Rabbi Moshe Shulman, Torah in Motion 5785

Y1 19v, Page 96

Chapter 5/6 - Joshua & the Angel:
Torah Study at a Time of War
The Biblical Antecedent of a Contemporary Challenge**

neglected the daily evening offering, and now, tonight, you are
neglecting Torah study. Joshua asked him: For which of these sins
have you come specially to reprove me? He said to him: “I am now
come,” [i.e., the fact that I did not come last night, but waited until now,
shows that the sin of neglecting Torah study is the more severe one.]
Joshua immediately acted “And Joshua walked that night in the
midst of the valley [ha emek]” (Joshua 8:13). And Rabbi Yohanan
said: This teaches that he walked all night in the depth [be ‘omeka]
of halakha, thereby atoning for his previous neglect of Torah
study.
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Rabbi Abba bar Pappa said: ... “And it came to pass When Joshua
was by Jericho that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, behold,
a man stood over against him with his sword drawn in his hand”
(Joshua 5:13), and it is written further: “And he said: No, but | am
captain of the host of the Lord, I am now come” (Joshua 5:14). The
angel said to him: Last night, due to your preparations for war, you
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(12) You shall set a border for the people, all around, saying, 'Be careful
not to go up the mountain or touch its edge; all who touch the mountain
will surely be put to death. (13) No hand shall touch him, but he shall
surely be stoned or shot, be he animal or man, he shall not live. When
the horn is drawn, they shall go up the mountain."'
(16) On the third day, in the morning, there was thunder and lightning
and a heavy cloud on the mountain, and the sound of a horn, very
strong. And all the people in the camp trembled. (17) Moshe brought
the people out of the camp to meet God, and they stationed themselves
at the bottom of the mountain. (18) And all of Mount Sinai was
smoking because Hashem had come down upon it in fire, and its smoke
went up like the smoke of a furnace; and the whole mountain trembled
greatly. (19) The sound of the horn was growing exceedingly stronger
and stronger. Moshe would speak and God would reply with a voice.
(16) The glory of Hashem dwelled over Mount Sinai, and the cloud
covered it for six days; and He called to Moshe on the seventh day from
within the cloud.
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(1) Now Jericho was tightly shut up because of the Children of
Israel; none went out, and none came in. (2) And Hashem said
to Joshua, "See, | have given into your hand Jericho and its king,
even the mighty men of valor. (3) And you shall encircle the
city, all the men of war, going about the city once. Thus shall
you do six days. (4) And seven priests shall bear seven rams'
horns before the ark; and the seventh day you shall encircle the
city seven times, and the priests shall blow with the horns. (5)
And it shall be, that when they make a long blast with the ram's
horn, and when you hear the sound of the horn, all the people
shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city shall fall
down flat, and the people shall go up, every man straight before
him."

When he came to wage war in Jericho, seven nations assembled in
Jericho, as it is stated: “You crossed the Jordan, and you came to
Jericho; the masters of Jericho made war against you, the Emorites,
the Perizites, the Canaanites, the Hitites, the Girgashites, the
Hivites, and the Yevusites, and I delivered them into your hand”
(Joshua 24:11). Were the masters of Jericho seven nations? Rabbi
Shmuel bar Nahmani said: Jericho was the safeguard of the Land
of Israel. If Jericho is conquered, immediately the rest of the Land
will be conquered. That is why the seven nations assembled in it.
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