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There is a great need to assert the differences between the customs of the Jews
of Germany [benei Ashkenaz)] and those of the land of Poland. . . . Rabbi [Is-
serles] himself in his introduction [to Torat ha-Hatat] did not mention the cus-
toms of Germany at all, but only those of his own land. The introduction of
the proofreader, however, mentioned explicitly “Poland, the Ukraine, Bo-
hemia, and Moravia.” And he extended the borders even farther, and wrote,
“and perhaps every place where German [leshon Ashkenaz] is spoken by
Jews.” One may see that he expressed uncertainty whether the book applies to
German Jews [benei Ashkenaz] or not. So the printer added that on his own
and mentioned Germany as well on the title page, so that he would increase
his sales in all of those lands, because buyers always look at the beginning of
the book.*7
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