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Chapter 3-4 — “Splitting the Sea 2.0”
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Sota 33b-34a

The Sages taught: How did Israel cross the Jordan? Every other day
the Ark would travel behind two flags (Judah & Reuben), but on
that day the Ark traveled in front, as it is stated: “Behold, the Ark
of the Covenant of the Lord of all the earth is passing before you”
(3:11). On every other day, the Levites would carry the Ark, but on
this day the priests carried it, as is stated: “And when the soles of
the feet of the priests that bear the Ark of the Lord shall rest...”
(3:13).

It is taught: Rabbi Yosei says: In three places the priests carried the
Ark. When Israel crossed the Jordan, when they surrounded Jericho,
and when they returned it to its place.

Sota 34a

... the waters that came down from above stood, and rose up in
one heap” (3:16).What was the height of the water? Twelve mil by
twelve mil, parallel to the size of the camp of the Jewish people This
is the statement of Rabbi Yehuda. Rabbi Elazar, son of Rabbi
Shimon, said to him: Is a person faster or is water faster? You must
say water is faster. If so, the water would come and drown them!
Rather, this teaches that the water gathered and rose in heaps upon
heaps to a height of more than three hundred mil, until all the kings
of the East and West saw it, as it is stated: “And it came to pass,
when all the kings of the Amorites, that were beyond the Jordan
westward, and all the kings of the Canaanites, that were by the sea,
heard that the Lord had dried up the waters of the Jordan from
before the children of Israel, until they were passed over, that their
heart melted, neither was there spirit in them anymore, because of
the children of Israel” (5:1).
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(22) And do not set for yourself up a plllar WhICh Hashem your
God hates.
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Rabbi Yohanan says: A platform consists of one stone; an altar
consists of many stones.
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Our Rabbis have explained the difference between a plllar and an
altar by saying that a pillar consists of one stone while an altar is
composed of many stones. It further appears that a pillar is made
for pouring libations of wine upon it and for the pouring of oil upon
it, but not for sacrifices and not for offerings, whereas an altar is
for bringing Burnt-offerings and Peace-offerings thereon. When
Israel entered the Land, the pillar was prohibited to them because
the Canaanites had established it as an ordinance of an idolatrous
character to a greater extent than the altars. Even though it is
written concerning the altars, Ye shall break down their altars,
[since the altars were not as prevalent as pillars among the
Canaanites, He did not prohibit the Israelites from making their
own altars]. It may be that He did not want to prohibit all sacrifices,
and so He retained the altar as fit for libations and sacrifices.
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R. Huniya said, “A parable: To what is the matter comparable? To
a boiling bath into which no creature is able to descend. A certain
ruffian came and leaped down into it. Even though he was scalded,
he made it cool to others. So also when Israel came out of Egypt,
and the Holy One, blessed be He, divided the sea before them,
while the Egyptians were drowned in its midst, fear of them fell
upon all the peoples, as stated (in Exod. 15:15-16), ‘Then were the
chiefs of Edom bewildered.... [Terror and fright fell upon them].’
When Amalek came and joined in battle with them - even though
he received his [scalding] at their hands - he made [Israel appear]
lukewarm (in battle) before the peoples of the world.”



