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Chapter 9: The "Gibeonites" - A Turning Point:
The Intersection of Human Effort & Divine Providence
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Tanchuma Noach 18

R. Aibu stated in the name of (R. Eliezer the son of) R. Yosé the
Galilean: Mankind rebelled against the Holy One, blessed be He,
three times. The first rebellion was this one; the second occurred in
the days of Joshua, as it is said: They gathered themselves together,
to fight with Joshua and with Israel, with one accord (Josh. 9:2);
and the third will transpire in the days of Gog and Magog, as it is
said: The kings of the earth stand up and the rulers take counsel
together against the Lord (Ps. 2:2).
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Rashi Deut 20:10

Scripture is speaking of a war which is not obligatory upon them
(as was the war against the seven nations of Canaan, referred to in
v. 16), as it is distinctly stated in this section (v. 15) “Thus thou shalt
do unto all the cities which are very far [from thee]” etc. (Sifrei
Devarim 199:1).

Rambam Laws of Kings ch 6

1. War, neither a milchemet hareshut or a milchemet mitzvah,
should not be waged against anyone until they are offered the
opportunity of peace as Deuteronomy 20:10 states: ‘When you
approach a city to wage war against it, you should propose a
peaceful settlement.' If the enemy accepts the offer of peace and
commits itself to the fulfillment of the seven mitzvot that were
commanded to Noah's descendents, none of them should be killed.
Rather, they should be subjugated as ibid.:11 states: 'They shall be
your subjects and serve you.'

3. It is forbidden to lie when making such a covenant or to be
untruthful to them after they have made peace and accepted the
seven mitzvot.

5. Joshua sent three letters to the Canaanites before entering the
promised land: At first, he sent them: 'Whoever desires to flee,
should flee." Afterwards, he sent a second message: 'Whoever
desires to accept a peaceful settlement, should make peace.' Then,
he sent again: "Whoever desires war, should do battle.'
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Rambam Laws of Kings ch 6

Why was the matter difficult for the princes of Israel to accept to
the point that they desired to slay the Gibeonites by the sword were
it not for the oath they had taken? Because they made a covenant
with them and Deuteronomy 7:2 states 'Do not make a covenant
with them.' Rather, the laws governing their status would have
prescribed that they be subjugated as servants. Since the oath was
given to them under false pretenses, it would have been just to slay
them for misleading them, were it not for the dishonor to God's
name which would have been caused.

Rashi Yehoshua 9:4

And they too proceded with deception just as the sons of Yaakov
dealt with trickery with Chamor, the father of Shechem, who was a
Chivite. The people of Givon were descendents of the Chivites, as
it is said in this context.
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