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“Joshua & the Angel: The Burning Bush 2.0?"
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The angel was called by God’s revered name in the sense of, for

My name is in him (Ex. 23:21). | will explain this when | comment

on the latter verse. We find the same with the angel that appeared

to Gideon. There it is written, And the Lord said unto him (Jud.
6:23).
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The angel, who is called “G’d,” seeing he is carrying out G’d’s
assignment.
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(1) Hashem spoke to Moshe, "Go; ascend from here, you and the
people that you brought up from the land of Egypt, to the land that
I swore to Avraham, to Yitzchak, and to Yaakov, saying, 'l shall
give it to your descendants." (2) I will send an angel before you,
and | will chase out the Canaanites, and the Emorites and the
Hittites and the Perizzites, the Hivvites and the Jebusites, (3) to a
land flowing with milk and honey. But, I will not go up in your
midst, for you are a stiff-necked people, lest | finish you off on the
way."
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(20) Behold, I am sending a messenger before you to watch over
you on the way and to bring you to the place which | have prepared.
(21) Be careful of him, and listen to his voice; do not rebel against
him because he will not forgive your crimes, for My name is in his
midst. (22) But, if you will surely listen to his voice, and do all that
I speak, | will be an enemy to your enemies and an adversary to
your adversaries. (23) For My messenger will go before you, and
bring you to the Emorites and the Hittites and the Perizzites and the
Canaanites, the Hivvites and the Jebusites, and | will eradicate
them.
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One angel does not perform two missions, and two angels do not

perform one mission. Yet you say: “[The] two [angels came to

Sodom]”? The explanation is that Mikhael gave his tidings and

departed, Gavriel was dispatched to overturn Sodom, and Refael,
to rescue Lot.
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Rabbi Abba bar Pappa said: ... “And it came to pass when Joshua
was by Jericho that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, behold,
a man stood over against him with his sword drawn in his hand”
(Joshua 5:13), and it is written further: “And he said: No, but [ am
captain of the host of the Lord, I am now come” (Joshua 5:14). The
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As it says in Joshua (5:14), "I am captain of GOD’s host. Now I
have come" to save Israel.
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»v TWO — One to destroy Sodom, the other to rescue Lot — it
was he who had come to heal Abraham — whilst the third, who
had come to make the announcement to Sarah, had departed as

soon as he had carried out his mission (Midrash Tanchuma, Vayera
8)
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of halakha, thereby atoning for his previous neglect of Torah
study.
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angel said to him: Last night, due to your preparations for war, you
neglected the daily evening offering, and now, tonight, you are
neglecting Torah study. Joshua asked him: For which of these sins
have you come specially to reprove me? He said to him: “I am now
come,” [i.e., the fact that I did not come last night, but waited until now,
shows that the sin of neglecting Torah study is the more severe one.]
Joshua immediately acted “And Joshua walked that night in the
midst of the valley [ha ’emek]” (Joshua 8:13). And Rabbi Yohanan
said: This teaches that he walked all night in the depth [be ‘omeka]

v MY — 0 910 .11

172 NIZY DR 1NYN THN2 IV BENHN T (D)
9 T3 32 VINTND (%) : 1Y NI 2 YPRDHD NP YN
N NY YNDN DPNTONR N NN 9P DIPD
:9ha 1&;” Mmn bmﬂ TYna

09992 %P 50 IPAN N2 »$P9%n Di*a S () ..
YN DY b: TN TND PIN 2V Yy 1Oy 12D mn
“n D"1'JN'| nmvb D)"l'ﬂN nwn N31’1 (V) :Mnn3a
92 ]w 3D D) (M) 9D nmrm: 1IN MINNDN
19290 YYD DYY Sy N3 DI PIY T N N9
T PIN 790 99Wn 51‘7 51 (0% : TRD -nﬂ 53 70
5173 "y Dﬁbmw [T -wm
DNYY 10 NP DY I by ] 717?"”3? Yo¥” (30 19)
2D PHRN XYY BN NYHDIN NP2 0212

) YWY - IN%Y .10

PRY NP PR XY 222290 DIPOM NP I (N)
D : N3

TN VNN 722 000) NN YWINYON PIP? 1N (1)
NHNRD OYIN DD PYDTNIN ONAD) (3) : 2NN 77123 MIIN
(~r) ;0 NYY Ngyn 13 npN oy v;h PP
WD »95 DN MDY NPV NV DIND NYaY
DININ) DY YAy VY NN 12DR *PraYn oI
Dy Y30 1172 [7¥na MDY (N) - M19IW3 Iwpm
nRIN -;bmm NPT DYIN DYDIHI WY 1IN bw NN
YY) VOIN DYN mn PHND YD

00 Y1 .12
NNV, NINN YAV IN>PY 10)2N) N> DNNY NIYD
i bN INIT YT NN 2YM (N1 YN
YRND) MY 23197 MHND I 9¥a 03 NN
yay ’31 0273 DmN mm >m:’-n nm wrmw
N7’ 2NN 12 ‘mm\v 17 MN,INT O2YA PN NINN
I 99 B0 Y NYa) ON ‘?N'l‘?? NI Y N
NN YIY AING 10921 72797, NYI)
When he came to wage war in Jericho, seven nations assembled in
Jericho, as it is stated: “You crossed the Jordan, and you came to
Jericho; the masters of Jericho made war against you, the Emorites,
the Perizites, the Canaanites, the Hitites, the Girgashites, the
Hivites, and the Yevusites, and I delivered them into your hand”
(Joshua 24:11). Were the masters of Jericho seven nations? Rabbi
Shmuel bar Nahmani said: Jericho was the safeguard of the Land
of Israel. If Jericho is conquered, immediately the rest of the Land
will be conquered. That is why the seven nations assembled in it.



