמ  יךָ  ֔ ים עָלֶ ֣לאֹ־אָש     ֙י ם֙מְת  

         }ס{ י ה' רפְֹאֶַֽךָ׃֥י אֲנ  כ֛   
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6: Passing ‘water’ forward 
Deuteronomy 4:9 

(9) But take utmost care and watch yourselves scrupulously, 
so that you do not forget the things that you saw with your 
own eyes and so that they do not fade from your mind as 
long as you live. And make them known to your children and 
to your children’s children: 

 דברים ד׳:ט׳ 

ָ ֡)ט( רַ  ש   מֹ  ֩מֶר לְךָ ֣ק ה  ְ ךָ ֨ו ש  ְ  ֜ר נַפְש 
כ ַ ֗מְאֹ  ְ ש  ן־ת   ֶ בָר  ח אֶת־הַ ֨ד פ  ר־ ֜ד ְ ֶ ים אֲש 
בָ  ֙ו רו  ֙יךָ ו פֶן־יסָ ֗ו  עֵינֶ֣רָא  ל ְ ֹ  ֔בְךָ ֣מ  ל כ֖ 
ֶ ֣יְמֵ  בְנֵ֖ם לְבָנֶ ֥יךָ וְהוֹדַעְת ָ ֑י חַי  י ֥יךָ וְל 

 בָנֶַֽיךָ׃ 

 
Deuteronomy 6:10-15 

(10) When your God ה' brings you into the land that 
was sworn to your fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
to be assigned to you—great and flourishing cities 
that you did not build, (11) houses full of all good 
things that you did not fill, hewn cisterns that you did 
not hew, vineyards and olive groves that you did not 
plant—and you eat your fill, (12) take heed that you 
do not forget ה' who freed you from the land of Egypt, 
the house of bondage. (13) Revere only your God ה' 
and worship [God] alone, and swear only by God’s 
name. (14) Do not follow other gods, any gods of the 
peoples about you— (15) for your God ה' in your 
midst is an impassioned God—lest the anger of your 
God ה' blaze forth against you, wiping you off the face 
of the earth. 

 ט״ו -דברים ו׳:י׳

יאֲךָ ֥ה כ   ֞)י( וְהָיָ  רֶץ ֜יךָ אֶל־הָאָ ֗ה' אֱלקֶֹ  ׀֣ י יְב 
 ֶ ב ַ ֨אֲש  ְ ש  צְחָ ֛יךָ לְאַבְרָהָ ֛ע לַאֲבתֶֹ ֧ר נ  ק  ֥ם לְי 

ֹ ֛ךְ עָר  ֑תֶת לָ ֣ב לָ ֖ו ַֽלְיַעֲקֹ  דלֹ ֶ ֖ת וְטבֹֹ ֥ים ג ְ ר ֥ת אֲש 
ַֽיתָ׃ )יא( ו   ׇּל־טו ב֣ים מְלֵא  ת֜   בָ֨ לאֹ־בָנ   ֮ ים כ 

 ֶ ל ֵ ֣אֲש  ֹ  ֒אתָ ֒ר לאֹ־מ  ים֤ו ברֹ ֶ  ֙ת חֲצו ב  ר לאֹ־ ֣אֲש 
רָמ  ֔חָצַ  ָ כ ְ ֶ ֖ים וְזֵית  ֥בְת  ָ  ֑ר לאֹ־נָטָ ֣ים אֲש  עְת 

ש  ָ  ֖וְאָכַלְת ָ  ׃ )יב( ה  ָ בַָֽעְת  כ ַ  ֔מֶר לְךָ ֣וְש ָ ְ ש  ן־ת   ֶ ח ֖פ 
 ֶ ַֽיאֲךָ ֧אֶת־ה' אֲש  צְרַ ֥מֵאֶ  ֛ר הוֹצ  ב ֵ י  ֖רֶץ מ  ית ֥ם מ 

ַֽים׃ )יג( אֶת־ה' אֱלקֶֹ  ירָ ֛עֲבָד  וֹ ֣א וְאתֹ ֖יךָ ת  
מ ֑תַעֲבֹ  ְ ש  בֵַֽעַ׃ )יד( לֹ ֖ד ו ב  ָ ש   י ֖ו ן אַחֲרֵ ֔א תֵַֽלְכ ֣וֹ ת  
ֶ ֔הַָֽעַמ    ֙ים מֵאֱלקֵֹי ֑ים אֲחֵר  ֣אֱלקֹ   ר  ֖ים אֲש 

