Rabbi Moshe Shulman, Torah in Motion 5785

Chapter 7: Battle of Ai
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Rabbl Nebemya said to him: And does God ever punlsh
the nation as a whole for hidden sins committed by
individuals? But isn’t it already stated: “The hidden matters
belong to the Lord our God...forever,” indicating that the
Jewish people will never be collectively held responsible for
the secret sins of individuals? Rather, the dots over the words
teach that just as God did not ever punish the nation as a
whole for hidden sins committed by individuals, so too, He
did not punish the entire nation for sins committed publicly
by individuals until the Jewish people crossed the Jordan
River. The Gemara asks: But if so, what is the reason that in
the case of Achan they were punished? The Gemara
answers: Achan’s offense was not a hidden matter because
his wife and children knew about it, and they did not
protest.
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— Israel First’s Defeat!
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“And the men of Ai smote of them about thirty-six men”
(Joshua 7:5), and it is taught in a baraita: Thirty-six men,
literally, were Killed; this is the statement of Rabbi Yehuda.
Rabbi Nehemya said to Rabbi Yehuda: But were they
precisely thirty-six men? Didn’t it state only: “About thirty-
six men”? Rather, this is a reference to Yair, son of Manasseh,
who was killed, and who was himself equivalent in
importance to the majority of the Sanhedrin
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