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Daniel 9

(24) Seventy weeks are decreed upon your people and upon your holy
city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sin, and to forgive
iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal vision and
prophet, and to anoint the most holy place. (25) Know therefore and
discern, that from the going forth of the word to restore and to build
Jerusalem until the anointed one, a prince, shall be seven weeks; and for
sixty-two weeks, it shall be built again, with squares and moat, but in
troubled times. (26) And after the sixty-two weeks the anointed one shall
be cut off and be no more; and the people of the prince that is to come
shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; but his end shall be with a flood;
and until the end of the war, desolation is decreed.(27) And he shall make
a firm covenant with many for one week; and for half of a week he shall

halt the sacrifice and the offering; and in its place shall be the wing of

the appalling, detestable things, until the decreed destruction shall be
poured out upon the appalling things.

Rashi — Daniel 9

Seventy weeks [of years] have been decreed: on Jerusalem from the
day of the first destruction in the days of Zedekiah until it will be
[destroyed] the second time.

to terminate the transgression and to end sin: so that Israel should
receive their complete retribution in the exile of Titus and his
subjugation, in order that their transgressions should terminate, their
sins should end, and their iniquities should be expiated, in order to bring
upon them eternal righteousness and to anoint upon them (sic) the Holy
of Holies: the Ark, the altars, and the holy vessels, which they will bring
to them through the king Messiah. The number of seventy weeks is four
hundred and ninety years. The Babylonian exile was seventy [years] and
the Second Temple stood four hundred and twenty [years].

until the anointed king: Time will be given from the day of the
destruction until the coming of Cyrus, king of Persia, about whom the
Holy One, blessed be He, said that he would return and build His city,
and He called him His anointed and His king, as it says (Isa. 45:1): “So
said the Lord to His anointed one, to Cyrus etc.” (verse 13): “He shall
build My city and free My exiles, etc.”

seven weeks: Seven complete shemittah cycles they will be in exile
before Cyrus comes, and there were yet three more years, but since they
did not constitute a complete shemittah cycle, they were not counted.
and in sixty-two weeks it will return and be built: i.e., the city with its
streets.

and you find that from the beginning he started to count seventy weeks,
and at the end, when he delineated their times and their judgments, he
counted only sixty-nine, proving that one week was divided, part of it
here and part of it there; and he mentioned only whole weeks.

And after: those weeks. the anointed one will be cut off: Agrippa, the
king of Judea, who was ruling at the time of the destruction, will be slain.
and the people of the coming monarch will destroy: [The monarch who
will come] upon them. That is Titus and his armies.

Nazair 32b

Rav Yosef'said: If I had been there, I would have said to them, Isn't it
written: “The Sanctuary of the Lord, the Sanctuary of the Lord, the
Sanctuary of the Lord, are these” (Jeremiah 7:4). This — referring to the
First Temple and the Second Temple [leading to a Third Temple].
Although they might have known that it would be destroyed, did they
know when it would be destroyed? Abaye said: yes they did know when
- “Seventy sevens are decreed upon your people and upon your sacred
city” (Daniel 9:24). [answer] still, did we know on which day?
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The sages said 'There is no difference between this world and the
days of the Messiah, except for subjugation to [foregin] kings." It
seems from the simple meaning of the words of the prophets that
in the beginning of the days of the Messiah, there will be a war
between Gog and Magog, and that before the war between Gog
and Magog, a prophet will rise to straighten Israel out and to
prepare their hearts, as it is written, "Behold, I am sending to you
Eliyah (Malachi 2:23)." ...to bring peace to the world, as it says,

"He will return the hearts of the fathers to their children (Malachi
3:24)" And there are those among the sages who say that before

the Messiah will come, Elijah will come. And all of these things

and things like them, people wont' really know how it we be until
it happens. Because these things are not explicit in the prophets’
words. And the sages also don't have a received tradition about
these things, just and interpretation of the verses. Therefore, they

argue about these things. And in any case, there is no order to
these things happening and the details of them is not necessary to

the religion. And a person should never study the tales or spend

a long time on the Midrash told about these issues and things like

them, and they shouldn't be made to be essential, since they bring

about neither awe nor love.
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Vayikra 25
(8) You shall count off seven

Sabbaths of years, seven times
seven years, and there shall be
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I Kings 6

(1) And it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year after the
Children of Israel came out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of
Solomon's reign over Israel, in the month Ziv, which is the second
month, that he began to build the house of Hashem... (38) And in the
eleventh year, in the month Bul, which is the eighth month, the house
was finished, with all its parts and according to all its specifications. He
built it for seven years.