יבוֹתֵיכֶַֽם׃ )טו( כ    ָ֥י אֵ ֣סְב  יךָ  ֖א ה' אֱלקֶֹ ֛ל קַנ 
רְב ֶ  ק  ן־יֶ ֑ב ְ ֶ ךְ ב֔ ָ  ֙יךָ ֙ה אַף־ה' אֱלקֶֹ ֠חֱרֶ ֠ךָ פ 
מ   ְ ש  נֵ ֖מֵעַ  ֔ידְךָ ֣וְה  ְ          }ס{ י הָאֲדָמַָֽה׃֥ל פ 

 
Deuteronomy 6:20-25 

(20) When, in time to come, your children ask you, 
“What mean the decrees, laws, and rules that our 
God ה' has enjoined upon you?”  (21) you shall say to 
your children, “We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt 
and ה' freed us from Egypt with a mighty hand. (22) 
 wrought before our eyes marvelous and 'ה
destructive signs and portents in Egypt, against 
Pharaoh and all his household; (23) and us [God] 
freed from there, in order to take us and give us the 
land promised on oath to our fathers. (24) Then ה' 
commanded us to observe all these laws, to revere 
our God ה', for our lasting good and for our survival, 
as is now the case. (25) It will be therefore to our 
merit before our God ה' to observe faithfully this 
whole Instruction, as [God] has commanded us.” 

 כ״ה-ברים ו׳:כ׳ד

אָלְךָ  ְ ַֽי־י ש  נְךָ  ֥)כ( כ   ת ֗ה הָעֵדֹ ֣ר מָ ֑ר לֵאמֹ ֖מָחָ  ֛ב 
ים  ק   ט   ֙וְהַַֽח  ָ פ  ְ ש  ֶ ֔וְהַמ   ו ָ ֥ים אֲש  ינו   ֖ה ה' אֱלקֵֹ ֛ר צ 

נְךָ  ֣אֶתְכֶַֽם׃ )כא( וְאָמַרְת ָ  ינו   ֥ים הָי  ֛עֲבָד   ֔לְב 
צְרָ ֖לְפַרְעֹ  מ  יאֵ ֑ה ב ְ צְרַ ֧י ם וַי צֹ  מ   ד  יָ֥ י ם ב ְ ֖נו  ה' מ 

דלֹ  ֠מפְֹת  ֠ת ו  ֣ן ה' אוֹתֹ ֣חֲזָקַָֽה׃ )כב( וַי  ת ֵ  ים ֨ים ג ְ
צְרַ  ׀ ים֧וְרָע   מ  פַרְעֹ ֛ב ְ ית ֥י ם ב ְ ֵ וֹ ֖ה ו בְכׇּל־ב 

ָ ֣נו  הוֹצ  ֖לְעֵינֵַֽינו ׃ )כג( וְאוֹתָ  ש    ֙עַן ֙ם לְמַ ֑יא מ 
ֶ ֔אֶת־הָאָ  ֙נו  ֙תֶת לָ ֤נו  לָ ֔יא אתָֹ ֣הָב   ב ַ ֥רֶץ אֲש  ְ ש  ע  ֖ר נ 

ׇּל־  ֙נו  ה' לַעֲש וֹת ֣ו ׃ )כד( וַיְצַו ֵ לַאֲבתֵַֹֽינ אֶת־כ 
ק    רְאָ ֔ים הָאֵ ֣הַח  ה לְי  ֶ וֹב  ֥ינו  לְט ֑ה אֶת־ה' אֱלקֵֹ ֖ל 
ׇּל־הַי מָ   ֙נו  ֙לָ  הַי  ֖ים לְחַי תֵֹ ֔כ  וֹם הַז ֶַֽה׃ )כה(  ֥נו  כ ְ

ַֽהְיהֶ־ל ָ ֖ו צְדָקָ  מֹ ֑ה ת   ְ ש  ַֽי־נ  ׇּל־ ֜ר לַעֲש  ֨נו  כ   וֹת אֶת־כ 
צְוָ  ֶ ֖י ה' אֱלקֵֹ ֛פְנֵאת ל  ֗ה הַז ֹ ֣הַמ   אֲש  ַ ר ֥ינו  כ 
ַֽנו ׃ ו ָ          }ס{ צ 

 

https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.4.9
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7: Caleb and Achsah’s dark mirror 
Judges 19:1-14 

