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Chapter 22: Civil War Averted!! For Now
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Every man eats the flesh of his own arm. (20) Manasseh
eats Ephraim; and Ephraim, Manasseh. And they together
are against Judah. For all this His anger has not turned
away, but His hand is still stretched out.
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(7) But they, like human men, have broken the covenant.

There they have dealt treacherously against Me. (8) Gilead

is a city of those who work iniquity; it is foot-tracked with

blood. (9) As gangs of robbers wait to ambush a man, so is

the company of priests; they murder on the way toward
Shechem. Indeed, they commit heinous crimes!
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Were three cities [necessary] in Trans-Jordania [the same
as] three cities for the [whole] land of Israel? — Said
Abaye: By reason that manslaying was rife in Gilead, as it
is written: Gilead is a city of them that work iniquity and is
covered with footprints of blood. What is meant by
[covered with footprints] ‘akubbah? — Said R. Eleazar: It
suggests that they tracked down victims to slay them.
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And the warriors. These were the men of the tribes of
Reuvein and Gad who went before them
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R. Judan said: The tribes of Reuben and Gad formed

Joshua's personal retinue... they accompanied him to his
home...
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(18) Through the wrath of Hashem of hosts the land is burnt
up. The people also are as the fuel of fire; no man spares
his brother. (19) And one snatches on the right hand, and is
hungry; and he eats on the left hand, and is not satisfied.
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