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Epilogue 2: Chapter 24 — The Brit in Shechem - Who is Yehoshua Talking to?
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Joshua assembled them at Shechem and not at Shiloh, even though
the Ark was there:
Perhaps by Divine command, so that they would make the covenant
at Shechem, for there Abraham our forefather first paused when he
entered the land, as it is written: “And Abram passed through the land
until the place of Shechem”.
Additionally, because a great miracle occurred there for Jacob our
forefather, so that they would remember it and cleave to God alone.
Additionally, because the first portion of inheritance that Jacob had
in the Land of Israel was in Shechem, where he purchased a parcel of
land from the sons of Hamor, the father of Shechem. And there
Joshua said to them, “Remove the foreign gods that are in your
midst,” just as Jacob said to his sons in Shechem, “Remove the
foreign gods that are among you.”
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“Under the oak” — ...And in the Midrash [it is said] that this is the

oak under which Jacob buried the foreign gods, as it is written:

“And Jacob hid them under the oak that is by Shechem” (Genesis

35:4).

“Wh)ich is in the Sanctuary of the LORD” — the house in which the

Ark was located at Shechem was called a Sanctuary because of the
sanctity of the Ark that was there temporarily.
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“And Joshua assembled” — an additional time. For it was already

written earlier, “And Joshua called all Israel” (Joshua 23:2). Rather,

he assembled them again and rebuked them once and twice, so that
they would be careful to observe the Torah.
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“And they stood before God” — it seems that the Ark of God was
brought there, in order to make the covenant before the Ark, as it says,
“And Joshua wrote [these words] in the Book of the Torah of God.”
It seems, therefore, that the Ark containing the Torah scroll was there.
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And God said to Ya'aqov, Arise, go up to Bet-el, and dwell there: and make there an altar
to God, Who appeared to thee when thou didst flee from the face of “Esav thy brother. Then
Ya'aqov said to his household, and to all that were with him, Put away the strange gods that
are among you, and make yourselves clean, and change your garments: and let us arise,
and go up to Bet-el; and I will make there an altar to God, Who answers me in the day of
my distress, and was with me in the way on which I went. And they gave to Ya'aqov all the
strange gods which were in their hand, and all their earrings which were in their ears; and
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(23) Now therefore put away the strange gods
which are among you, and incline your heart to
Hashem, the God of Israel."... (26) And Joshua
wrote these words in the book of the law of God;
and he took a great stone and set it up there under
the oak that was by the sanctuary of Hashem.

Ya'aqov hid them under the oak which was by Shekhem.

“Then Joshua built” — according to the plain meaning, he did this
after the war with Ai, and in accordance with the sequence of the
chapters.
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For Rebbi Ismael said, any “comings’ > which were said in the Torah
refer to after fourteen years, seven during which they conquered and
seven during which they distributed. Therefore, blessings and curses
were recited only after fourteen years. Rebbi Hanania objected before
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“And he further mentioned afterward that Joshua had already
assembled all the tribes of Israel to Shechem ...”
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Then [Yehoshua] built. This parasha is not in chronoligical order,
[for Yehoshua built the altar] on the day they crossed the Jordan river.
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And they journeyed: and the terror of God was upon the cities that
were round about them, and they did not pursue after the sons of
Ya'aqov.
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Moreover I have given to thee one portion (‘shechem’) more than thy

brothers, which I took out of the hand of the Emori with my sword
and with my bow.
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And if we are to believe in the book, ‘The Wars of the Sons of Jacob,’
their father’s fear was due to the fact that the neighbors of Shechem
gathered together and waged three major wars against them, and were
it not for their father who also donned his weapons and warred against
them, they would have been in danger, as is related in that book. Our
Rabbis have mentioned something of this conflict in their
commentary on the verse, Which I took out of the hand of the Amorite
with my sword and with my bow. They said, “All the surrounding
nations gathered together to join in battle against them, and Jacob
donned his weapons to war against them,” just as Rashi writes there.
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When Simeon and Levi slew the inhabitants of Shechem all the
surrounding nations gathered together to join in battle against them

and Jacob girded on his weapons to war against them (cf. Genesis
Rabbah 80:10)
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Rebbi Mana: Is it not written, “It shall be when you cross the Jordan
you shall erect these stones™? He said to him, they erected the stones
immediately, but blessings and curses were said only after fourteen
years.
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And all Yisra’el, and their elders, and ofﬁcers and their Judges stood
on this side the ark...
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On my oath I will not plow on the Festival - the oath does not take
effect, as he is already under oath from Mount Sinai
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These are the words of the covenant, which the Lord commanded
Moshe to make with the children of Yisra’el in the land of Mo’av,
besides the covenant which he made with them in Horev.
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And the sons of Ya‘aqov answered Shekhem and Hamor h1s father

with cunning, because he had defiled Dina their sister, and they
spoke:
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Midrash “w9%” — Yalkut Shimoni 133
“They journeyed, and the terror of God fell upon them.”

all of them gathered together they could destroy the entire world.
Therefore the fear of the Holy One, blessed be He, fell upon them, and
they did not pursue the sons of Jacob.

