Daniel: The Legacy of our Babylonian Experience, Rabbi Moshe Shulman
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The word which came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah, in the fourth year of King
Jehoiakim son of Josiah of Judah, which was the first year of King Nebuchadrezzar of Babylon.
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Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he became king, and he reigned three months in Jerusalem; ...

King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon advanced against the city while his troops were besieging it. Thereupon

King Jehoiachin of Judah, along with his mother, and his courtiers, commanders, and officers, surrendered
to the king of Babylon. The king of Babylon took him captive in the eighth year of his reign.
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In the thirty-seventh year of the exile of King Jehoiachin of Judah, on the twenty-seventh day of the
twelfth month, King Evil-merodach of Babylon, in the year he became king, took note of King
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Jehoiachin of Judah and released him from prison.

Yirmiyahu 25
(1) The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of

Judah, in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of
Judah, that was the first year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon,
(2) which Jeremiah the prophet spoke to all the people of Judah, and
to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying...

(8) Therefore thus says Hashem of Hosts, 'Because you have not
heard My words, (9) behold, I will send and take all the families of
the north,' says Hashem, 'and I will send to Nebuchadnezzar the
king of Babylon, My servant, and will bring them against this land,
and against the inhabitants of it, and against all these nations round
about; and I will utterly destroy them, and make them an
astonishment, and a hissing, and perpetual desolations. (10)
Moreover I will take from them the voice of mirth and the voice of
gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the
sound of the millstones, and the light of the lamp. (11) This whole
land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; and these nations
shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. (12) It shall happen,
when seventy years are accomplished, that I will punish the king of
Babylon, and that nation,' says Hashem, 'for their iniquity, and the
land of the Chaldeans; and I will make it desolate forever.

Yirmiyahu 29
(10) For thus says Hashem, 'After seventy years are accomplished

for Babylon, I will visit you, and perform My good word toward
you, in causing you to return to this place. (11) For I know the
thoughts that I think toward you,' says Hashem, 'thoughts of peace,
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Daniel: The Legacy of our Babylonian Experience, Rabbi Moshe Shulman

and not of evil, to give you hope in your latter end. (12) You shall
call on Me, and you shall go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you.
(13) You shall seek Me, and find Me, when you shall search for Me
with all your heart. (14) I will be found by you,' says Hashem, 'and
I will turn again your captivity, and I will gather you from all the
nations, and from all the places where I have driven you,' says
Hashem; 'and I will bring you again to the place from where I
caused you to be carried away captive."

Megillah 12a
Rava said: Daniel also erred in this calculation, as it is written: “In

the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, meditated in the books ...
(Daniel 9:2). From the fact that he said “I meditated,” it can be
inferred that he erred.

Ibn Ezra Daniel 9:23

a. "In the first year." All the leading rabbis agreed unanimously with
the view of the early sages, who said that Daniel was mistaken
in his calculations. For Jerusalem was destroyed only when
Zedekiah was conquered, which was in the 19th year of King

Nebuchadnezzar Jeremiah said: "When the seventy years are
over, I will take note of you" (Jeremiah 29:10). Thus, when
Belshazzar was killed and Cyrus became king, God ordered
Israel to go up from Babylon to Jerusalem--this was the
remembrance. But there still remained 19 more years that
Jerusalem was to remain desolate. If we count the reign of Cyrus
the Persian, to which we add the reign of Darius I, the Mede,
and the reign of Ahasuerus, and two years in the reign of Darius
the Persian son of Esther, then seventy years will have passed
since the destruction of Jerusalem.

b. It has been said that Daniel began to count (the years of the
desolation of Jerusalem) from the time that Nebuchadnezzar
brought Jehoiakim to Babylon. But he (Jehoiakim) continued to
reign for eight more years, followed by Zedekiah's eleven years,
and only then came the 70 years of the desolation of Jerusalem.

c. Yehuda ha-Levi said: One must question how Daniel, who was a
prophet and a sage, could have miscalculated 19 years out of 70
years. He proposed that the seventy year total was for the
kingdom of Babylon, representing the period that Jerusalem lay
in ruins, and then came God's remembrance — and not as
calculated by the Geonim. As evidence, he cites Divrei ha-
Yamim: “And they shall be servants to him and to his
descendants until the reign of the kingdom of Persia” — and
Cyrus the Persian was the first of their kings. And it is written
there further, “To fulfill the word of God as spoken by
Yirmiyahu, until the land had made good its Shabbatot, for so
long as it lay desolte it rested, to fulfill seventy years."

II Chronicles 36

(18) And all the vessels of the house of God, great and small, and
the treasures of the house of Hashem, and the treasures of the king,
and of his princes; all these he brought to Babylon. (19) And they
burnt the house of God, and broke down the wall of Jerusalem, and
burnt all its palaces with fire, and destroyed all its goodly vessels.
(20) And those that had escaped from the sword he carried away to
Babylon; and they were servants to him and his sons until the reign
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of the kingdom of Persia; (21) to fulfill the word of Hashem by the
mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had been paid for her Sabbaths;
for all the days she lay desolate she kept Sabbath, until seventy
years were complete.

(22) Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of
Hashem by the mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, Hashem
stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a
proclamation throughout his entire kingdom, and put it also in
writing, saying,

(23) "Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, 'All the kingdoms of the earth
has Hashem, the God of heaven, given me; and He has charged me
to build Him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whosoever
there is among you of all His people — Hashem his God be with
him — let him go up."

Zacharya 1
(7) On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month, which is the

month Shebat, in the second year of Darius, the word of Hashem
came to Zekharyah the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo, the
prophet, saying,

(12) Then the angel of Hashem replied, "O Hashem of Hosts, how
long will You not have mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of
Judah, against which You have had indignation these seventy
years?" (13) Hashem answered the angel who talked with me with
kind and comforting words. (14) So the angel who talked with me
said to me, "Proclaim, saying, 'Thus says Hashem of Hosts: "I am
jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with a great jealousy. (15) I am
very angry with the nations that are at ease; for I was but a little
displeased, but they added to the calamity." (16) Therefore thus says
Hashem, "I have returned to Jerusalem with mercy. My house shall
be built in it," says Hashem of Hosts, "and a line shall be stretched
forth over Jerusalem." (17) "Proclaim further, saying, 'Thus says
Hashem of Hosts, "My cities will again overflow with prosperity,
and Hashem will again comfort Zion, and will again choose
Jerusalem."'
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