Yosef Lindell
Torah in Motion
Parashat Ki Tisa 5786

Holy Incense or Wholly Nonsense: Was the Ketoret Rediscovered in 1992?
1) Shemot 30:34-38
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And the LORD said to Moses: Take the herbs stacte, onycha, and galbanum—these herbs
together with pure frankincense; let there be an equal part of each. Make them into incense, a
compound expertly blended, refined, pure, sacred. Beat some of it into powder, and put some
before the Pact in the Tent of Meeting, where I will meet with you; it shall be most holy to you.
But when you make this incense, you must not make any in the same proportions for yourselves;
it shall be held by you sacred to the LORD. Whoever makes any like it, to smell of it, shall be cut
off from his kin.

2) Keritot 6a-b
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The Sages taught in a baraita: How is the blending of the incense performed? Balm, and
onycha, and galbanum, and frankincense, each of these by a weight of seventy maneh, i.c.,
seventy units of one hundred dinars. Myrrh, and cassia, and spikenard, and saffron, each of
these by a weight of sixteen maneh. Costus by a weight of twelve maneh; three maneh of
aromatic bark; and nine maneh of cinnamon. Kersannah lye of the volume of nine kav;
Cyprus wine of the volume of three se’a and three more kav, a half-se 'a. If one does not have
Cyprus wine he brings old white wine. Sodomite salt is brought by the volume of a quarter-
kav. Lastly, a minimal amount of the smoke raiser, a plant that causes the smoke of the incense
to rise properly. Rabbi Natan says: Also a minimal amount of Jordan amber. And if one
placed honey in the incense he has disqualified it, as it is stated: “For you shall make no leaven,
nor any honey, smoke as an offering made by fire unto the Lord” (Leviticus 2:11). If he omitted
any one of its spices he is liable to receive death at the hand of Heaven. Rabbi Shimon says:
The balm mentioned here is nothing other than a resin exuded from the balsam tree, not the
bark of the tree itself. The Kersannah lye mentioned is not part of the ingredients of the incense
itself, but it is necessary as one rubs the onycha in it so that the onycha should be pleasant.



Likewise, the Cyprus wine is required as one soaks the onycha in it so that it should be
strong. And urine is good for this purpose, but one does not bring urine into the Temple
because it is inappropriate.
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Rabbi Yohanan says: The eleven ingredients of the incense were stated by God to Moses at
Sinai, as not all of them are specified in the verses. Rav Huna said: What is the verse from
which it is derived? “Take for you spices, stacte, and onycha, and galbanum; spices with pure
frankincense” (Exodus 30:34). The plural form of the phrase: “Take for you spices” is referring
to two ingredients; “stacte, and onycha, and galbanum” are three ingredients; this results in a
total of five; and the other mention of “spices” indicates that there are another five, i.e., that one
should double the previous total, and this results in a total of ten. And finally, “pure
frankincense” is one, and this results in a total of eleven.

3) Shemot 30:23-25
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Next take choice spices: five hundred weight of solidified myrrh, half as much—two hundred
and fifty—of fragrant cinnamon, two hundred and fifty of aromatic cane, five hundred—by the
sanctuary weight—of cassia, and a Ain of olive oil. Make of this a sacred anointing oil, a
compound of ingredients expertly blended, to serve as sacred anointing oil.



4) The Koren Tanakh of the Land of Israel

5) Rambam, Moreh Nevuchim 3:45
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Since many beasts were daily slaughtered in the holy place, the flesh cut in pieces and the
entrails and the legs burnt and washed, the smell of the place would undoubtedly have been like
the smell of slaughter-houses, if nothing had been done to counteract it. They were therefore
commanded to burn incense there twice every day, in the morning and in the evening (Exod.
30:7, 8), in order to give the place and the garments of those who officiated there a pleasant odor.



6) Rabbeinu Bachya, Shemot 30:1
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And behold, the Rav was compelled to say this in accordance with the approach he follows
regarding the other commandments. But Heaven forbid that we should attribute the great
fundamental principle contained in the secret of the incense — for which the Torah imposes
karet upon one who makes it in its prescribed formulation — to this weak explanation. And
concerning Nadav and Avihu, I will explain to you the secret of the incense, if God will be with
me.
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Among the roots of this commandment as well is to magnify the honor of the House and to cause
its exaltedness and awe to be upon the face of every person. And it is impossible to elevate
something in the hearts and thoughts of people except through matters that they regard as
expressions of greatness and in which they find pleasure and joy. And it is well known that the
matter of a pleasant fragrance is something from which a person’s soul derives enjoyment and
toward which it yearns, and it greatly draws the heart.