I Kings 13
(1) And, behold, a man of God came out of Judah to Beth-el, by the word

of Hashem, and Jeroboam was standing by the altar to burn incense. (2)
And he cried against the altar by the word of Hashem, and said, "O altar,
altar. Thus says Hashem, 'Behold, a son shall be born to the house of
David, Josiah by name; and he shall sacrifice upon you the priests of the
high places that burn incense upon you, and they shall burn men's bones
upon you." (3) And he gave a sign the same day saying, "This is the
sign which Hashem has spoken. Behold, the altar shall be split, and the
ashes that are upon it shall be poured out." (4) And it came to pass, when
the king heard the saying of the man of God which he cried against the
altar in Beth-el, that Jeroboam put forth his hand from the altar, saying,
"Lay hold of him." And his hand which he put forth against him dried
up, so that he could not draw it back to him. (5) The altar also was split,
and the ashes poured out from the altar, according to the sign which the
man of God had given by the word of Hashem.

I Kings 15
(9) And in the twentieth year of Jeroboam king of Israel Asa began to

reign over Judah.

II Chronicles 15

(1) And the spirit of God came upon Azariah the son of Oded; (2) and
he went out to meet Asa, and said unto him: 'Hear ye me, Asa, and all
Judah and Benjamin: the Lord is with you, while ye are with Him; and if
ye seek Him, He will be found of you; but if ye forsake Him, He will
forsake you. (3) Now for long seasons Israel was without the true God,
and without a teaching priest, and without law; (4) but when in their
distress they turned unto the Lord, the God of Israel, and sought Him, He
was found of them. (5) And in those times there was no peace to him
that went out, nor to him that came in, but great discomfitures were upon
all the inhabitants of the lands. (6) And they were broken in pieces,
nation against nation, and city against city; for God did discomfit them
with all manner of adversity. (7) But be ye strong, and let not your hands
be slack; for your work shall be rewarded." (8) And when Asa heard
these words, even the prophecy of Oded the prophet, he took courage,
and put away the detestable things out of all the land of Judah and
Benjamin, and out of the cities which he had taken from the hill-country
of Ephraim; and he renewed the altar of the Lord, that was before the
porch of the Lord. (9) And he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, and
them that sojourned with them out of Ephraim and Manasseh, and out of
Simeon; for they fell to him out of Israel in abundance, when they saw
that the Lord his God was with him. (10) So they gathered themselves
together at Jerusalem in the third month, in the fifteenth year of the reign
of Asa. (11) And they sacrificed unto the Lord in that day, of the spoil
which they had brought, seven hundred oxen and seven thousand sheep.
(12) And they entered into the covenant to seek the Lord, the God of their
fathers, with all their heart and with all their soul; (13) and that
whosoever would not seek the Lord, the God of Israel, should be put to
death, whether small or great, whether man or woman. (14) And they
swore unto the Lord with a loud voice, and with shouting, and with
trumpets, and with horns. (15) And all Judah rejoiced at the oath; for
they had sworn with all their heart, and sought Him with their whole
desire; and He was found of them; and the Lord gave them rest round
about. (16) And also Maacah the mother of Asa the king, he removed
her from being queen, because she had made an abominable image for
an Asherah; and Asa cut down her image, and made dust of it, and burnt
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it at the brook Kidron. (17) But the high places were not taken away out
of Israel; nevertheless the heart of Asa was whole all his days. (18) And
he brought into the house of God the things that his father had hallowed,
and that he himself had hallowed, silver, and gold, and vessels. (19) And
there was no more war unto the five and thirtieth year of the reign of Asa.

Nechemia 13

(6) But in all this time I was not at Jerusalem; for in the two and
thirtieth year of Artaxerxes king of Babylon I went to the king,
and after certain days I asked leave of the king, (7) and I came to
Jerusalem, and understood the evil that Eliashib had done for
Tobiah, in preparing him a chamber in the courts of the house of
God. (8) It grieved me greatly and I cast forth all the household
stuff of Tobiah out of the chamber.
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