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Chapter 7.2: Battle of Ai & The Yom Kippur War
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Give Joshua his instructions, and imbue him with strength and
courage, for he shall go across at the head of this people, and he
shall allot to them the land that you may only see.”
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72y> N »o (this may mean: if he passes) — If he will pass before
them, they will possess the land, and if not, they will not possess
it. So, indeed, you find that when he sent some of the people
against Ai and he remained in the camp, “the men of Ai smote of
them [thirtysix men]” (Joshua 7:5). And when he fell on his face,
He said to him, 75 op: the verb is written op (without 3, so that it
may be read op) i.e. “It is thou who standest in thy place and
sendest My children to war, who hast brought about this defeat.
Why is it that thou fallest on thy face? Did I not thus tell thy master,

Moses: If he will pass, they will pass on, but if not, they will not
pass on? (Sifrei Devarim 29:9).
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"and he will cause them to inherit": If he causes them to inherit,
they will inherit; if not, not. And thus do we find that when they
went to do battle with Ai there fell of them some thirty-six
righteous men... And the L-rd said to Joshua: Arise! Why are you
fallen on your face!™ Is this not what | said to Moses from the very
beginning? If he passes over before them, they shall pass; if not,
they shall not pass. If he causes them to inherit, they shall inherit;
if not, they shall not inherit — and you sent them and did not pass
over before them!
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Rabbi Nehemya said to him: And does God ever punish for
hidden sins? But isn’t it already stated: “The hidden matters
belong to the Lord our God...forever,” Rather, the dots over the
words teach that just as God did not ever punish the nation as a
whole for hidden sins committed by individuals, so too, He did
not punish the entire nation for sins committed publicly by

individuals until the Jewish people crossed the Jordan River.
But if so, what is the reason that in the case of Achan they were

punished? because his wife and children knew about it.

SO P90 DA 2
N NPOY A7 WOT 1Y DI YOI ‘th NN
YNIIN NIN .DNFYN NYR T2V : NN TN WVITRD M2
0HPNY 0PN PN YTPD MY 0272y3 MDY
DM oYY
MM YN VI ﬂ’?;{ NINN 27 OPIN,PAT N2
ND YYIN NYY 12) YYIN? DX NYND MN 12 172y NYH NN
MR 2 DX NP NN MY WYX 920 13T YD
MDY .0DY DN NHN - 1D INN Y DIP I TIYN
VY N 2PN Yy IO Y3 2 INpT
Y ﬂ;-)?)_ﬁ?ﬂ P
And the Lord said unto Joshua, Get thee up. R. Shila expounded
this: The Holy One blessed be He, said to him: Thy [transgression]
is greater than theirs, for | commanded, And it shall be when ye are
passed over the Jordan that ye shall set up [these stones]; ye
advanced sixty mils however, [into the country before setting
them up].
But when he [R. Shila] had gone out, Rab set up his interpreter to
speak for him, who expounded; As the Lord commanded Moses
His servant, so did Moses command Joshua, and so did Joshua; he
left nothing undone of all that the Lord commanded Moses. What
then do the words, Get thee up, teach us? — The Lord said to him,

Thou hast brought [guilt] upon them (through the decree on the
spoils of Jericho)...
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(11) Beware lest you forget Hashem your God, in not keeping
his commandments, and his ordinances, and his statutes, which
I command you this day, (12) lest, when you have eaten and
are full, and have built goodly houses, and lived therein, (13)
and when your herds and your flocks multiply, and your silver
and your gold is multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied,
(14) that your heart becomes proud, and you forget Hashem
your God, who brought you forth out of the land of Egypt, out
of the house of bondage, (15) who led you through the great
and terrible wilderness, with fiery serpents and scorpions, and
thirsty ground where there was no water; who brought you
forth water out of the rock of flint; (16) who fed you in the
wilderness with manna, which your fathers didn't know; that
He might humble you, and that He might test you, to do you
good at your latter end. (17) Lest you say in your heart, "My
power and the might of my hand has gotten me this wealth."
(18) But you shall remember Hashem your God, for it is He
who gives you power to get wealth; that He may establish his
covenant which He swore to your fathers, as at this day.
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(17) If you shall say in your heart, "These nations are more
than I; how can I dispossess them?" (18) you shall not be afraid
of them. You shall well remember what Hashem your God did
to Pharaoh, and to all Egypt: (19) the great trials which your
eyes saw, and the signs, and the wonders, and the mighty hand,
and the outstretched arm, by which Hashem your God brought
you out. So shall Hashem your God do to all the peoples of
whom you are afraid. (20) Moreover Hashem your God will
send the hornet among them, until those who are left and hide
themselves shall perish from before you. (21) You shall not be
scared of them; for Hashem your God is in your midst, a great
and awesome God. (22) Hashem your God will cast out those
nations before you by little and little; you may not consume
them at once, lest the animals of the field become too many for
you. (23) But Hashem your God will deliver them up before
you, and will confuse them with a great confusion, until they
are destroyed. (24) He will deliver their kings into your hand,
and you shall make their name perish from under the sky; no
man shall be able to stand before you, until you have destroyed
them. (25) You shall burn the engraved images of their gods
with fire. You shall not covet the silver or the gold that is on
them, or take it for yourself, lest you be snared in it; for itis an
abomination to Hashem your God. (26) You shall not bring an
abomination into your house, and come under ban like it. You
shall utterly detest it, and you shall utterly abhor it; for it is a
banned thing.




