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From Jericho to Shushan:
What Joshua Could Have Learnt from Esther!
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Midrash Rabbah - Lamentations Prologue XXX
Zavdi ben Levi began: “The kings of the earth did

not believe...” (Eichah 4:12). There were four
kings; what this one demanded that one did not
demand, and they are: David, Asa, Yehoshafat, and
Chizkiyahu.

David said: “I will pursue my enemies and overtake
them...” (Tehillim 18:38). The Holy One blessed be
He said to him: ‘I will do so.” That is what is written:
“David smote them from twilight until the evening
of the next day” (Shmuel I 30:17)...

Asa arose and said: ‘I have not the strength to kill
them, but | will pursue them and You do [the
killing].” He said to him: ‘I will do so,” as it is stated:
“Asa pursued them (Divrei Hayamim 11 14:12); it is
not written here, “before Asa,” but rather, “before the
Lord and before His camp.”

Yehoshafat arose and said: ‘I have not the strength
to Kill nor to pursue; rather, | will recite song, and
You do so.” The Holy One blessed be He said to him:
‘I will do so,” as it is stated: “At the time that they
began with song and praise” etc. (Divrei Hayamim
11 20:22).

Chizkiyahu arose and said: ‘I have not the strength
to kill, nor to pursue, nor to recite song; rather | will

oN)MMAN L1

T957 Dyn oy DY HNN DV IMS INRINAY SNV
29N ,NIN WTP POY THIY NNN TUN 9¥PNN D
TP OINT,NPN BINY N 1O - NI THNR Y1)
INIYY PN AWMYIN /AY DD BN YD )0 PV
NN DNNAN DND DY IWUN TN 195Y NAIYHY?
T 9210 NI DI TN IR WD IWUNY IV
DOV DTN D19V MIRINN PN KDY DTN

13943t Y D79 MNNIND DAY DN .2
NNV IPNND NI : (2, T NDN) NN 21227
/MY ¥AD ND N YINY NN 1D 02370 AN M

/I DPYRY YN VTN : (NS ,1 ONN) DN T
NI NT )0 NI N NN TN UiTRD 9 o

NN DD

W 7200

‘/7-~7_‘

01
1y

R AN AR P 23

N D SN NN

9T

)

RN 1189) 38

MK

é

sleep in my bed and You do so.” The Holy One blessed be Hé said to him: ‘I will do so,” as it is stated: “It was on that
night that an angel of the Lord went out and smote in the camp of the Assyrians” (Melachim II 19:35).
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Sanhedrin 94a

[The mem was closed in this verse]... because the Holy One,
Blessed be He, sought to designate King Hezekiah as the Messiah
and to Sennacherib Gog and Magog. The attribute of justice said
before the Holy One, Blessed be He: Master of the Universe, and if
with regard to David, king of Israel, who recited several songs and
praises before You, You did not designate him as the Messiah, then
with regard to Hezekiah, for whom You performed all these
miracles, and he did not sing shira / praise praise before You, will
You designate him as the Messiah? It is for that reason that the mem
was closed

11 Chronicles 33:22-23

Thus the LORD delivered Hezekiah and the inhabitants of
Jerusalem from King Sennacherib of Assyria, and from everyone;
He provided for them on all sides. Many brought tribute to the
LORD to Jerusalem, and gifts to King Hezekiah of Judah; thereafter
he was exalted in the eyes of all the nations.
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... They stood at the lowermost part of the mount” (Exodus 19:17).
Rabbi Avdimi bar Hama bar Hasa said: This teaches that the Holy
One, Blessed be He, overturned the mountain above the Jews like a
cask, and said to them: If you accept the Torah, excellent, and if not,
there will be your burial. Rav Aha bar Ya’akov said: From here
there is an excuse to rejec the Torah? Rava said: Even so, they again
accepted it willingly in the time of Ahasuerus, as it is written:
“ordained, and took upon them...” They ordained what they had
already taken upon themselves through coercion at Sinai.

TalmudYuma 29a

R. Assi said: Why was Esther compared to the dawn? To tell you
that just as the dawn is the end of the whole night, so is the story of
Esther the end of all the miracles.

Yoma 69b

And they cried with a loud voice to the Lord their God (Nehemiah
9:4). What was said? Rav said, and some say it was Rabbi Yohanan
who said: Woe, woe. It is this, i.e., the evil inclination for idol
worship, that destroyed the Temple, and burned its Sanctuary, and
murdered all the righteous ones, and caused the Jewish people to be
exiled from their land. And it still dances among us, i.e., it still
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affects us. Didn’t You give it to us solely for the purpose of our
receiving reward for overcoming it? We do not want it, and we do
not want its reward. A note fell to them from the heavens upon
which was written: Truth... They observed a fast for three days and
three nights, and He delivered the evil inclination to them. A form
of a fiery lion cub came forth from the chamber of the Holy of
Holies. Zechariah the prophet said to the Jewish people: This is the
evil inclination for idol worship, as it is stated in the verse that refers
to this event: “And he said: This is the evil one” (Zechariah 5:8).

Mishnah Megillah 1:1

...Cities [kerakin] that have been surrounded by a wall since the
days of Joshua, son of Nun, read the Megilla on the fifteenth of
Adar...

Rambam, Purim, 1:5

Why was the matter made dependent on the time of Joshua bin Nun?
To give honor to the cities of Eretz Yisrael that were in ruin at the
time of the Purim miracle.
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