Brotherhood and Memory: Between Caleb and Achsah

Rachel Sharansky Danziger * January 9th 2023 * Houses, Divided: Families in Judges #1

Course description:
The Book of Judges explores an era of national decline and alienation, but its horrors
penetrate private families as well. How are the book's families shaped by their era? And
how do they come to represent it in turn?

1: A potent beginning
Judges 1:1-3 22-°NON QOO

(1) After the death of Joshua, the Israelites inquired of the *1219RW) YW nipn NN o (K)
LORD, “Which of us shall be the first to go up against the ;bg ﬁs'p-n’?gg 3;7; TANY ;,-|:_1 ’7’}';1&;;7
Canaanites and attack them?” (2) The LORD replied, “Let [the  ~pxn ) 42 0nprY mpnna a_;y;fjm
tribe of] Judah go up. | now deliver the land into their PARANN AN T3 A9y AR A
hands.” (3) Judah then said to their brother-tribe Simeon, 1"ﬁN wav? I WD.N;;W_ ) ,1;[,3
“Come up with us to our allotted territory and let us attack ;‘Jyzaﬁ‘ﬁm’;n 51117 "PNR .'IW
the Canaanites, and then we will go with you to your allotted R T T P

o - AN 7271 7127132 A0K IR0 2R22T)
territory.” So Simeon joined them. R ' T

TRy

Joshua 1:1-2 2-RON YW
(1) After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the "TNNM T 7Y W NipoanR T ()
LORD said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ attendant: (2) (2) q'px‘; nwn nawn 191712 3_7};7'1,‘[?"7}:{

“My servant Moses is dead. Prepare to cross the Jordan, 770NN T2y 03 TR N Ty Awn
together with all this people, into the land that | am T3R8 WX PIRTON A DYoo ARK
giving to the Israelites. O e m]

Judges 1:19-21 N”D-U”N DVDW
The LORD was with Judah, so that they took possession of N7 "2 707 NK W TN T
the hill country; but they were not able to dispossess the 072 2112 22773 PRy Aw NN Wi
inhabitants of the plain, for they had iron chariots. They Wn 737 WK 120 NK'2725 PR
gave Hebron to Caleb, as Moses had promised; and he "N IV 233 TYRWENN O Wi
drove the three Anakites out of there. The Benjaminites 13 ,J: W,jm X DY 207 0N
did not dispossess the Jebusite inhabitants of Jerusalem; 'W n:::::ﬁwwa”mu: ’JB'TNN."OJJ’.'I :W'-w,]
so the Jebusites have dwelt with the Benjaminites in N
Jerusalem to this day.
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2. Uncomfortable echoes

Genesis 37:18-27
(18) They saw him from afar, and before he
came close to them they conspired to kill him.

(19) They said to one another, “Here comes
that dreamer! (20) Come now, let us kill him
and throw him into one of the pits; and we
can say, ‘A savage beast devoured him.” We
shall see what comes of his dreams!” (21) But
when Reuben heard it, he tried to save him
from them. He said, “Let us not take his life.”
(22) And Reuben went on, “Shed no blood!
Cast him into that pit out in the wilderness,
but do not touch him yourselves” —intending
to save him from them and restore him to his
father. (23) When Joseph came up to his
brothers, they stripped Joseph of his tunic,
the ornamented tunic that he was wearing,
(24) and took him and cast him into the pit.
The pit was empty; there was no water in it.
(25) Then they sat down to a meal. Looking
up, they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming
from Gilead, their camels bearing gum, balm,
and ladanum to be taken to Egypt. (26) Then
Judah said to his brothers, “What do we gain
by killing our brother and covering up his
blood?

(27) Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites,
but let us not do away with him ourselves.
After all, he is our brother, our own flesh.” His
brothers agreed.
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3: Memory and infideli
Judges 2:1-3
(1) An angel of the LORD came up from Gilgal to
Bochim and said, “I brought you up from Egypt and
| took you into the land which | had promised on
oath to your fathers. And | said, ‘l will never break
My covenant with you. (2) And you, for your part,
must make no covenant with the inhabitants of
this land; you must tear down their altars.” But you
have not obeyed Me—look what you have done!
(3) Therefore, | have resolved not to drive them
out before you; they shall become your
oppressors, and their gods shall be a snare to you.”

