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The returned exiles celebrated the Passover on the fourteenth day of the
first month, for the priests and Levites had purified themselves to a man;
they were all pure. They slaughtered the passover offering for all the
returned exiles, and for their brother priests and for themselves. The
children of Israel who had returned from the exile, together with all who
joined them in separating themselves from the uncleanliness of the
nations of the lands to worship the LORD God of Israel, ate of it. They
joyfully celebrated the Feast of Unleavened Bread for seven days, for
the LORD had given them cause for joy by inclining the heart of the
Assyrian king toward them so as to give them support in the work of
the House of God, the God of Israel.
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Thus the Israelites were wont to circumcise until they were divided into two
kingdoms. The kingdom of Ephraim cast off from themselves the covenant
of circumcision. Elijah, may he be remembered for good, arose and was
zealous with a mighty passion, and he adjured the heavens to send down
neither dew nor rain upon the earth. Jezebel heard (thereof), and sought to
slay him. Elijah arose and prayed before the Holy One, blessed be He...
Elijah arose and fled from the land of Israel, || and he betook himself to
Mount Horeb, as it is said, "And he arose, and did eat and drink" (1 Kings
19:8). There the Holy One, blessed be He, was revealed unto him, and He
said to him: "What doest thou here, Elijah?" (1 Kings 19:9). He answered
Him, saying: "I have been very zealous" (1 Kings 19:10). (The Holy One,
blessed be) He, said to him: Thou art always zealous ! Thou wast zealous in
Shittim on account of the immorality. Because it is said, "Phineas, the son
of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, turned my wrath away from the
children of Israel, in that he was zealous with my zeal among them" (Num.
25:11). Here also art thou zealous. By thy life | They shall not observe the
covenant of circumcision until thou seest it (done) with thine eyes.

Hence the sages instituted (the custom) that people should have a seat of
honour for the Messenger of the Covenant; for Elijah, may he be
remembered for good, is called the Messenger of the Covenant, as it is said,
"And the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in, behold, he cometh”
(Mal. 3:1).
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Since the time of the prophet Samuel, no Passover like that one had ever
been kept in Israel; none of the kings of Israel had kept a Passover like

the one kept by Josiah and the priests and the Levites and all Judah and
Israel there present and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.
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Now the passover sacrifice had not been offered in that manner in the
days of the chieftains who ruled Israel, or during the days of the kings
of Israel and the kings of Judah.
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