Daniel: The Legacy of our Babylonian Experience, Rabbi Moshe Shulman
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Brachot 30a

The Sages taught: A blind person and one who is unable to approximate
the directions may focus his heart towards his Father in Heaven, as it is
stated: “And they shall pray to the Lord” (I Kings 8:44). One who was
standing in the Diaspora should focus his heart toward Eretz Yisrael, as
it is stated: “And they shall pray to You by way of their land (I Kings
8:48). One who was standing in Eretz Yisrael should focus his heart
towards Jerusalem, as it is stated: “And they shall pray to the Lord by
way of the city that You have chosen” (I Kings 8:44). One who was
standing in Jerusalem should focus his heart towards the Temple, as it is
stated: “And they shall pray toward this house” (II Chronicles 6:32).
One who was standing in the Temple should focus his heart toward the
Holy of Holies, as it is stated: “And they shall pray toward this place” (I
Kings 8:35). One who was standing in the Holy of Holies should focus
his heart toward the seat of the ark-cover [kapporet]. One who was
standing behind the seat of the ark-cover should visualize himself as if
standing before the ark-cover.

Consequently, one standing in prayer in the East turns to face west, and
one standing in the West turns to face east. One standing in the South
turns to face north, and one standing in the North turns to face south;
Consequently, all of the people of Israel focus themselves focusing their
hearts toward one place.

Rabbi Avin, and some say Rabbi Avina, said: What verse alludes to this?
“Your neck is like the Tower of David, built with turrets [talpiyyot],
(Song of Songs 4:4). talpiyyot = hill [tel] toward which all mouths

[piyyof] turn.

Baba Batra 25a-25b

As Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi says: Come and let us be grateful to our
ancestors who revealed to us the place of prayer, as it is written: “And
the hosts of heaven bow down to You” (Nehemiah 9:6).

...And Rabbi Yishmael, too, holds that the Divine Presence is in every
place, as the school of Rabbi Yishmael taught: From where is it derived
that the Divine Presence is in every place? As it is stated: “And behold
the angel who spoke with me went forth, and another angel went out to
meet him” (Zechariah 2:7). the verse does not state: After him, but: “To
meet him,” which teaches that the Divine Presence is in every place.
And Rav Sheshet, too, holds that the Divine Presence is in every place,
as Rav Sheshet said to his servant: Set me facing any direction to pray
except for the east, not because it does not contain the Divine Presence,
but because the heretics instruct people to pray in that direction.

But Rabbi Abbahu says: The Divine Presence is in the west, as Rabbi
Abbahu says: What is the meaning of oriyya, which is a name for the
west? the air of God [avir Yah].

... Rabbi Yitzhak says: One who wishes to become wise should face
south, and one who wishes to become wealthy should face north. And
your mnemonic for this is that in the Temple the Table was in the north,
and the Candelabrum was in the south.

And Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi says: One should always face south, as
once he becomes wise he will subsequently also become wealthy, as it is
stated with regard to the Torah: “Length of days is in her right hand; in
her left hand are riches and honor” (Proverbs 3:16).

But Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi says that the Divine Presence is in the
west? One should turn aside slightly.

Rabbi Hanina said to Rav Ashi: An individual such as you, who lives to
the north of Eretz Yisrael, should face south.

Tosafot Barchot 30a

And we rule like this Gemara, and so too do we conclude in Lo Yachpor
(Bovo Basro 25b), where the Gemara says you who live to the north of
Eretz Yisroel should face south, towards Eretz Yisroel. And not like
those amoroim mentioned earlier (Bovo Basro 25a) who argue whether
the Divine Presence is in the east or in the west. Now we are to the west
of Eretz Yisroel, therefore we turn to the east when we pray.
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Daniel: The Legacy of our Babylonian Experience, Rabbi Moshe Shulman

Shulchan Aruch 94:1-2

1) When one stands to pray: if he is standing in the Diaspora, he should
face toward the Land of Isracl and focus [his mind] also towards
Jerusalem, the Temple, and the Holy of Holies. If one is standing in the
Land of Israel, he should face towards Jerusalem and focus [his mind]
also towards the Temple and the Holy of Holies. In one is standing in
Jerusalem, he should face towards the Temple and focus [his mind] also
towards the Holy of Holies. If one is standing behind the Ark-cover, he

should face towards the Ark-cover.

2) If one prays [facing] one of the other directions, one should turn one's
face to the direction of the land of Israel if one is in the Diaspora; and to
Jerusalem if one is in the land of Israel; and to the Temple if one is in

Jerusalem. Gloss: And we who turn our faces to the east, it is because we dwell to
the west of the land of Israel, and so our faces are towards the land of Israel (Tur,
Orach Chaim 94:1 and Sefer Mitzvot Gadol). We do not make the place of the ark [in
our synagogue] and the direction of prayer exactly opposite the sunrise because that
is the way of the heretics; rather we direct [ourselves] opposite [the direction of the
sun] in the middle of the day (Hagahot Alfasi haChadashim) And one who wants to
uphold their saying (i.e. that of the Sages): "The one who wants to gain wealth
turns northward or to gain wisdom turns southward"”, nevertheless should turn
one's face towards the east

I Kings 8
(27) For will God truly dwell on earth? Behold, heaven and the heaven

of heavens cannot contain You; how much less this house that I have
built! (28) Yet, have regard for the prayer of Your servant and to his
supplication, O Hashem, my God, to listen to the cry and to the prayer
which Your servant prays before You this day; (29) that Your eyes may
be open toward this house night and day, toward the place of which You
have said, 'My name shall be there'; to listen to the prayer which Your
servant shall pray toward this place.

Daniel 6:11

And when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his
house — now his windows were open in his upper chamber toward
Jerusalem — and he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and
prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did beforehand.

Brachot 31a

Rabbi Hiyya bar Abba said: One should always pray in a house with
windows, as it is stated, “... there were open windows”

I might have thought that one could pray throughout the entire day; it has
already been articulated by Daniel, “And three times...”

I might have thought that this began when he came to exile; it was stated:
“Just as he had done before.”

I might have thought that one may pray facing any direction he wishes;
the verse states: “facing Jerusalem.”
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