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Rambam Laws of Foundations, 10:4

[The above principles do not apply to] prophecies of retribution which
a prophet will utter - e.g., "So and so will die," "This or that year will
be a year of famine or a year of war," and the like. If his words do not
come true, this does not nullify the validity of his prophecy, nor do we
say [in condemnation of him]: "Behold, he spoke and his words were
not fulfilled." [This is because] the Holy One, Blessed be He, is slow
to anger, abundant in kindness, and forgiving of evil. Thus, it is possible
that they will repent and [their sin] will be forgiven, as in the case of the
people of Nineveh, or that [retribution] will be held in abeyance, as in
the case of Hezekiah. [This does not apply regarding prophecies for the
good.] If [a prophet] promised that good would come and such and such
will occur, and the good about which he prophesied did not materialize,
he is surely a false prophet. Any good which God decrees - even if [the
decree] is provisional - will never be nullified. ...

We can conclude from this that a prophet should be tested on the basis
of his positive prophecies. This was what Jeremiah meant by his reply
to Chananiah ben Azur, when he was prophesying doom and Chananiah
was promising a [glorious future]. He told Chananiah: "If my words are
not fulfilled, this will not lead to the conclusion that | am a false prophet.
If your promises are not fulfilled, however, it will be proven that you
are a false prophet," as implied by [Jeremiah 28:7,9]: "Hear, now, this
word... As for the prophet who prophesies for peace, when the word of
the prophet shall come to pass, it will be known that God has truly sent
this prophet."

Yirmiyahu 18
7 At one moment | may decree that a nation or a kingdom shall be

uprooted and pulled down and destroyed; 8. but if that nation
against which | made the decree turns back from its wickedness, |
change My mind concerning the punishment I planned to bring on
it. 9 At another moment | may decree that a nation or a kingdom
shall be built and planted; 10 but if it does what is displeasing to Me
and does not obey Me, then I change My mind concerning the good
I planned to bestow upon it.

Chagai 2
2 Speak to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, the governor of Judah, and

to the high priest Joshua son of Jehozadak, and to the rest of the
people: 3 Who is there left among you who saw this House in its
former splendor? How does it look to you now? It must seem like
nothing to you. 4 But be strong, O Zerubbabel—says the LORD—
be strong, O high priest Joshua son of Jehozadak; be strong, all you
people of the land—says the LORD—and act! For | am with you—
says the LORD of Hosts. 5 So | promised you when you came out
of Egypt, and My spirit is still in your midst. Fear not!

6 For thus said the LORD of Hosts: In just a little while longer |
will shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land; 7 |
will shake all the nations. And the precious things of all the nations
shall come [here], and | will fill this House with glory, said the
LORD of Hosts. 8 Silver is Mine and gold is Mine—says the LORD
of Hosts. 9 The glory of this latter House shall be greater than that
of the former one, said the LORD of Hosts; and in this place I will
grant prosperity—declares the LORD of Hosts.

20 And the word of the LORD came to Haggai a second time on the
twenty-fourth day of the month: 21 Speak to Zerubbabel the
governor of Judah: | am going to shake the heavens and the earth.
22 And | will overturn the thrones of kingdoms and destroy the
might of the kingdoms of the nations. | will overturn chariots and
their drivers. Horses and their riders shall fall, each by the sword of
his fellow. 23 On that day—declares the LORD of Hosts—I will
take you, O My servant Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel—declares the
LORD—and make you as a signet; for | have chosen you—declares
the LORD of Hosts.
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(19) And he said, "Behold, I will make you know what shall be at the

end of the indignation; for it belongs to the appointed time. (20) The

ram which you saw having the two horns, they are the kings of Media

and Persia. (21) And the rough he-goat is the king of Greece; and the
great horn that is between his eyes is the first king.
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(19) And he said, "O man greatly beloved, do not fear! Peace be to you,
be strong, yea, be strong." And when he had spoken to me, | was
strengthened and said, "Let my lord speak; for you have strengthened
me." (20) Then he said, "Do you know why | come to you? And now |
will return to fight with the prince of Persia; and when | go forth,
behold, the prince of Greece shall come.
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(1) And I, in the first year of Darius the Mede, | stood up to be a

supporter and a stronghold to him. (2) And now | will declare to you the

truth. Behold, there shall stand up yet three kings in Persia; and the

fourth shall be far richer than all of them; and when he has grown strong
through his riches, he shall stir up all against the realm of Greece.
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In just a short while - When this kingdom of Persia, which rules over
you, terminates, yet another one will rise up to rule over you, to oppress
you; this is the kingdom of Greece, and the time of its rule will be a
little while.
and | will shake up - with the miracles performed for the Hasmoneans.
the heaven, etc. And they will understand that My Shechinah rests in
this House, and they will bring gifts of silver and gold, as is written in
the book of Joseph ben Gurion.
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As | live, says Hashem, though Coniah the son of Jehoiakim king of
Judah the signet on My right hand, yet would I pluck you there.
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Many prophets arose for the Jewish people, numbering double the

number of Israelites who left Egypt. However, only a portion of the

prophecies were recorded, because only prophecy that was needed for

future generations was written down, but that which was not needed for
later generations was not written.
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(1) In the twenty fifth year of our captivity, in the beginning of the year,
on the tenth day of the month, in the fourteenth year after that the city
was struck, on the same day, the hand of Hashem was on me, and He
brought me there. (2) In the visions of God, He brought me into the
land of Israel, and set me down on a very high mountain, whereon was
as it were the frame of a city on the south. (3) He brought me there;
and, behold, there was a man, whose appearance was like the
appearance of brass, with a line of flax in his hand, and a measuring
reed; and he stood in the gate. (4) The man said to me, "Son of man,
see with your eyes, and hear with your ears, and set your heart on all
that | shall show you; for, to the intent that | may show them to you, are
you brought here. Declare all that you see to the house of Israel."
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But in Jerusalem they spent 410 years at the first Temple and 420 at the

last Temple, to confirm what has been said, the glory of this last
Temple will be greater than that of the first.



