He Sent Judah Ahead of Him...to Point the
Way to Goshen

Tamar Weissman
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Genesis 45:9-11

(9) “Now, hurry back to my father and say to him: Thus says your son Joseph,
‘God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me without delay. (10) You
will dwell in the region of Goshen, where you will be near me—you and your
children and your grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and all that is yours.
(11) There I will provide for you—for there are yet five years of famine to
come—that you and your household and all that is yours may not suffer
want.’
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Genesis 45:16-20

(16) The news reached Pharaoh’s palace: “Joseph’s brothers have come.”
Pharaoh and his courtiers were pleased. (17) And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Say
to your brothers, ‘Do as follows: load up your beasts and go at once to the land
of Canaan. (18) Take your father and your households and come to me; I will
give you the best of the land of Egypt and you shall live off the fat of the land.’
(19) And you are bidden [to add], ‘Do as follows: take from the land of Egypt
wagons for your children and your wives, and bring your father here. (20) And
never mind your belongings, for the best of all the land of Egypt shall be

»

yours.
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Genesis 46:28

(28) He had sent Judah ahead of him to Joseph, to point the way before him to
Goshen. So when they came to the region of Goshen,
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Genesis 46:31-34
(31) Then Joseph said to his brothers and to his father’s household, “I will go
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up and tell the news to Pharaoh, and say to him, ‘My brothers and my father’s
household, who were in the land of Canaan, have come to me. (32) They
happen to be shepherds; they have always been breeders of livestock, and they
have brought with them their flocks and herds and all that is theirs.” (33) So
when Pharaoh summons you and asks, “‘What is your occupation?’ (34) you
shall answer, ‘Your servants have been breeders of livestock from the start
until now, both we and our fathers’—so that you may stay in the region of
Goshen. For all shepherds are abhorrent to Egyptians.”
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Exodus 8:18

(18) But on that day I will set apart the region of Goshen, where My people
dwell, so that no swarms of insects shall be there, that you may know that I
M am in the midst of the land.
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Exodus 9:26

(26) Only in the region of Goshen, where the Israelites were, there was no hail.
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Joshua 10:41

(41) Joshua conquered them from Kadesh-barnea to Gaza, all the land of
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Goshen, and up to Gibeon.
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Joshua 11:16
(16) Joshua conquered the whole of this region: the hill country [of Judah], the
Negeb, the whole land of Goshen, the Shephelah, the Arabah, and the hill

country and coastal plain of Israel—
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Joshua 15:49-51
(49) Dannah, Kiriath-sannah—that is, Debir— (50) Anab, Eshtemoh, Anim,
(51) Goshen, Holon, and Giloh: 11 towns, with their villages.
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11210 NAW

Radak on Joshua 11:16:1
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Kuzari 2:14

14. The Rabbi: Whosoever prophesied did so either in the [Holy| Land, or
concerning it
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Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer 26:7

Rabbi Joshua ben Korchah said: Because of his love for her, (Pharaoh) wrote in
her marriage document (giving her) all his wealth, whether in silver, or in
gold, or in man-servants, or land, and he wrote (giving) her the land of Goshen
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for a possession. Therefore the children of Israel dwelt in the land of Goshen,
in the land of their mother Sarah.
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Bereshit Rabbah 95:3

(3) Another matter, “he sent Judah before him.” Rabbi Hanina son of Rabbi
Aha, and Rabbi Hanina, one said: To arrange a residence for him. And one said:
To arrange an academy in which he would teach Torah matters and in which
the tribes would study.
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Midrash Tanchuma, Vayigash 6

(1) And he sent Judah before him (Gen. 46:28). May our master teach us:

When is the blessing over the light offered at the expiration of the Sabbath?
Thus do our masters teach us: The blessing over the light (i.e., the Havdalah
ceremony) is not pronounced until one benefits from the light (for reading).
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Sotah 37a:3

Rabbi Yehuda said to Rabbi Meir: That is not how the incident took place.
Rather, this tribe said: I am not going into the sea first, and that tribe said:
I am not going into the sea first. Then, in jumped the prince of Judah,
Nahshon ben Amminadab, and descended into the sea first, accompanied
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by his entire tribe, as it is stated: “Ephraim surrounds Me with lies and the
house of Israel with deceit, and Judah is yet wayward toward God [rad im
EI})” (Hosea 12:1), which is interpreted homiletically as: And Judah descended
[rad] with God [im El].
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Numbers 2:3

(3) Camped on the front, or east side: the standard of the division of Judah,
troop by troop. Chieftain of the Judites: Nahshon son of Amminadab.
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Chizkuni, Numbers 2:3:2

773 1307 937, “the flag of the camp of Yehudah;” he is mentioned first as he
was the most honoured by all the other tribes for his leadership qualities. He
was therefore accorded to honour of encamping near the gate of “The King.”
We find something similar concerning Moses and Aaron in 3,38.

’A-NRIUN DYODWW

"0 PR I PRI 232 9KRW YWine nip nN v (R)
AT I NN (2) 12 anny ‘I'?]'Iﬂl vkl ‘m 129" -I‘W’
T2 PINTIN RN IR 7Y


http://docs.google.com/Hosea.12.1
http://docs.google.com/topics/judah
https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.2.3
https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.2.3
https://www.sefaria.org/Chizkuni,_Numbers.2.3.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Chizkuni,_Numbers.2.3.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.1.1-2

Judges 1:1-2

(1) After the death of Joshua, the Israelites inquired of GOD, “Which of us shall
be the first to go up against the Canaanites and attack them?” (2) GOD replied,
“Let [the tribe of] Judah go up. I now deliver the land into their hands.”
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Genesis 29:35

(35) She conceived again and bore a son, and declared, “This time I will praise
Mi.” Therefore she named him Judah. Then she stopped bearing.
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Bereshit Rabbah 71:5

