Whole Hallel and “Half” Hallel

Why do we say Half-Hallel for most of Pesach?

Mishna Pesachim ch.5

Mishna 5: The Pesach sacrifice was slaughtered in three groups, as it is stated
(Exodus 12:6), "The whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall slaughter
it," [i.e. three groups according to the three different terms used to refer to the
Jews:] assembly, congregation, and Israel. The first group entered, [until] the
[Temple] courtyard was filled, [and then] the gates of the courtyard were closed.
[And then] Tekiah [a long uninterrupted call], Teruah [a long staccato call] and
Tekiah were sounded. The Kohanim [members of the priestly caste, a subgroup of
tribe of Levi, which is uniquely responsible for maintaining and carrying out the
sacrificial services in the Temple] would stand in double rows and in their hands
were beakers of silver and beakers of gold, [namely] one row which was
completely silver, and one row which was completely gold; they would not mix
[them]. And there were no [flat] bottoms to the beakers, lest they would put
them down, and the blood coagulate.

Mishnah 7: When the first group went out, the second group entered; when the
second went out, the third entered. Like [the proceedings] of the first [group], so
[too] were [the proceedings] of the second and third [groups. Each group] would
[also] read the Hallel [Psalms of thanksgiving recited joyously and communally
on many festivals]: if they finished [it], they would repeat [it], and if they
repeated [it to its end], they would read it a third time; even though, during all
their days, they never read it a third time
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Mishna Pesachim ch.10

#6-7 How far does one recite it? Bet Shammai say: Until “As a joyous
mother of children” (Psalms 113:9). But Bet Hillel say: Until “The
flinty rock into a fountain of waters” (Psalms 114:8)....

They poured him a third cup, blesses over his meal. A fourth [cup],
he concludes the Hallel, and recites over it the blessing of song.
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Pesachim 117

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: The book of Psalms is said by means of ten
expressions of praise: By nitzuah, niggun, maskil, mizmor, shir, ashrei, tehilla,
tefilla, hoda’a, and halleluya. The greatest of them all is halleluya, as it
includes God’s name and praise at one time.

Rav Yehuda said that Shmuel said: The song in the Torah, i.e., the Song at the
Sea (Exodus 15:1-19), Moses and the Jewish people recited it when they
ascended from the sea. The Gemara asks: And who said this hallel mentioned
in the mishna, Psalms 113-118? The Gemara answers: The Prophets among

them established this hallel for the Jewish people, that they should recite it on
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every appropriate occasion; and for every trouble, may it not come upon
them, they recite the supplications included in hallel. When they are
redeemed, they recite it over their redemption, as hallel includes expressions
of gratitude for the redemption

Rabbi Meir would say: All the praises stated in the book of Psalms were
recited by David, as it is stated: “The prayers of David, son of Yishai, are ended
[kalu]” (Psalms 72:20). Do not read kalu; rather, read kol elu, all of these,
which indicates that the entire book of Psalms consists of the prayers of King
David.

The Gemara clarifies: According to those who dispute Rabbi Meir’s claim that
the entire book of Psalms was composed by King David, who recited this
hallel? Rabbi Yosei says: My son Elazar says that Moses and the Jewish people
recited it when they ascended from the sea. And his colleagues dispute him,
saying that it was recited by King David. And the statement of my son, Elazar,
appears more accurate than their statement. The reason is as follows: Is it
possible that the Jewish people slaughtered their Paschal lambs and took and
waved their lulavim all those generations without reciting a song?
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REASON 1 - Arachin 10a

What is different about the festival of Sukkot, that we say hallel every day, and what is
different about Passover, that we do not say hallel every day, but only on the first day?
The days of the festival of Sukkot are distinct from one another with regard to their
additional offerings, as the number of bulls offered changes each day of Sukkot (see
Numbers 29:12—-38). By contrast, the days of Passover are not distinct from one another

with regard to their additional offerings (see Numbers 28:24)
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REASON 2 - BEIT YOSEPH