(1) In those days, when there was no king in Israel, a Levite 
residing at the other end of the hill country of Ephraim took 
to himself a concubine from Bethlehem in Judah. (2) Once 
his concubine deserted him, leaving him for her father’s 
house in Bethlehem in Judah; and she stayed there a full 
four months. (3) Then her husband set out, with an 
attendant and a pair of donkeys, and went after her to woo 
her and to win her back. She admitted him into her father’s 
house; and when the girl’s father saw him, he received him 
warmly. (4) His father-in-law, the girl’s father, pressed him, 
and he stayed with him three days; they ate and drank and 
lodged there. (5) Early in the morning of the fourth day, he 
started to leave; but the girl’s father said to his son-in-law, 
“Eat something to give you strength, then you can leave.” 
(6) So the two of them sat down and they feasted together. 
Then the girl’s father said to the man, “Won’t you stay 
overnight and enjoy yourself?” (7) The man started to 
leave, but his father-in-law kept urging him until he turned 
back and spent the night there. (8) Early in the morning of 
the fifth day, he was about to leave, when the girl’s father 
said, “Come, have a bite.” The two of them ate, dawdling 
until past noon. (9) Then the man, his concubine, and his 
attendant started to leave. His father-in-law, the girl’s 
father, said to him, “Look, the day is waning toward 
evening; do stop for the night. See, the day is declining; 
spend the night here and enjoy yourself. You can start early 
tomorrow on your journey and head for home.” (10) But 
the man refused to stay for the night. He set out and 
traveled as far as the vicinity of Jebus—that is, Jerusalem; 
he had with him a pair of laden donkeys, and his concubine 
was with him.-b (11) Since they were close to Jebus, and the 
day was very far spent, the attendant said to his master, 
“Let us turn aside to this town of the Jebusites and spend 
the night in it.” (12) But his master said to him, “We will not 
turn aside to a town of aliens who are not of Israel, but will 
continue to Gibeah. (13) Come,” he said to his attendant, 
“let us approach one of those places and spend the night 
either in Gibeah or in Ramah.” (14) So they traveled on, and 
the sun set when they were near Gibeah of Benjamin. 

 י״ד - שופטים י״ט:א׳

י  י מָ   ֙)א( וַַֽיְה  ַ רָאֵ ֣לֶךְ אֵ ֖ם ו מֶ ֔ים הָהֵ ֣ב  י ש ְ ל  ֑ין ב ְ
תֵ ֚י ג ָ ֗יש  לֵו  א֣   ׀ י֣וַיְה   יַרְכ ְ י ם ֔י הַר־אֶפְרַ ֣ר ב ְ

ַֽח־לוֹ  ַ ַֽק  ש  ָ  ֙וַי   ילֶ ֣א  ב ֵ ֔ה פ  חֶם יְהו דַָֽה׃  ֖ית לֶ ֥גֶש  מ 
זְנֶ ַֽילַגְש   ֙ה עָלָיו ֤)ב( וַת   וֹ ֤וֹ וַת ֵ ֔פ   ת  אֶל־  ֙לֶךְ מֵַֽא 

ָ ֑חֶם יְהו דָ ֖ית לֶ ֥יהָ אֶל־ב ֵ ֔ית אָב  ב֣ ֵ  י־ש  ה  ם ֕ה וַת ְ
עָ ֖ימָ   ָ ָ ֥ים אַרְב  ַֽים׃ )ג( וַי  ָ ֨ה חֳדָש   יש  ם א  ה  ֜קׇּ
 ֵ ה  ֤יהָ לְדַב ֵ ֗לֶךְ אַחֲרֶ ֣וַי  ָ ב  )להשיבו(  ֙ר עַל־ל 

יבָ  [ וְנַעֲר ֔]לַהֲש   מ  ֥ה  ים ֑מֶד חֲמרֹ  ֣וֹ וְצֶ ֖וֹ ע 
יאֵ  ב  ה ֔י הַַֽנ ַעֲרָ ֣אֲב   ֙הו  ֙רְאֵ יהָ וַי   ֔ית אָב  ב֣ ֵ  ֙הו  ֙וַת ְ
מַ  קְרָאתַֽוֹ׃ )ד( וַי חֲַזֶק־ב  ֖וַי  ש ְ י  ֣אֲב   ֙וֹ חתְֹנוֹ ֤ח ל 
ֵ ֔הַַֽנ ַעֲרָ  ת  ֥ה וַי  ב א  ֶ לֹ ֖ש  ְ ת ימָ  ֣וֹ ש  ֶ  ֙ים וַי אֹכְלו  ֑ש 
ת   ְ י֖ו  וַי לָ  ֔וַי  ש  ַֽם׃ )ה( וַַֽיְה  ָ י   ֙ינו  ש  ַ יע  ֣ב  י  ֔וֹם הָרְב 
כ    ְ ֹ ֥וַי ַש  ָ קֶר ֖ימו  בַב  ם לָלֶ ֣וַי  ֹ ֑קׇּ י ֨אֲב   ֩אמֶר ֩כֶת וַי 
ךָ ֧וֹ סְעָ ֗ה אֶל־חֲתָנ ֜הַַֽנ ַעֲרָ  ב ְ ת־לֶ  ֛ד ל  ַ חֶם ֖פ 
ב ֥וְאַחַ  ְ לֵַֽכו ׃ )ו( וַי שֵ  ֵ נֵיהֶ ֧ו  וַי אֹכְל ֗ר ת  ְ ם ֛ו  ש 
ת  ֖יַחְד ָ  ְ ֹ ֑ו וַי  ש  יש   ֔אֶל־הָא   ֙י הַַֽנ ַעֲרָה ֤אמֶר אֲב  ֜ו  וַי 