Leah adopted the wisdom of thanks [hodaya], and masters of thanks [hodayal]
were produced from her. Judah — “Judah recognized them, and said: She is
more righteous than I” (Genesis 38:26); David said: “Give thanks [hodu] to the
Lord, for He is good,” (Psalms 136:1); Daniel said: “I thank and praise [mehoda]
You, God of my fathers” (Daniel 2:23).
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Genesis 37:26-27

(26) Then Judah said to his brothers, “What do we gain by killing our brother
and covering up his blood? (27) Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, but let
us not do away with him ourselves. After all, he is our brother, our own flesh.”
His brothers agreed.
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Genesis 37:35-38:1

(35) All his sons and daughters sought to comfort him; but he refused to be
comforted, saying, “No, I will go down mourning to my son in Sheol.” Thus his
father bewailed him. (36) The Midianites, meanwhile, sold him in Egypt to
Potiphar, a courtier of Pharaoh and his prefect. (1) About that time Judah left
his brothers and camped near a certain Adullamite whose name was Hirah.
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Rashi on Genesis 38:1

(1) X377 nYa 7 AND IT CAME TO PASS AT THAT TIME — Why is this section
placed here thus interrupting the section dealing with the history of Joseph?
To teach that his brothers degraded him from his high position. When they
saw their father’s grief they said, “You told us to sell him: if you had told us to
send him back to his father we would also have obeyed you” (Genesis Rabbah
85:2). (2) v AND HE TURNED away from his brothers. (3) 1?79 °X 79 UNTO
A CERTAIN ADULLAMITE — he entered into a business-partnership with him.
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Bereshit Rabbah 85:2

“Judah descended” —itis a descent for him that he married a gentile woman.
Itis a descent for him that he buried his wife and his sons.
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Genesis 38:26

(26) Judah recognized them, and said, “She is more in the right than I,
inasmuch as I did not give her to my son Shelah.” And he was not intimate
with her again.
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Genesis 43:8-10

(8) Then Judah said to his father Israel, “Send the boy in my care, and let us be
on our way, that we may live and not die—you and we and our children. (9) I
myself will be surety for him; you may hold me responsible: if I do not bring
him back to you and set him before you, I shall stand guilty before you forever.
(10) For we could have been there and back twice if we had not dawdled.”
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Genesis 44:18-33

(18) Then Judah went up to him and said, “Please, my lord, let your servant
appeal to my lord, and do not be impatient with your servant, you who are the
equal of Pharaoh... (27) Your servant my father said to us, ‘As you know, my
wife bore me two sons. (28) But one is gone from me, and I said: Alas, he was
torn by a beast! And I have not seen him since. (29) If you take this one from
me, too, and he meets with disaster, you will send my white head down to
Sheol in sorrow.’...

(32) Now your servant has pledged himself for the boy to my father, saying, ‘If
I do not bring him back to you, I shall stand guilty before my father forever.’
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(33) Therefore, please let your servant remain as a slave to my lord instead of
the boy, and let the boy go back with his brothers.
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Ramban on Genesis 44:27

(1) YE KNOW THAT MY WIFE BORE ME TWO SONS. If we say [that Jacob’s
intention was to point out| that Benjamin is the only one left to his mother,
why is this a reason [for his saying that if some harm will befall him] it will
bring down his gray hairs with sorrow to the grave? After all, he has many sons
and grandchildren, and Benjamin’s mother has already died, and she would
no longer weep over him in Jacob’s presence. The meaning of the verse,
however, is that Jacob took only Rachel as a wife on his own initiative. This is
the sense of the words, my wife bore me: “for from a woman that was my wife of
my own will there have been only two sons born to me, and I have bestowed
my love upon them as if they were my only ones, the rest being to me as if they
were children of concubines. And with his brother Joseph dead, this one alone
is my only son whom I have loved.” It is for this reason that Scripture mentions
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Rachel before Leah: Like Rachel and like Leah, which two did build the house of
Israel; And he called Rachel and Leah to the field. Rachel took precedence in his
mind. The commentators have said that the reason why Scripture in this Seder
says, The sons of Rachel Jacob’s wife, is that she is called his wife in truth,
without any deception. In my opinion, however, this is because Rachel is
mentioned there among the handmaids, as I have already so mentioned.
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Bereshit Rabbah 99:8

(8) “Judah, you shall your brothers acknowledge; your hand will be at the
nape of your enemies; your father’s sons will prostrate themselves to
you” (Genesis 49:8). Simeon and Levi, too, emerged with their faces
crestfallen, and Judah feared that [Jacob] would mention the incident of
Tamar to him. He began calling him: “Judah, you shall your brothers
acknowledge [yodukha].” The Holy One blessed be He said to him: ‘You
confessed [hodeita] in the incident of Tamar; your brothers will acknowledge
you to be king over them.’
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II Samuel 12:13

(13) David said to Nathan, “I stand guilty before the LORD!” And Nathan
replied to David, “The LORD has remitted your sin; you shall not die.
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Rosh Hashanah 31b:1-2

and from Yavne to Usha; and from Usha it returned to Yavne; and from
Yavne it went back to Usha; and from Usha to Shefaram; and from
Shefaram to Beit She’arim; and from Beit She’arim to Tzippori; and from
Tzippori to Tiberias. And Tiberias is lower than all of them, asitisin the
Jordan Valley. A verse alludes to these movements, as it is stated: “And
brought down, you shall speak out of the ground” (Isaiah 29:4). Rabbi
Yohanan said: And from there, i.e., from their lowest place of descent, they
are destined to be redeemed in the future, as it is stated: “Shake yourself
from the dust, arise, sit, Jerusalem” (Isaiah 52:2).

Tamar Weissman
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