The reason is that the Egyptians
drowned and “when your enemy
falls, do not rejoice.”
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REASON 3 — SHAAR HA-KAVANOT (Rav Haim Vital... the Arizal)

All the “lights” that entered on the (1%%) night of Pesach remain all
the night and all the first day. But then, the lights disappear
absolutely, and we have to begin to ascend the levels (the stairs),
level after level, by means of Sefirat HAOmer until Shavuot, and thus
we only say Half Hallel during the remainder of Pesach
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REASON 4: KAF HACHAIM
In the Tikunei Zohar, it is written that Full AND Half Hallel is recited
on Pesach to “receive” both the whole Matza and the Broken Matza.
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9. Rabbi Sacks. Ceremony and Celebration, page 235

The Song of Songs on Pesach is about love as passion. The lovers are young. There is no
mention of marriage, a home, children, responsibility. They have no thought for the morrow nor
for others. They are obsessed with one another. They live conscious of the other’s absence,
longing for the other’s presence. That is how love should be some of the time if it is to be deep
and transforming all the time.

The book of Ruth, the scroll we read on Shavuot, is about love as loyalty: Ruth’s loyalty to her
mother-in-law Naomi, and Boaz’s to Naomi, Ruth and the family heritage. It is about “loving-
kindness,” the word coined by Myles Coverdale in his Bible translation of 1535 because he could
find no English word that meant hesed. Beginning as it does with death, bereavement and
childlessness, and ending with marriage and the birth of a child, it is about the power of love to
redeem grief and loneliness and “make gentle the life of this world.” It is about what the Song of
Songs is not: about marriage, continuity and keeping faith with “the living and the dead” (Ruth
2:20). That too, in Judaism, is a significant part of love, for we are not just selves. We are part of

the living chain of generations.

TWO DIVISIONS

1. SEDER - Beit Shamai vs. Beit Hillel - Do you break Hallel after the opening paragraph or

after B’tzet Yisrael
2. HALLEL -Half chapters

HALLEL TEXT. PSALM 113-118

Halleluyah! Praise, servants of the Lord, praise the name of the Lord.
May the Name of the Lord be blessed from now and forever. From the
rising of the sun in the East to its setting, the name of the Lord is
praised. Above all nations is the Lord, His honor is above the heavens.
Who is like the Lord, our God, Who sits on high; Who looks down

upon the heavens and the earth? He brings up the poor out of the
dirt; from the refuse piles, He raises the destitute. To seat him with the
nobles, with the nobles of his people. He seats a barren woman in a
home, a happy mother of children. Halleluyah! (Psalms 113)

In Israel's going out from Egypt, the house of Ya'akov from a people of
foreign speech. Yehudah was his sanctuary, and Yisrael, his dominion.
The Sea saw and fled, the Jordan turned to the rear. The mountains
danced like rams, the hills like young sheep. What is happening to you,
O Sea, that you are fleeing, O Jordan that you turn to the rear; O
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mountains that you dance like rams, O hills like young sheep? From
before the Master, tremble O earth, from before the Lord of Ya'akov.
He who turns the boulder into a pond of water, the flint into a spring
of water. (Psalms 114)

Not to us, not to us, but rather to Your name, give glory for your
kindness and for your truth. Why should the nations say, "Say, where
is their God?" But our God is in the heavens, all that He wanted, He
has done. Their idols are silver and gold, the work of men's hands.
They have a mouth but do not speak; they have eyes but do not see.
They have ears but do not hear; they have a nose but do not smell.
Hands, but they do not feel; feet, but do not walk; they do not make a
peep from their throat. Like them will be their makers, all those that
trust in them. Israel, trust in the Lord; their help and shield is He.
House of Aharon, trust in the Lord; their help and shield is He. Those
that fear the Lord, trust in the Lord; their help and shield is He.
(Psalms 115)

