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Chapter 5/6 - Joshua & the Angel:
Torah Study at a Time of War
The Biblical Antecedent of a Contemporary Challenge**
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Rabbi Abba bar Pappa said: ... “And it came to pass When Joshua
was by Jericho that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, behold,
a man stood over against him with his sword drawn in his hand”
(Joshua 5:13), and it is written further: “And he said: No, but | am
captain of the host of the Lord, I am now come” (Joshua 5:14). The
angel said to him: Last night, due to your preparations for war, you
neglected the daily evening offering, and now, tonight, you are
neglecting Torah study. Joshua asked him: For which of these sins
have you come specially to reprove me? He said to him: “I am now
come,” [i.e., the fact that I did not come last night, but waited until now,
shows that the sin of neglecting Torah study is the more severe one.]
Joshua immediately acted “And Joshua walked that night in the
midst of the valley [ha emek]” (Joshua 8:13). And Rabbi Yohanan
said: This teaches that he walked all night in the depth [be ‘omeka]
of halakha, thereby atoning for his previous neglect of Torah
study.
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When he came to wage war in Jericho, seven nations assembled in
Jericho, as it is stated: “You crossed the Jordan, and you came to
Jericho; the masters of Jericho made war against you, the Emorites,
the Perizites, the Canaanites, the Hitites, the Girgashites, the
Hivites, and the Yevusites, and I delivered them into your hand”
(Joshua 24:11). Were the masters of Jericho seven nations? Rabbi
Shmuel bar Nahmani said: Jericho was the safeguard of the Land
of Israel. If Jericho is conquered, immediately the rest of the Land
will be conquered. That is why the seven nations assembled in it.
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