Our Rabbis said: Although they did not pursue them at that time, after
seven years they did pursue them. All the kings of the Amorites
gathered against the sons of Jacob and sought to kill them in the
Valley of Shechem. This was because afterward Jacob and his sons
returned to Shechem and settled there. They said: Is it not enough that
they killed all the men of Shechem? Now they seek to inherit their land
as well! So they all assembled and came against them to kill them.
When Judah saw this, he leapt into the ranks of the warriors fighting
them and first struck down Yashuv, king of Tapuach, who was covered
from head to toe in iron and bronze. He rode a horse and hurled spears
with both hands, forward and backward, never missing his target, for he
was exceedingly strong. When Judah saw him, he did not fear him or his
might. He ran toward him, took a stone from the ground weighing sixty
sela‘im, and hurled it at him from a distance of two-thirds of a ris (one
hundred seventy-seven and one-third cubits). The king was charging
toward Judah, clad in iron armor and throwing spears. Judah struck him
with the stone upon his shield and knocked him from his horse. As he
tried to rise, Judah ran to kill him before he could stand, but the king
quickly rose and engaged Judah in battle, shield against shield. He drew
his spear and sought to sever Judah’s head. Judah raised his shield to
meet the blow, received the strike, and the shield split in two. What did
Judah do? He seized the king’s spear, struck him with it, severed both

They said: If two sons of Jacob were able to do this great deed, then if
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his legs above the ankles, and he fell to the ground. His spear dropped
from his hand, and Judah leapt and cut off his head.

While Judah was removing his armor, nine companions of the king
came upon him. The first to arrive Judah struck on the head with a stone,
and his shield fell from his hand; Judah took it and stood to face the
remaining eight.
Levi, his brother, arrived and stood with him, hurled a stone, and killed
Elon, king of Gaash. Judah killed the remaining eight, and Jacob their
father approached and killed Ziruri, king of Shiloh. None of them
could stand against the sons of Jacob; they no longer had the heart to
fight, only to flee. The sons of Jacob pursued them, and Judah alone
killed one thousand men that day before sunset. The rest of Jacob’s
sons left Tel Shechem, where they had been stationed, and pursued them
into the hill country until they reached the city courtyard.Before the city
courtyard they fought a battle even fiercer than the one in the Valley of
Shechem. Jacob shot arrows and killed Pirathon, king of Hazer, Pasusi,
king of Sartan, Laban, king of Aram, and Shever, king of
Mahanayim. Judah was first to scale the wall of Hazer. Four mighty
warriors fought him before Naphtali reached him, climbing after him.
Before Naphtali ascended, Judah killed those four warriors. Naphtali
leapt up after him. Judah stood on the right side of the wall and Naphtali
on the left, and they began killing among them. The rest of Jacob’s sons
jumped up and followed, broke the city that day, captured Hazer, killed
all its warriors, spared no one, and took all the captives.

On the second day they went to Sartan, where they faced a fierce battle.
It was a high city on a lofty mound, crushing all who approached it.
There was no place to engage near the wall, for the rampart was strong
and exceedingly high. That day they conquered it, ascended the wall—
Judah first from the east, Gad from the west, Simeon and Levi from the
north, Reuben and Dan from the south. Naphtali and Issachar came
forward and set fire to the gate bolts. They fought fiercely on the wall
until more of their comrades joined them. Judah captured the tower,
ascended to its top, and killed two hundred men on its roof before the
people of the city fled. They captured and killed all the nations there,
spared no one because they were fierce and hardened warriors, took all
the captives, and returned.

On the third day they went to Tapuach in the morning. While gathering
the captives, the people of Shiloh came to fight them. They armed
themselves, went out against them, and killed them all before midday.
They entered Shiloh after the women, gave them no chance to resist,
captured the city that day, and brought out all the captives to their
comrades left in Tapuach, along with the spoil of Tapuach.

On the fourth day they passed opposite the camp of Shever. The men
there came out to rescue the captives, descended into the valley, but
Jacob’s sons gathered, pursued them, and killed them before they could
climb back up. That day the men of Shever also came out throwing
stones; they captured them, killed all the warriors, rescued all the
captives, and joined them to those already with them.

On the fifth day they went to Gaash, for they heard that a great Amorite
force had assembled there. Gaash was a strong city, one of the royal cities
of the Amorites. They fought it until midday and could not capture it
because it had three walls, one inside another. They taunted and
harassed them. At that moment Judah’s wrath flared, the spirit of a
mighty warrior entered him, and he leapt with all his strength and was
first upon the wall. There Judah nearly died; had Jacob his father not
been there, he would have been killed. Jacob drew his bow and killed to
the right and left—stones hurled from one side, warriors pressing from
the other—until they sought to cast Judah down from the wall. When
Dan ascended, they drove them back somewhat; Naphtali followed
third. Simeon and Levi captured the western side, and the five of them
pressed on relentlessly, killing many until a stream of blood flowed like
a torrent. They captured the city at sunset, killed all the warriors that
day, took the captives, and rested outside the city from exhaustion.

On the sixth day all the Amorites gathered and came without weapons,
bowing down and begging for peace. Jacob made peace with them. They
gave gifts and tribute for all their lands, returned all the captives, and
sent back to Jacob’s sons all the flocks they had taken, two for one. Jacob
turned toward Timnah, Judah toward Arbel, and from then on they
remained at peace with the Amorites.
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