8) Yoma 38a
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The craftsmen of the House of Avtinas did not want to teach about the secret of the
preparation of the incense, at which they were particularly adept. The Sages taught in a
baraita: The members of the House of Avtinas were expert in the technique of preparing the
incense, and they did not want to teach others. The Sages dismissed them and sent for and
brought craftsmen from Alexandria in Egypt. And the Alexandrian craftsmen knew how to
blend the spices like they did, but they did not know how to cause the smoke to rise like the
House of Avtinas did. The smoke of the incense blended by these members of the House of
Avtinas rises in a column like a stick; the smoke of the incense blended by these Alexandrians
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branched out to here and to there and did not rise in a straight line. When the Sages heard of
the matter, they said: Whatever the Holy One, Blessed be He, created, He created in His
honor, as it is stated: “God made everything for His sake” (Proverbs 16:4), and they let the
House of Avtinas return to their original station. The Sages sent for the members of the
House of Avtinas to reassume their previous position, and they did not come. They doubled
their wages and they came. Each day until then they would take wages of twelve maneh, and
today they take wages of twenty-four maneh. Rabbi Yehuda says: Each day they took
twenty-four maneh, and today they take forty-eight. The Sages said to them: What did you
see that led you not to teach others this craft? They said: The members of our father’s house
knew that this house, the Temple, is destined to be destroyed, and they were concerned lest an
unworthy man learn our skill of preparing incense and go and engage in idol worship with
that skill. Therefore, they attempted to prevent this skill from spreading beyond their family.

9) Yoma 52b
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When the Ark was buried, along with it was buried the jar of manna that was next to it, and
the flask of oil used for anointing, and Aaron’s staff with its almonds and blossoms, and the
chest that the Philistines sent as a gift [doron] to the God of Israel after they captured the Ark
and were stricken by several plagues, as it is stated: “And put the jewels of gold that you
return to Him for a guilt-offering, in a coffer by its side, and send it away that it may go” (I
Samuel 6:8)

10) 2 Maccabees 2:4-8

The same document also tells how the prophet, in virtue of an oracle, ordered that the tent and
the ark should accompany him, and how he went to the very mountain that Moses climbed to
behold God’s inheritance.

When Jeremiah arrived there, he found a chamber in a cave in which he put the tent, the ark, and
the altar of incense; then he sealed the entrance.

Some of those who followed him came up intending to mark the path, but they could not find it.
When Jeremiah heard of this, he reproved them: “The place is to remain unknown until God
gathers his people together again and shows them mercy.

Then the Lord will disclose these things, and the glory of the Lord and the cloud will be seen,
just as they appeared in the time of Moses and of Solomon when he prayed that the place might
be greatly sanctified.

11) Yoma 53b
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Rabbi Eliezer says: The Ark was exiled to Babylonia, as it is stated: “And at the turn of the
year King Nebuchadnezzar sent and brought him to Babylonia, along with the precious
vessels of the House of the Lord” (II Chronicles 36:10). These precious vessels must include
the Ark. Likewise, Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai says: The Ark was exiled to Babylonia, as it is
stated: “Behold, the days come that all that is in your house, and that which your fathers have
stored until this day, shall be carried to Babylonia; nothing [davar] shall be left, says the Lord”
(Isaiah 39:6). These are the Ten Commandments [dibrot] that are inside it; they too shall not
be left behind. Rabbi Yehuda ben Lakish says: The Ark was buried in its place, as it is
stated: “And the ends of the staves were seen from the sacred place before the partition,
but they could not be seen without; and they are there to this day” (I Kings 8:8).
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12) Copper Scroll Columns 5 and 6 (from The Copper Scroll Revisited by Emile Puech)
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Vendyl Jones meeting the Lubavitcher Rebbe in
1990

Rabbi Dr. Marvin Antelman (left) and J ones (right)
announcing the ketoret find

13) From Terry Hutter’s Palynological Analysis

The aroma released from the spice compound during its processing was profuse and almost
immediate. It initially saturated my hands as well as the clothes that I was wearing. Within a
matter of minutes my laboratory and the surrounding area (for an area of several meters) was
affected by the scent released from the spices... On the first day of processing, the aroma was so
intense that I could almost taste it... Upon my return home that evening, the scent that had
attached itself on my body and clothes was really apparent to both my wife and daughter. During
the course of the week, the odor lessened slightly but was still noticeable in and around my lab.
Within a few weeks the distinct aroma of the spices diminished to a freshness or cleanness of the
air in my lab and the surrounding area. This aroma was in evidence, if even so slightly, for
approximately two months.

