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Chapter 9 — The Story of the Givonim From Joshua to David

Gitin 46a

R. Joshua b. Levi said: What is the reason of R. Judah [for
holding that a vow made publicly may not be annulled]?
Because the Scripture says, And the children of Israel smote
them not, because the princes of the congregation had sworn
unto them. And what do the Rabbis [make of this verse]? —
[They reply:] Did the oath there become binding upon them at
all? Since they [the Gibeonites] said, We are come from a far
country, whereas they had not come from one, the oath was
never binding; and the reason why the Israelites did not slay
them was because [this would have impaired] the sanctity of
God's name.

Rambam Kings 6:5
Since the oath was given to them under false pretenses, it

would have been just to slay them for misleading them, were
it not for the dishonor to God's name which would have been
caused.
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Devarim 6:13
Fear God, Serve Him, and swear only in His name!

Sefer Hamitzvot (Rambam) 7

That is that He commanded us to swear by His name when it
is necessary to ratify something or to deny it. For there is
aggrandizement, glory and exhalation through this. And that is
His, may He be blessed, saying, "and by His name shall you
swear" (Deuteronomy 10:20).

II Chronicles 36:11-13

Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and
he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. He did what was
displeasing to the LORD his God; he did not humble himself
before the prophet Jeremiah, who spoke for the LORD. He
also rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar, who made him take
an oath by God; he stiffened his neck and hardened his heart
so as not to turn to the LORD God of Israel.

Rambam Forbidden Relations 19:17

The Gibeonites are not of the Jewish people." For they acted
extremely brazenly and would not be appeased. They did not
show mercy to the sons of [King] Saul, nor did they show
kindness to the Jews to forgive the descendants of their king,
while [the Jews] had shown them kindness and allowed them
to live.
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Rashi II Shmuel 21:1

And because he killed the Givonim. When he killed out Nov,
the city of Kohanim, he killed seven people from among them
[the Givonim]. Two wood cutters, two water drawers, the
sexton, the announcer and the scribe. This is what is explained
in Yerushalmi Talmud, in Maseches Sanhedrin. [But] our
Rabbis said, On account that he [Shaul] killed the Kohanim [of
Nov] that provided food for them [the Givonim], consequently
Scripture considers it as if he killed them [as well].

Jer. Talmud Kiddushim 4:1

David sent and called them, what is between you and the house
of Saul? They told him, because he killed seven of our men,
two hewers of wood, two drawers of water, a religious leader,
a scribe, and a beadle. He asked them, what do you want now?
They said to him: “ May there be given to us seven men of his
sons and we shall hang them before the Eternal on the hill of
Saul, the elected of the Eternal.”

Yevamot 78b

“And for his bloody house” is “because he put to death the
Gibeonites.” Where do we find that Saul put to death the
Gibeonites? Rather, because he killed the people of Nob, the
city of priests, who would provide the Gibeonites with water
and food, in exchange for their services, the verse ascribes to
him as if he himself had killed them.

Bamidbar Rabba 8:4
What is that zeal? It is due to the fact that they did not reveal
to him where David was hiding.

20 TIDY YW 19D, 7702

ov vy 9

;020570 DY 2 XINYI .02PAND NN NN IYUN DY
, 020 AN 7YY, DIXY 2I0IN 7Y ,NYIY DN 1IN
NPV KIMA YN 7D ,I910) 1IN vny)
P77P2

PRY ONNON NN MDY TIND NN NI
.DIPRN WK MDD VY YD 11D 007 PRY2DD

RALAR TR PATAR LIS L\

PIRN DINY 12D DI7 NN .DNY NIPY TIT NYY
Y2010 %Y .DWIN NYIY PN TR YK 5Y .o
319 N URY) 1910) 13N DN YINTY NI DINY
DOVIN 1YY NI 1PV A7 YN 1T W2 AN NN
25PN LINY Ny MY DNYRIN 1IN

Ny MNI’ K333 .11

72) /D7D TPRD WK DY - "DIRTN 142 HNY
TN NON 10iY2D TNNY bmwn N 1D
)10 D20 DNY PRY9DN POV DINDN DY 293 3NY
RVR0y) 1bm3 1IN0 VoY -wn

1:0 9793 .12
N2NDH TIT 12N 12 9 P NOY , MNP NN 1D

N:NI 27V P14 .13

20N ,0NNY DIYANN OV 1N 02150 9P 293 IMINA YD WM ,DONYIN NN DINY )N NIN JINYD v
(72: N7 2 HNIW) YNNIND TN D NN ORIY 120 KD DY : W7D .0N)NON DNIM, 00 YaNIYI) DIy

21NN 1N XD DM ,0MPNNR DT DY DNN DMININY 29D —
DYV, AYAYN VN NIN DINNNN D 1IN NOW 29D — (11: X7 2 HRIIWY) 1)) DIVIN NYIY 1D 1N : ¥IN0)

Malbim IT Shmuel 21:1

And I say: since, after the Giv'onim that were found at that
time in the city of Nov were killed, regarding which this [the
text] said "that he killed the Giv'onim," Shaul spilled like fire
his anger also on the rest of the Giv'onim that were found in
the [other] cities of Israel, and commanded to destroy them or
to expel them from the land, since he held them in suspicion,
because their hands had been with the rebellious Kohanim,
because [the Giv'onim] were among those who served the
Altar and the Kohanim of G-d; and even though Yehoshua had
sworn to them to leave them alive, [Shaul] thought that they
had violated the covenant [that Yehoshua and the Giv'onim
had entered into] due to the fact they had rebelled against the
king since they were remnants of the Emorites and enemies of
Israel and were thorns in the vinyard of the Lord of Hosts; and
it is on this that [the verse] stated "and Shaul wished to strike
them with his zealousness for the Children of Israel and
Yehudah"; and even though his wish was not turned to reality,
through all this [the Giv'onim] were given over to anarchy [i.e.,
absence of protection by the law], and each man treated them
as was fitting in his own eyes, and they were given over to
plunder and there was no rescue...
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