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Good Songs & ‘Problematic’ Songs in Tanach
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Pirkei D’Rebbe Eliezer 49

(Haman) said to him: Mount and ride upon the horse. He said to
(Haman): On account of the affliction of the fast I have no strength
to mount and ride upon the horse. What did Haman do? He lowered
himself, || and Mordecai put his foot upon his neck, and he mounted
and rode upon the horse. Mordecai said: Blessed be the
Omnipresent, who hath not let aught of His words fall to the earth,
to fulfil that which is said, "But thou shalt tread upon their high
places" (Deut. 33:29).

Sanhedrin 39b

R. Aha b. Hanina said: [It is the song referred to in the verse.] When
the wicked perish, there is song; [thus] when Ahab b. Omri perished
there was ‘song’. But does the Holy One, blessed be He, rejoice
over the downfall of the wicked? Is it not written, [That they should
praise] as they went out before the army, and say, Give thanks unto
the Lord for His mercy endureth for ever; concerning which R.
Jonathan asked: Why are the words, He is good omitted from this
expression of thanks? Because the Holy One, blessed be He, does
not rejoice in the downfall of the wicked. For R. Samuel b. Nahman
said in R. Jonathan's name: What is meant by, And one approached
not the other all night? In that hour the ministering angels wished to
utter the song [of praise] before the Holy One, blessed be He, but
He rebuked them, saying: My handiwork [the Egyptians] is
drowning in the sea; would ye utter song before me!
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Shemot Rabbah

Another explanation: THEN SANG MOSES. It is written: The
singers go before, the minstrels follow after (PS. LXVIIIL, 26). R.
Johanan said: When the angels desired to chant Song before God on
that night when Israel crossed the Sea, the Holy One, blessed be He,
prevented them, saying, ‘My legions are in distress, and you wish
to utter Song before Me?” Hence does it say: And one did not draw
nigh to the other all that night, as it says, And one called unto
another, and said (Isa. VI, 3). As soon as the Israelites emerged
from the sea, the angels rushed in to be the first to utter Song before
God, but God said: ' Let my children be the first to do so’; hence
does it say, THEN SANG MOSES. It does not say shar, but > Az
yashir °, because God said: ‘Let Moses and the children of Israel be
the first to sing.’

Shirat David — IT Shmuel 22

(30) For by You I run upon a troop; by my God I scale a wall.
(31) As for God, His way is perfect; the word of Hashem is tried.
He is a shield to all those that take refuge in Him. (32) For who is
God, besides Hashem? And who is a rock, besides our God?
(33) God is my strong fortress; He clears my way towards
perfection. (34) He makes my feet like does', and sets me upon my
high places. (35) He trains my hands for war, so that my arms bend
a bow of brass.

Shirat Devorah — Shoftim 5

(3) Hear, you kings! Give ear, you princes! I, even I, will sing
to Hashem. I will sing praise to Hashem, the God of Israel.
(4) Hashem, when you went forth out of Seir, when you
marched out of the field of Edom, the earth trembled, the sky
also dropped. Yes, the clouds dropped water. (5) The mountains
quaked at the presence of Hashem, even Sinai, at the presence
of Hashem, the God of Israel.
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