14) Kenneth D. McMurtrey, Subsequent Analysis of the Sample and Data in Daniel C.
Browning, Jr., “The Strange Search for the Ashes of the Red Heifer,” The Biblical
Archaeologist (June 1996)

My interpretation of the available data is that the red material
is soil of mixed calcite/dolomite limestone origin (primarily
calcite) with an admixture of silicates, nitrates, phosphates
and sufficient iron salts to provide a red color. There is also
a trace of nonpolar organic material which may be of
biogenic origin. | should expect that analysis of soil samples
from many, if not most, areas of the arid and semiarid
regions of the near east would yield very similar or
identical results. The sample appears to contain little plant-
based materials (0.1%). There is certainly no evidence that
it may once have been processed by humans, intended for
any particular use by humans, or have ever been contained
in or otherwise associated with a particular building.



15) Excerpts From R. Marvin Antelman (1933-2013), To Eliminate the Opiate vols. 1 & 2

The foundations of Solomon’s temples of doom were his teachings, spread through his essays in both
hard cover and paperback, such as Studies in Judaism, Some Aspects of Rabbinic Theology, and
Seminary Addresses and Other Papers. The bulk of this work is studded with references to his Marxist,
Frankist teachers, especially Weiss. Thus, the contemporary Conservative and Masorati (Conservatives
in Israel) movements are based not only on the antinomian pagan-Satanic Frankists” Sufi doctrines, but on
their falsehoods and fake scholarship; hence the play on the word sheker (deceit) to designate Schechter.

The conspiracy to implant the Conservative movement in America was masterminded by the Illuminati
and implemented by Austrian, English and American Frankists. The Sabbatian Illuminati plans for
America were formulated in these stages:
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The excommunication
of Henry A. Kissinger

by Rabbi Marvin S. Antelman, chief justice,

Now COME WE
A duly constituted Bet Din, Court of
Jewish Law, and say that a certain
Henry Kissinger, Secretary of State of
the United States of America, has in
actions and in certain publicly pro-
claimed widely circulated pronounce-
ments, posed a clear and present
danger to the Jewish people, the Jewish
State of Israel, and the fulfillment of
the covenantal destiny of the Jewish
people according to the Torah.

AND WE FIND
That said Henry Kissinger is applying
intense pressure against Israel to vio-
late the COVENANT between God
and Abraham very severely coercing
Israel to transgress it by giving up
Divinely ordained, liberated areas of
our eternal everlasting possession.

AND WE FIND
That Henry Kissinger is continuing
pressure upon our people to continue
to give up Divinely ordained, liberated
areas of our Promised Land; and thus
blaspheme GOD and the Holy Nation
Israel before the world.

Supreme Rabbinic Court of America.
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Moshe Brown. The final and most
dramatic aspect of the ceremony began
with my own reading of the Cherem in
Hebrew, which had its own nuances
and was patterned after the excom-
munications recorded in the log books
of the Council of Four Lands which
spans over two hundred years from the
Sixteenth Century. The reading was
rendered in a traditional sing-song
melancholy manner until the actual
ancient verse was repeated seven times
by all Rabbis present excommunica-
ting Kissinger, thus: ‘“Shaketz
Tishaktzenu Vitaev Titavenu Ki
Cherem Hu.” The verse is from Deu-
teronomy 7:26: “You shall utterly de-
feat it (him) and you shall utterly ab-
hor it (him) because it (he) is Cherem.”

In this context he is both cursed and
excommunicated. As soon as the verse
was completed, candles which had been
lit before each Rabbi representing and
symbolizing the illumination of Henry
Kissinger’s soul were individually ex-
tinguished. The shofar was blasted,
and the rest of the Hebrew charge of
Cherem was completed. The audience
reaction to all this was intense. It was
the first time most had ever witnessed
an actual excommunication. After the
Bet Din adjourned, they flocked to the
dais where the Court was seated and
proclaimed their praise for a great
deed which they felt had to be done,
surrounding the Rabbis with enthu-
siasm.