Judges 2:6-11

(6) When Joshua dismissed the people, the Israelites
went to their allotted territories and took possession
of the land. (7) The people served the LORD during
the lifetime of Joshua and the lifetime of the older
people who lived on after Joshua and who had
witnessed all the marvelous deeds that the LORD had
wrought for Israel. (8) Joshua son of Nun, the servant
of the LORD, died at the age of one hundred and ten
years, (9) and was buried on his own property, at
Timnath-heres in the hill country of Ephraim, north
of Mount Gaash. (10) And all that generation were
likewise gathered to their fathers.

Another generation arose after them, which had not
experienced [the deliverance of] the LORD or the
deeds that He had wrought for Israel. (11) And the
Israelites did what was offensive to the LORD. They
worshiped the Baalim

Exodus 1:6-8

(6) Joseph died, and all his brothers, and all that
generation. (7) But the Israelites were fertile and proli
they multiplied and increased very greatly, so that the
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land was filled with them. (8) A new king arose over Egypt PN R2M1 TR TN

who did not know Joseph.
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4: A doubly odd anecdote
Judges 1:12-15 171-27%:°N QU
(12) And Caleb announced, “I will give my daughter Achsah “NPIRTNN 127N 292 N (27)
in marriage to the man who attacks and captures Kiriath- >N NRIYNX 12 *ANJ1 71971 7190
sepher.” (13) His younger kinsman, Othniel the Kenizzite, P72 2X0INY AT (1) TYX?
captured it; and Caleb gave him his daughter Achsah in “NX 1271071 13% ToR 222 I
marriage. (14) When she came [to him], she induced him to FNI22 7 (1) WX 1n3 1R2Y
ask her father for some property. She dismounted from her T8I PINNRR PR TN°0m
donkey, and Caleb asked her, “What is the matter?” (15) 222 /R 1ipna YR Masm
She replied, “Give me a present, for you have given me 1972 727127 12 KM () +777n
away as Negeb-land; give me springs of water.” And Caleb N3 72 THNN INNI 24T TN 72

gave her Upper and Lower Gulloth.» NX1 N7y NP3 NX 322 A7 10 07
{8} :n°ANN N3

Joshua 15:16-19 V”-1"10:1°Y YW
(16) and Caleb announced, “I will give my daughter Achsah N7IRTNN T2TIWR 372 RN (D)
in marriage to the man who attacks and captures Kiriath- >N TRV NN 12 °nNN 1971 190
sepher.” (17) His kinsman Othniel the Kenizzite captured IR WRT12 2R7ANY MT1277) (1) WK
it; and Caleb gave him his daughter Achsah in marriage. WRY 102 NIV NN 12710°1 270
(18) When she came [to him], she induced him- to ask her 2INY? NP om AR 1971 (M)
father for some property. She dismounted from her iR0T 2¥R MISM AT ARG

donkey, and Caleb asked her, “What is the matter?” (19) 7@@1 (%) #7277 222 27N
She replied, “Give me a present; for you have given me INNI337 VIR P 1972 72N

N2 IR 727107 03 NP3 77 AN

away as Negeb-land; so give me springs of water.” And he :
{2} :ni"ARA M23 N1 NPy

gave her Upper and Lower Gulloth.

5. The meaning of water
Exodus 15:22-26 179-272:0"0 NINY
(22) Then Moses caused Israel to set out from the Sea of N10-0° PRI NN MYh Y911 (22)
Reeds. They went on into the wilderness of Shur; they "NYRY 1077 MPTI2TRTIN AN
traveled three days in the wilderness and found no water. (33) 07 XN 12702 O
(23) They came to Marah, but they could not drink the water "o AT 1227 K21 R AN
of Marah because it was bitter; that is why it was named MRYRIR 1277y 0 00K 7R Rn
Marah. (24) And the people grumbled against Moses, saying, ~ \VAX? @2y 0y 1177 (12) «11n
“What shall we drink?” (25) So he cried out to 71', and 7' WM TN PYE (72) YT
showed him a piece of wood; he threw it into the water and D PR DnI2X 12U 1Y
the water became sweet. There [God] made for them a fixed (1) <191 ¥ VAWM P11 12 DY O
rule; there they were put to the test. (26) [God] said, “If you T121pY Swn Ying DX N
will heed your God 7' diligently, doing what is upright in God’s
sight, giving ear to God’s commandments and keeping all
God’s laws, then | will not bring upon you any of the diseases
that | brought upon the Egyptians, for | 7' am your healer.”
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6: Passing ‘water’ forward