ַֽ֥ין וְי יטַ ֖א וְל  ֥הוֹאֶל־נָ ֶ ב  ָ ב ל  ם הָא  ֥ךָ׃ )ז( וַי  יש   ֖קׇּ
וֹ ֑לָלֶ  ָ ֔חַֹֽתְנ  ֙כֶת וַי  פְצַר־ב  ָ ֖וֹ וַי  ב וַי  ׇּ ַֽם׃  ֥ש  ָ לֶן ש 

כ ֵ  ְ ֹ ֨)ח( וַי ַש  ב  י  ֜ם ב ַ ַ י ֣קֶר ב  יש    ֒כֶת ֒לָלֶ  ֮וֹם הַחֲמ 
 ֹ ד־נָא֗י הַַֽנ ַעֲרָ ֣אֲב   ׀ אמֶר֣וַי   ֔בְךָ ֣לְבָ  ֙ה סְעׇּ

ַֽתְמַהְמְה  ו  ל֖ וֹם וַי אֹכְ ֑וֹת הַי  ֣ו  עַד־נְט֖וְה 
 ָ נֵיהֶַֽם׃ )ט( וַי  ְ יש  ֤ש  ם הָא  ו א ֥כֶת ה ֔לָלֶ  ֙קׇּ

ילַגְש   ֹ ֑וֹ וְנַעֲר ֖ו פ  י  ֣וֹ אֲב  ֣וֹ חתְֹנ֣אמֶר ל ֣וֹ וַי 
ֵ ֡הַַֽנ ַעֲרָ  נ  ַֽינו ־ ֗וֹם לַעֲר ֜ה הַי  ֨רָפָ  ֩ה נָא֣ה ה  וֹב ל 

ֵ ֞נָ  נ  הֹ֥ל   ֙וֹת הַי וֹם ֤ה חֲנ֨א ה  ךָ  ֔ב לְבָבֶ ֣וְי יטַ  ֙ין פ 
מְת ֶ  ַ כ  ְ ש  כֶ  ר֙ ם מָחָ ֤וְה   ֖ם וְהָלַכְת ָ ֔לְדַרְכ ְ

יש  ֤לְאהָֹלֶַֽךָ׃ )י( וְלַֹֽא־אָבָ  ָ ֔לָל ֙ה הָא  ם  ֣ו ן וַי  קׇּ
 ֵ לָ ֖ו ס ה  ֔כַח יְב ֣עַד־נֹ  ֙לֶךְ וַי בָאֹ ֗וַי  ָ   ם  ֑͏יא יְרו ש 

מ   ים ֤וֹ צֶ ֗וְע  ילַגְש  ֔חֲבו ש    ֙מֶד חֲמוֹר  וֹ ֖ים ו פ 
ַֽוֹ׃ )יא( הֵ  מ  ם־יְב ֣ע  ד ֑ד מְאֹ ֣וֹם רַ ֖ו ס וְהַי  ֔ם ע 

 ֹ ָ֗עַר אֶל־אֲדנָֹ֜אמֶר הַנ ַ ֨וַי  ו רָה  ֛א וְנָס֛יו לְכָה־נ 
ַֽיר־הַיְבו ס   ׃ )יב(  ֥את וְנָל  ֖י הַז ֹ ֥אֶל־ע  ַֽה  ָ ין ב 

 ֹ י  ֔יר נׇּכְר  ֣אֶל־ע   ֙א נָסו ר֤יו לֹ ֔אֲדנָֹ  ֙אמֶר אֵלָיו ֤וַי 
 ֶ נֵ ֛אֲש  ב ְ רָאֵ ֥ר לאֹ־מ  רְנו  עַד־ ֖נ ָה וְעָבַ ֑ל הֵ ֖י י ש ְ

 ֹ בְעַָֽה׃ )יג( וַי  קְרְבָ  ֥וֹ לְךָ ֔אמֶר לְנַַֽעֲר ֣ג   ה ֖וְנ 
אַחַ  קמֹ ֣ב ְ בְעָ ֥וֹת וְלַ ֑ד הַמ ְ ו  בַג   וֹ בָרָמַָֽה׃  ֥ה א֖נ 

בֹ ֑ו  וַי לֵֵ ֖)יד( וַי עַַבְר  ָ מֶש   ֔הַש  ֶ  ֙א לָהֶם֤כו  וַת 
בְעָ ֥אֵ  ֶ ֖צֶל הַג   ַֽן׃ ֥ה אֲש  נְימָ   ר לְב 

 

https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.19.1-14
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.19.1-14

