Daniel: The Legacy of our Babylonian Experience, Rabbi Moshe Shulman
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1.2 Daniel Chapter 1 - The First Challenges...
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Breishit 39:6 - So he left all
that he had in Joseph's hand,
and he knew nothing about
what was with him except the
bread that he ate; and Joseph
had handsome features and a
beautiful complexion.

Ibid 9 - In this house, there is
no one greater than I, and he
has not withheld anything
from me except you, insofar
as you are his wife. Now how
can | commit this great evil,
and sin against God?"
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Except the bread: That is his wife, but [Scripture] speaks
euphemistically. [From Gen. Rabbah 86:6]
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Belteshazzar: He named him after the god of Babylon, which was
called Bel, as it is said (4:5): “whose name is Belteshazzar, like the
name of my god.”
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Just as Pharoah renamed Yosef Tzafnat Paneach...
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Mekhilta 12:5

R. Eliezer Hakappar Berebbi
says: Did Israel not have four
mitzvoth surpassing the worth
of all the world? — not being
suspect of illicit relations or of
slander, not changing their
names and not changing their
language?
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That is the name of the king’s fare (food) in the language of the

Chaldeans.
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Daniel: The Legacy of our Babylonian Experience, Rabbi Moshe Shulman

Avodah Zarah 35b-36a

MISHNAH. The following articles of gentiles are prohibited,...
bread and oil...

GEMARA: And their oil: As regards oil Rab said: Daniel decreed
against its use; but Samuel said: the residue from their prohibited
vessels [which they pour into the oil-container] renders it prohibited.
Rab said: ...It is written, But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would
not defile himself with the king's food nor with the wine which he drank
— the verse speaks of two drinkings, viz. the drinking of wine and the
drinking of oil!

Rab was of the opinion that Daniel purposed in his own heart [not to
drink the oil] and decided similarly for all Israel; whereas Samuel was
of the opinion that he purposed in his own heart [not to drink the oil]
but did not decide similarly for all Israel.

But did Daniel decree against 0il? ... Rather Daniel decreed against the
use of the oil in a city, and [the disciples] came and decreed against its

their
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