
How did Colonial Jews Do 
Shabbat?















“I have heard it said that they were surrounded with 
all sorts of affluence and wealth, and when they 
came to the synagogue—these are the personal 
touches that I am giving you—when they came to 
the synagogue on the Sabbath or on a Holy Day, 
they had their slaves walking behind them through 
the streets carrying their prayer books and talethim 
[prayer shawls]. They would walk into the 
synagogue auditorium with this retinue behind 
them, and the slaves would deposit their books and 
telethim on the seats and bow themselves out. 
That was a regular ceremony every Saturday 
morning.”

-- “Unwritten History: Reminiscences of N. Taylor 
Phillips,” American Jewish Archives Journal 6 (June 
1954): 82.











“Any Member or Subscriber, 
absenting himself from our 
meeting, at our Sabbath, or 
Holydays, and shall attend any 
other Society or congregation, or 
keep a meeting at his house, if 
proved shall be expelled from our 
Society and nevermore become a 
member, likewise shall no member 
of subscriber leave the synagogue 
until the prayers are over or he or 
they shall pay a fine of twenty-five 
cents. But in case a person has to 
go out, and requests the President 
for leave and it is granted, such a 
person shall not pay a fine.”

-- Article 14 of the Rodeph Shalom 
Bylaws (ca. 1802?)
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