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Chapter 11: Review of Yehoshua Part I (Chapters 1-11):

“The Conquest” —

What Worked? What Failed?”

Rambam Kings &Their Wars 6:7

When a siege is placed around a city to conquer it, it should not be
surrounded on all four sides, only on three. A place should be left
for the inhabitants to flee and for all those who desire, to escape
with their lives, as it is written Numbers 31:7: 'And they besieged
Midian as God commanded Moses." According to tradition, He
commanded them to array the siege as described.
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Midrash Rabbah - Lamentations Prologue XXX

There arose four kings each of whom made a different request, viz.,
David, Asa, Jehoshaphat, and Hezekiah.

David said, Let me pursue mine enemies, and overtake them (Ps.
XVIII, 38). The Holy One, blessed be He, said to him, ‘I will do
s0.” So it is written, And David smote them from the twilight even
unto the evening of the next day (I Sam. XXX, 17).

Asa stood up and said, ‘I have not the strength to slay them, but I
will pursue them and do Thou perform [the slaying].” He replied to
him, ‘I will do so’; as it is said, And Asa... pursued them (II Chron.
X1V, 12), and it is not written here, and they were shattered before
Asa, but before the Lord and before His host.

Jehoshaphat stood up and said, ' [ have the strength neither to slay
nor to pursue, but I will utter a song and do Thou perform [the
slaying and pursuing].” The Holy One, blessed be He, replied, ' I
will do so ; as it is said, And when they began to sing and to praise,
the Lord set liers-in-wait (ib. XX, 22).

Hezekiah stood up and said, ' [ have the strength neither to slay nor
to pursue nor to utter a song, but I will sleep upon my bed and do
Thou perform [all these things].” The Holy One, blessed be He,
replied, ‘I will do so’; as it is said, And it came to pass that night,
that the angel of the Lord went forth, and smote in the camp of the
Assyrians (II Kings XIX, 35).
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