In-Laws and Outcasts:
A Comparison of Rut and Moshe

Rabbanit Tamara Spitz

A. Childhood

Sanhedrin 105b

Rabbi Yosei bar Huna says: Ruth was
the daughter of Eglon, son of the son of
Balak, king of Moab.

Exodus 2:10-11

(10) When the child grew up, she
brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter,
who made him her son. She named him
Moses, explaining, “I drew him out of
the water.” (11) Some time after that,
when Moses had grown up, he went
out to his kinsfolk and witnessed their
labors. He saw an Egyptian beating a
Hebrew, one of his kinsmen.

Bereishit Rabbah 100:10

Moshe spent forty years in the palace of
Pharaoh, forty years in Midian, and
forty years serving Israel

B. Different Names
Ruth 1:20-21

(20) “Do not call me Naomi,” she
replied. “Call me Mara, for Shaddai has
made my lot very bitter. (21) [ went
away full, and the LORD has brought
me back empty. How can you call me
Naomi, when the LORD has dealt
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harshly with me, when Shaddai has
brought misfortune upon me!”

Zohar Chadash, Midrash Rut 182

Her name had originally been Gilit,
when she married Machlon, he called
her Rut

Sotah 12a:17

The verse states with regard to the
birth of Moses: “And the woman
conceived, and bore a son; and when
she saw him that he was a goodly
[tov] child, she hid him three months”
(Exodus 2:2). It is taught in a baraita
that Rabbi Meir says: “Tov” is his,
Moses’, real name, as it was given to
him by his parents when he was born.
Rabbi Yehuda says: His name was
Toviya.

Mekhilta DeRabbi Shimon Bar
Yochai 18:1

He had 7 names: Yeter, Yitro, Chovav,
Reuel, Putiel, Keni

C. Leaving
Ruth 1:8

(8) But Naomi said to her two
daughters-in-law, “Turn back, each of
you to her mother’s house. May the
LORD deal kindly with you, as you
have dealt with the dead and with me!
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Exodus 4:18

(18) Moses went back to his
father-in-law Jether and said to him,
“Let me go back to my kinsmen in
Egypt and see how they are faring.” And
Jethro said to Moses, “Go in peace.”

D. Conversion
Ruth 1:16

(16) But Ruth replied, “Do not urge me
to leave you, to turn back and not
follow you. For wherever you go, I will
go; wherever you lodge, I will lodge;
your people shall be my people, and
your God my God.

Exodus 3:2-4

(2) An angel of the LORD appeared to
him in a blazing fire out of a bush. He
gazed, and there was a bush all aflame,
yet the bush was not consumed. (3)
Moses said, “I must turn aside to look at
this marvelous sight; why doesn’t the
bush burn up?” (4) When the LORD
saw that he had turned aside to look,
God called to him out of the bush:
“Moses! Moses!” He answered, “Here |
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Shemot Rabbah 1:32

They came to their father Reuel. This is
Yitro. Why was he called Reuel,
because he joined with God [ie. he
converted]
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E. Humility- Both brought up in the Palace and now...

Ruth 2:2

(2) Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “I 'Ara MA.13
would like to go to the fields and glean ~ R3"T127K *yI-2K maxRing N RRP (2)
among the ears of grain, behind I-RYAK WX 0K 072w TpRoN T
someone who may show me kindness.” N2 707 M7 INRP 177y
“Yes, daughter, go,” she replied;

Exodus 3:1 N2 .14
(1) Now Moses, tending the flock of his 172 1307 1207 XN Y 0 T (R)
father-in-law Jethro, the priest of N2 277 IR INETIN 3137 17T
Midian, drove the flock into the ;11271 DPONT 77N

wilderness, and came to Horeb, the
mountain of God.

F. What other similarities can you think of?
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