The Lord who remembers us, will bless; He will bless the House of
Israel; He will bless the House of Aharon. He will bless those that fear
the Lord, the small ones with the great ones. May the Lord bring
increase to you, to you and to your children. Blessed are you to the
Lord, the maker of the heavens and the earth. The heavens, are the
Lord's heavens, but the earth He has given to the children of man. It is
not the dead that will praise the Lord, and not those that go down to
silence. But we will bless the Lord from now and forever. Halleluyah!
(Psalms 115)

| have loved the Lord - since He hears my voice, my supplications.
Since He inclined His ear to me - and in my days, | will call out. The
pangs of death have encircled me and the straits of the Pit have found
me and | found grief. And in the name of the Lord | called, "Please
Lord, Spare my soul." Gracious is the Lord and righteous, and our God
acts mercifully. The Lord watches over the silly; | was poor and He has
saved me. Return, my soul to your tranquility, since the Lord has
favored you. Since You have rescued my soul from death, my eyes
from tears, my feet from stumbling. | will walk before the Lord in the
lands of the living. | have trusted, when | speak - | am very afflicted. |
said in my haste, all men are hypocritical. (Psalms 116:1-11)

What can | give back to the Lord for all that He has favored me? A cup
of salvations | will raise up and | will call out in the name of the Lord.
My vows to the Lord | will pay, now in front of His entire people.
Precious in the eyes of the Lord is the death of His pious ones. Please
Lord, since | am Your servant, the son of Your maidservant; You have
opened my chains. To You will | offer a thanksgiving offering and | will
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call out in the name of the Lord. My vows to the Lord | will pay, now in
front of His entire people. In the courtyards of the house of the Lord,
in your midst, Jerusalem. Halleluyah! (Psalms 116:12-19)

#117 Praise the name of the Lord, all nations; extol Him all peoples.
Since His kindness has overwhelmed us and the truth of the Lord is
forever. Halleluyah!

Thank the Lord, since He is good, since His kindness is forever. Let
Israel now say, "Thank the Lord, since He is good, since His kindness is
forever." Let the House of Aharon now say, "Thank the Lord, since He
is good, since His kindness is forever." Let those that fear the Lord now
say, "Thank the Lord, since He is good, since His kindness is forever."

From the strait | have called, Lord; He answered me from the wide
space, the Lord. The Lord is for me, | will not fear, what will man do to
me? The Lord is for me with my helpers, and | shall glare at those that
hate me. It is better to take refuge with the Lord than to trust in man.
It is better to take refuge with the Lord than to trust in nobles. All the
nations surrounded me - in the name of the Lord, as | will chop them
off. They surrounded me, they also encircled me - in the name of the
Lord, as | will chop them off. They surrounded me like bees, they were
extinguished like a fire of thorns - in the name of the Lord, as | will
chop them off. You have surely pushed me to fall, but the Lord helped
me. My boldness and song is the Lord, and He has become my
salvation. The sound of happy song and salvation is in the tents of the
righteous, the right hand of the Lord acts powerfully. | will not die but
rather | will live and tell over the acts of the Lord. The Lord has surely
chastised me, but He has not given me over to death. Open up for me
the gates of righteousness; | will enter them, thank the Lord. This is
the gate of the Lord, the righteous will enter it. (Psalms 118:5-20)

| will thank You, since You answered me and You have become my
salvation. The stone that was left by the builders has become the main
cornerstone. From the Lord was this, it is wondrous in our eyes. This is
the day of the Lord, let us exult and rejoice upon it. (Psalms 118:21-
24)

Please, Lord, save us now; please, Lord, save us now; please, Lord, give
us success now!; please, Lord, give us success now! (Psalms 118:25)

Blessed be the one who comes in the name of the Lord, we have
blessed you from the house of the Lord. God is the Lord, and He has
illuminated us; tie up the festival offering with ropes until it reaches
the corners of the altar. You are my Power and | will Thank You; my
God and | will exalt You. Thank the Lord, since He is good, since His
kindness is forever.(Psalms 118:26-29)
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