Deuteronomy 4:9

(9) But take utmost care and watch yourselves scrupulously,
so that you do not forget the things that you saw with your
own eyes and so that they do not fade from your mind as
long as you live. And make them known to your children and

to your children’s children:

Deuteronomy 6:10-15

(10) When your God 71" brings you into the land that
was sworn to your fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
to be assigned to you—great and flourishing cities
that you did not build, (11) houses full of all good
things that you did not fill, hewn cisterns that you did
not hew, vineyards and olive groves that you did not
plant—and you eat your fill, (12) take heed that you
do not forget 7' who freed you from the land of Egypt,
the house of bondage. (13) Revere only your God 7'
and worship [God] alone, and swear only by God’s
name. (14) Do not follow other gods, any gods of the
peoples about you— (15) for your God 7' in your

midst is an impassioned God—lest the anger of your
God 7' blaze forth against you, wiping you off the face
of the earth.

Deuteronomy 6:20-25

(20) When, in time to come, your children ask you,
“What mean the decrees, laws, and rules that our
God 71" has enjoined upon you?” (21) you shall say to
your children, “We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt
and 7' freed us from Egypt with a mighty hand. (22)
7' wrought before our eyes marvelous and
destructive signs and portents in Egypt, against
Pharaoh and all his household; (23) and us [God]
freed from there, in order to take us and give us the
land promised on oath to our fathers. (24) Then 7'
commanded us to observe all these laws, to revere
our God 77, for our lasting good and for our survival,
as is now the case. (25) It will be therefore to our
merit before our God 7' to observe faithfully this
whole Instruction, as [God] has commanded us.”
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7: Caleb and Achsah’s dark mirror

Judges 19:1-14

(1) In those days, when there was no king in Israel, a Levite
residing at the other end of the hill country of Ephraim took
to himself a concubine from Bethlehem in Judah. (2) Once
his concubine deserted him, leaving him for her father’s
house in Bethlehem in Judah; and she stayed there a full
four months. (3) Then her husband set out, with an
attendant and a pair of donkeys, and went after her to woo
her and to win her back. She admitted him into her father’s
house; and when the girl’s father saw him, he received him
warmly. (4) His father-in-law, the girl’s father, pressed him,
and he stayed with him three days; they ate and drank and
lodged there. (5) Early in the morning of the fourth day, he
started to leave; but the girl’s father said to his son-in-law,
“Eat something to give you strength, then you can leave.”
(6) So the two of them sat down and they feasted together.
Then the girl’s father said to the man, “Won’t you stay
overnight and enjoy yourself?” (7) The man started to
leave, but his father-in-law kept urging him until he turned
back and spent the night there. (8) Early in the morning of
the fifth day, he was about to leave, when the girl’s father
said, “Come, have a bite.” The two of them ate, dawdling
until past noon. (9) Then the man, his concubine, and his
attendant started to leave. His father-in-law, the girl’s
father, said to him, “Look, the day is waning toward
evening; do stop for the night. See, the day is declining;
spend the night here and enjoy yourself. You can start early
tomorrow on your journey and head for home.” (10) But
the man refused to stay for the night. He set out and
traveled as far as the vicinity of Jebus—that is, Jerusalem;
he had with him a pair of laden donkeys, and his concubine
was with him.» (11) Since they were close to Jebus, and the
day was very far spent, the attendant said to his master,
“Let us turn aside to this town of the Jebusites and spend
the night in it.” (12) But his master said to him, “We will not
turn aside to a town of aliens who are not of Israel, but will
continue to Gibeah. (13) Come,” he said to his attendant,
“let us approach one of those places and spend the night
either in Gibeah or in Ramah.” (14) So they traveled on, and
the sun set when they were near Gibeah of Benjamin.
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