Daniel: The Legacy of our Babylonian Experience, Rabbi Moshe Shulman

theological problems; all this he
does while awake, and in the full
possession of his senses. Such a
person is said to speak by the
holy spirit. David composed the
Psalms, and Solomon the Book
of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and
the Song of Solomon by this
spirit; also  Daniel, Job,
Chronicles, and the rest of the
Hagiographa were written in this
holy spirit; therefore they are
called ketubim (Writings, or
Written), i.e., written by men
inspired by the holy spirit....
We must especially point out
that David, Solomon, and Daniel
belonged to this class, and not to
the class of lIsaiah, Jeremiah,
Nathan the prophet, Elijah the
Shilonite, and those like them.
For David, Solomon, and Daniel
spoke and wrote inspired by the
holy spirit
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1, Daniel, alone saw the vision; the men who were with me did not see
the vision, yet they were seized with a great terror and fled into hiding.

Meqilah 3a
The verse states: “And I, Daniel,

alone saw the vision, for the men
who were with me did not see the
vision; but a great trembling fell
upon them, so that they fled to
hide themselves” (Daniel 10:7).
Who were these men? Rabbi
Yirmeya said, and some say that
it was Rabbi Hiyya bar Abba
who said: These are Haggai,
Zechariah, and Malachi.

The Gemara comments: In
certain ways they were greater
than him and in certain ways he
was greater than them. They
were greater than him, as they
were prophets and he was not a
prophet. He was greater than
them, as he saw this vision, and
they did not see this vision...
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1.3 — Of Kings & Dreams

Rashi Daniel 2:1

and his spirit was troubled - Heb.
M oyanm. Concerning Pharaoh
it says (Gen. 41:8): imn oyam,
for only the interpretation of the
dream was hidden from him, but
here, since the dream too was
hidden from him, the expression
is doubled: oyanm, an expression
of pulsating and beating.
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Rambam Foundations 7:2
There are a number of levels
among the prophets. Just as with
regard to wisdom, one sage is
greater than his colleague, so,
too, with regard to prophecy, one
prophet is greater than another.
They all, [however, share certain
commonalities]. They receive
prophetic visions only in a
visionary dream or during the
day after slumber has overtaken
them, as [Numbers 12:6] states:
"I make Myself known to him in
a vision. | speak to him in a
dream.” When any of them
prophesy, their limbs tremble,
their physical powers become
weak, they lose control of their
senses, and thus, their minds are
free to comprehend what they
see, as [Genesis 15:12] states
concerning Abraham: "and a
great, dark dread fell over him."
Similarly, Daniel [10:8] states:
"My appearance was horribly
changed and | retained no
strength."

Guide to the Perplexed 11:45

The second degree is this: A
person feels as if something
came upon him, and as if he had
received a new power that
encourages him to speak. He
treats of science, or composes
hymns, exhorts his fellow-men,
discusses political and
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I have heard what the prophets say, who prophesy falsely in My name:
“I had a dream, I had a dream.” How long will there be in the minds of
the prophets who prophesy falsehood—the prophets of their own
deceitful minds— the plan to make My people forget My name, by
means of the dreams which they tell each other, just as their fathers
forgot My name because of Baal? Let the prophet who has a dream tell
the dream; and let him who has received My word report My word
faithfully! How can straw be compared to grain?—says the LORD.
Behold, My word is like fire—declares the LORD—and like a hammer
that shatters rock!

Brachot 55b

Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahmani said
that Rabbi Yonatan said: A
person is shown in his dream
only the thoughts of his heart
when he was awake, as it
says: “ds for you, O king, your
thoughts came upon your bed,
what should come to pass
hereafter” (Daniel 2:29).

Brachot 57b
dream s
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Rambam Guide 3:24

The second purpose is to show
how the prophets believed in the
truth of that which came to them
from God by way of inspiration.
We shall not think that what the
prophets heard or saw in
allegorical figures may at times
have included incorrect or
doubtful elements, since the
Divine communication  was
made to them, as we have
shown, in a dream or a vision
and through the imaginative
faculty. Scripture thus tells us
that whatever the Prophet
perceives in a prophetic vision,
he considers as true and correct
and not open to any doubt; it is
in his eyes like all other things
perceived by the senses or by the
intellect. This is proved by the
consent of Abraham to slay “his

only son whom he loved,” as he
was commanded, although the
commandment was received in a
dream or a vision. If the Prophets
had any doubt or suspicion as
regards the truth of what they
saw in a prophetic dream or
perceived in a prophetic vision,
they would not have consented
to do what is unnatural, and
Abraham would not have found
in his soul strength enough to
perform that act, if he had any
doubt [as regards the truth of the
commandment].
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