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“Joshua & the Angel: The Burning Bush 2.0?"
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The angel was called by God’s revered name in the sense of, for

My name is in him (Ex. 23:21). | will explain this when | comment

on the latter verse. We find the same with the angel that appeared

to Gideon. There it is written, And the Lord said unto him (Jud.
6:23).

2 YWD P71y .1

NI N9 NN INDRN 7Y - YWINTON DI NN (3)
JMN NIV /N OYA NI

TN YD /7 PON DN PY1ID NIV TRONI DNSND 19)
YIPY 12 WHY 97N 12972 0NV 0D DY 1IN Ty
SN TRON D5 DY MW GNVN N7IApnY TN

1: MNPV 07av .2
SN YV INY DY NNP RO -2 NI ()

The angel, who is called “G’d,” seeing he is carrying out G’d’s
assignment.
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(1) Hashem spoke to Moshe, "Go; ascend from here, you and the
people that you brought up from the land of Egypt, to the land that
I swore to Avraham, to Yitzchak, and to Yaakov, saying, 'l shall
give it to your descendants." (2) I will send an angel before you,
and | will chase out the Canaanites, and the Emorites and the
Hittites and the Perizzites, the Hivvites and the Jebusites, (3) to a
land flowing with milk and honey. But, I will not go up in your
midst, for you are a stiff-necked people, lest | finish you off on the
way."
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(20) Behold, I am sending a messenger before you to watch over
you on the way and to bring you to the place which | have prepared.
(21) Be careful of him, and listen to his voice; do not rebel against
him because he will not forgive your crimes, for My name is in his
midst. (22) But, if you will surely listen to his voice, and do all that
I speak, | will be an enemy to your enemies and an adversary to
your adversaries. (23) For My messenger will go before you, and
bring you to the Emorites and the Hittites and the Perizzites and the
Canaanites, the Hivvites and the Jebusites, and | will eradicate
them.
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One angel does not perform two missions, and two angels do not

perform one mission. Yet you say: “[The] two [angels came to

Sodom]”? The explanation is that Mikhael gave his tidings and

departed, Gavriel was dispatched to overturn Sodom, and Refael,
to rescue Lot.
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As it says in Joshua (5:14), "I am captain of GOD’s host. Now I
have come" to save Israel.
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»v TWO — One to destroy Sodom, the other to rescue Lot — it
was he who had come to heal Abraham — whilst the third, who
had come to make the announcement to Sarah, had departed as

soon as he had carried out his mission (Midrash Tanchuma, Vayera
8)




