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“The Jericho Plan & The Jericho Ban”
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Rabbi Moshe Shulman, Torah in Motion 5785
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But of all that anyone owns, be it human or beast or land-holding,

nothing that has been proscribed for God may be sold or redeemed,;

every proscribed thing is totally consecrated to God. No human being

who has been proscribed can be ransomed: that person shall be put to
death.
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By way of the plain meaning of Scnpture the verse is stating that
whatever a man devotes of his belongings, whether man or animal or
field of his possession, it is holy unto the Eternal... But if he devotes
people who are not his, such as those who go to war against their
enemies and utter a vow, If Thou wilt indeed deliver this people into my
hand, then will I utterly destroy their cities, then all the people found in
them are to die. The reason for this is that the intention of those making
such a vow is not that [the captives] be given to the priests, but rather
that it be forbidden to derive any benefit from them, since their purpose
is to utterly destroy the enemies
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Rebbi Joshua the Southerner said: Three things did the earthly court
decree and the Heavenly Court agreed with them, and they are the
following: The ban on Jericho, the Esther scroll, and greeting people
using the Name. The ban on Jericho (see Joshua 7.11): “Israel sinned.”
But was not Joshua the one who decreed it? This certainly implies that
the Heavenly Court agreed with them.

APy NP (N) D71 N 1150 5NN XN .2
VYN NI ,YYIN DN MN N INT TR 00 NYYa
JY NOMIY RYIND AN PN (0,1 ywim) P2 IYN J2) N7 DN
TN VITRN DXI0NY PINI INN INNYN YYIN) NIN T2
.00 Ty 113) 172y D)) bm'\m NOD : 2N -p\v' nml NI

After the Israelites had entered the Land Joshua told them And the C|ty
shall be devoted, even it and all that is therein (Josh. 6:17). You find
here that it was not the people but Joshua who issued this decree. But
how do we know that the Holy One, blessed be He, approved it?
Because it is written: Israel hath sinned, yea, they have even
transgressed My covenant (ibid. 7:11). Hence the Holy One, blessed be
He, must have agreed with him....
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Bamidbar Rabbah 14
"Ephraim also is the defence of my head’ speaks of Joshua who belonged to
the tribe of Ephraim and carried out warlike operations on the Sabbath; as is
proved by the text, And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they rose
early at the dawning of the day, and compassed the city, etc. (Josh. vI, 15). How
do we know that it was the Sabbath? Because there can never be seven
consecutive days without a Sabbath.

e And because the day on which they captured Jericho was the
Sabbath, he therefore devoted Jericho as holy to the Lord, as you read,
And the city shall be devoted, even it and all that is therein, to the Lord,
etc. (ib. 17). Joshua argued: ' The Sabbath is altogether holy, so let all
that has been conquered on the Sabbath be holy to the Lord.
Accordingly it says, But all the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass
and iron, are holy unto the Lord; they shall come into the treasury of
the Lord (ib. 19).

e R. Berekiah the priest said: He treated it like a city that had been
seduced into idolatry, and from such a city no benefit may be derived,;
as we learn by the text, And thou shalt burn with fire the city, and all
the spoil thereof, etc. (Deut. X111, 17). Accordingly it says, And they utterly
destroyed all that was in the city, both man and woman, both young and
old, and ox and sheep, and ass, with the edge of the sword (Josh. V1, 21).

e R.Juda the Levite, son of Shalom, said: Joshua gave Israel an object-
lesson on the law which the Holy One, blessed be He, had laid down:
Of the first of your dough ye shall set apart a cake for a gift (Num. xv,
20). Joshua argued: ‘Seeing that it is the first to be conquered, let us
dedicate all its spoil to the One above.’
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(16) you shall surely strike the inhabitants of that city with the edge
of the sword, destroying it utterly, and all that is therein and its
livestock, with the edge of the sword. (17) You shall gather all its
spoil into the midst of its street, and shall burn the city with fire,
and all its spoil every totally to Hashem your God. And it shall be
a mound forever; it shall not be built again. (18) Nothing from that
which is banned shall cling to your hand, so that Hashem may turn
from the fierceness of his anger, and show you mercy, and have
compassion on you, and multiply you, as He has sworn to your
fathers;
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And the city shall be consecrated. It shall be sacred for that day

was the holy Shabbos, and it was therefore fitting that all the booty
that was taken be holy.
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(29) And in the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of Judah Ahab the
son of Omri began to reign over Israel; and Ahab the son of Omri
reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty-two years. (30) And Ahab
the son of Omri did that which was evil in the sight of Hashem
beyond all that were before him. (31) And it came to pass, as if it
had been a light thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the
son of Nebat, that he took as a wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal
king of the Zidonians, and went and served Baal, and worshipped
him. (32) And he set up an altar for Baal in the house of Baal,
which he had built in Samaria. (33) And Ahab made the Asherah;
and Ahab did yet more to provoke Hashem, the God of Israel, than
all the kings of Israel that were before him. (34) In his days Hiel
the Bethelite built Jericho; with Abiram his firstborn he laid its
foundation, and with his youngest son Segub he set up its gates,
according to the word of Hashem which He spoke by the hand of
Joshua the son of Nun.
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(2) You shall surely destroy all the places in which the nations that
you shall dispossess served their gods, on the high mountains, and
on the hills, and under every green tree, (3) and you shall break
down their altars, and dash in pieces their pillars, and burn their
Asherim with fire; and you shall cut down the engraved images of
their gods; and you shall desdroy their name out of that place.



