Ezekiel 20

1. In the seventh year, on the
tenth day of the fifth month,
certain elders of Israel came to
inquire of the LORD, and sat
down before me.

33. And what you have in mind
shall never come to pass—when
you say, “We will be like the
nations, like the families of the
lands, worshiping wood and
stone.” 33As | live—declares
the Lord GOD—I will reign
over you with a strong hand, and
with an outstretched arm, and
with overflowing fury.

Sifrei Bamidbar

"There came to me (Ezekiel)
men of the elders of Israel to
make inquiry of the L-rd, and
they sat before me." They said to
him: A servant whose Master
has sold him, does he not leave
His domain? Ezekiel: Yes.
They: Since the L-rd has sold us
to the nations, we have left His
domain. Ezekiel: A servant
whose Master has sold him in
order to return, does he leave His
domain? (lbid. 32-33) "And
what enters your minds, it shall
not be, your saying: We will be
like the nations, like the families
of the lands, to serve wood and
stone. As | live, says the L-rd G-
d. I swear to you that | will rule
over you with a strong hand and
with an outstretched arm and
with outpoured wrath!"

Daniel: The Legacy of our Babylonian Experience, Rabbi Moshe Shulman
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111.4 — When Survival is at Stake!
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This was also taught by Theodosius of Rome: What did Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah see that led them to deliver themselves to the fiery
furnace for sanctification of the name of God? They drew an a fortiori
inference from the plague of frogs in Egypt. ...
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Sanhedrin 110b

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korha says:
This verse was stated with regard
to future generations: “Gather
My pious together to Me”; these
are the righteous that are in each
and every generation. “Those
that have entered into My
covenant by offering”; these are
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Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah,
who submitted themselves to the
fiery furnace. “By offering”; this
is a reference to Rabbi Akiva and
his  colleagues, who gave
themselves up to slaughter over
the study of Torah.
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=3 Joseph Haviva (ibn Haviva) was apparently born in Saragossa, Spain, c. 1340, and was a scion of great Spanish rabbinical families, studying under R. Nissim (R"an)
and after his death, under R. Hisdai Crescas. He lived in Barcelona and died c. 1420. He is famous for his work Nimukei Yosef, on the Alfasi Code, and has been
published on the pages of the standard Alfsi code on seven tractates in lieu of R. Nissim's commentary.

2 R, Menachem ben Shlomo Meiri

—1249-1315, one the leading rabbis in southern France. He authored many works, the most well - known being the Bet HaBechirah,

a broad commentary on the Mishnah and Tajlmud. The Bet HaBechirah was written in 'strict Hebrew' (as opposed to the Rabbinical Hebrew), and contains an anthology
of commentators and poskim who preceded him, as well as his own comments and halachic decisions.



Daniel: The Legacy of our Babylonian Experience, Rabbi Moshe Shulman

Midrash Rabbah Shir Hashirim 7:8

They went to Daniel and said to him: ‘Daniel our master,
Nebuchadnezzar set up an idol and designated three people from each
and every nation and designated us from amongst Israel. What do you
say, shall we prostrate ourselves to it or not?’ He said to them: ‘Behold,
the prophet is before you, go to him.” They immediately went to Ezekiel.
They said to him as they said to Daniel: ‘Shall we prostrate ourselves to
it or not?’ He said to them: ‘I have already received a tradition from my
teacher Isaiah: “Hide for a brief moment until the fury has passed”
(Isaiah 26:20).

They said to him: ‘Do you want them to say that all the nations prostrate
themselves to this idol?” He said to them: ‘What do you say?’ They said
to him: ‘We want to diminish it, in that we will be there and will not
prostrate ourselves to it, so that they will say: All the nations prostrate
themselves to this idol other than Israel.” He said to them: ‘If that is your
wish, wait for me until I consult the Omnipotent.” That is what is written:
“Men of the elders of Israel came to seek the Lord and they sat before
me” (Ezekiel 20:1). Who were they? They were Hananya, Mishael, and
Azarya. He said before the Holy One blessed be He: ‘Master of the
universe, Hananya, Mishael, and Azarya request to give their lives for
the sanctity of Your name. Will You stand by them or not?’ He said: ‘I
will not stand by them.” That is what is written: “Son of man, speak to
the elders of Israel, and say to them...Do you come to seek Me? (Ezekiel
20:3). After you caused Me to destroy My house, to burn My Sanctuary,
and to exile My children among the nations; after that you come to seek
Me? “As I live, I will not acquiesce to you” (Ezekiel 20:3).

At that moment, Ezekiel wept, lamented, and wailed to himself: ‘Woe to
the enemies of Israel, the remnant of Judah is lost. Only these remain
from Judah, as it is stated: “Among them from the children of Judah were
Daniel, Hananya, Mishael, and Azarya” (Daniel 1:6), and this is the
answer that they receive?” He was weeping and walking. When he
arrived, they said to him: ‘What did the Holy One blessed be He say to
you?’ He said to them: ‘I will not stand by you.” They said to him:
‘Whether He stands or whether He does not stand, we are giving our lives
to sanctify His name.’
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! Midrash Ha - Gadol is a compilation of hundreds of Midrashim from Chazal and commentaries from later authors, including citations from the Rambam's Mishne
Torah, arranged according to the parshiyot of the Torah. It was compiled by Rav David ben R' Amram Adani, a leading rabbi of 14™ century Yemenite Jewry. (Some
Yemenite traditions ascribe the Midrash HaGadol to Rav Avraham the son of the Rambam.) It also includes many introductions from Midrashim of halachah and Aggadah,
as well as ancient translations, many of which are based on original sources that have been mostly lost to us, and remain only in sections discovered in genizah, such as

the Mechilta of R' Shimon bar Yochai.



