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1: Proclaiming generosity
Pesach Haggadah, Magid, Ha Lachma Anya 3 N°1Y Rnn'? X1 ,7°0% .10 2w n7an
A

This is the bread of destitution that our ancestors ate in the

land of Egypt. Anyone who is famished should come and eat, NINFA2N 199N *7 K21y KD K7
anyone who is in need should come and partake of the "7'3771 N* 1937 ‘73 .07I%NT RYIN2
Pesach sacrifice. Now we are here, next year we will be in the X9 NP oD > 715131"75
land of Israel; this year we are slaves, next year we will be AT X7 RYIND N2 I0Y

free people. 7AiM >33 TR Mg 12y

2: Abraham’s model
Genesis 18:1-14 79N NPWNA2
(1) 7' appeared to him by the terebinths of Mamre; he was 2 R RN 239K TR R (X)
sitting at the entrance of the tent as the day grew hot. (2) RPVVPY R (2) 010 O bg;xg-nng
Looking up, he saw three figures standing near him. Perceiving ﬁ?‘. N1 1oy 022K) D”W;S T@BW‘HJU.W.
this, he ran from the entrance of the tent to greet them and, (3) +FI¥IN AW bf"NU T'UIQD\DDNW,PI?
bowing to the ground, (3) he said, “My lords! If it please you, do NION TPy 21T SNNER NITOX DWITR N7
not go on past your serv.ant. (4) Let a little water be brought; WO 070yn KIAR? (7) 772y byn T2y
bathe your feet and recline under the tree. (5) And let me fetch a “no mRRY () +YY NOA AYEm EL-?’?%T
morsel of bread that you may refresh yourselves; then go _on— 1970y~ 192yR TAK 0915 17901 O
seeing that you have come your servant’s way.” They replied, o N TP mmE v
“Do as you have said.” (6) Abraham hastened into the tent to 1;;;;;;) wn ].’3 TR 0372y 7 Oy
N ) mI-HR 720K 0728 07 (1) (R03aT
Sarah, and said, “Quick, three seahs of choice flour! Knead and JommT TR T e T S T
make cakes!” (7) Then Abraham ran to the herd, took a calf, ’,1{721 W2 N70 M KO W2w “n 1?_;8’1
tender and choice, and gave it to a servant-boy, who hastenedto ~ 1£3 1# ™ BN 11 jJ?;I"b?ﬂ (1) :N2y
prepare it. (8) He took curds and milk and the calf that had been ANR NIPY? 0 WITTOR 13 1
prepared and set these before them; and he waited on them Ty WK R2TI 29M R0 MR (M)
under the tree as they ate. (9) They said to him, “Where is your YYI NOR 072y TV 0107 107
wife Sarah?” And he replied, “There, in the tent.” (10) Then one TARWK W TN IR 1R () A79K7
said, “I will return to you next year, and your wife Sarah shall "IN 2N 23 N (7) (2IND 3T N
have a son!” Sarah was listening at the entrance of the tent, nypw T 9AYR 1LY 12703m M0 Ny
which was behind him. (11) Now Abraham and Sarah were old, M) OaN (87 20K N7 2RT nne
advanced in years; Sarah had stopped having her periods. (12) MR MY N1 oopa 0°Ka 0
And Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “Now that I've lost the X ARY A2P2 MY PRIEM (27) (DWID
ability, am | to have enjoyment—with my husband so old?” (13) " 7?3?‘(:1 () 41 u'—ml I—lg—fy 7}?-1—[33?!:[‘9}1"7;
Then 11" said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Shall I in ART TIRY M T IRy OIaRTIR
truth bear a child, old as | am?’ (14) Is anything too wondrous for o U
7' ? I will return to you at the same season next year, and Sarah
shall have a son.”
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3: The parting of the ways
Genesis 13:10-17
(10) Lot looked about him and saw how well watered was the
whole plain of the Jordan, all of it—this was before 11' had
destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah—all the way to Zoar, like the
garden of 7', like the land of Egypt. (11) So Lot chose for himself
the whole plain of the Jordan, and Lot journeyed eastward. Thus
they parted from each other; (12) Abram remained in the land of
Canaan, while Lot settled in the cities of the Plain, pitching his
tents near Sodom. (13) Now the inhabitants of Sodom were very
wicked sinners against 17'. (14) And 7' said to Abram, after Lot had
parted from him, “Raise your eyes and look out from where you
are, to the north and south, to the east and west, (15) for | give all
the land that you see to you and your offspring forever. (16) | will
make your offspring as the dust of the earth, so that if one can
count the dust of the earth, then your offspring too can be
counted. (17) Up, walk about the land, through its length and its
breadth, for | give it to you.”

Genesis 19:1-11

(1) The two messengers arrived in Sodom in the evening, as Lot
was sitting in the gate of Sodom. When Lot saw them, he rose to
greet them and, bowing low with his face to the ground, (2) he
said, “Please, my lords, turn aside to your servant’s house to spend
the night, and bathe your feet; then you may be on your way
early.” But they said, “No, we will spend the night in the square.”
(3) But he urged them strongly, so they turned his way and
entered his house. He prepared a feast for them and baked
unleavened bread, and they ate. (4) They had not yet lain down,
when the town council [and] the militia of Sodom —insignificant
and influential alike, the whole assembly without exception—
gathered about the house. (5) And they shouted to Lot and said to
him, “Where are the ones who came to you tonight? Bring them
out to us, that we may be intimate with them.” (6) So Lot went out
to them to the entrance, shut the door behind him, (7) and said, “I
beg you, my friends, do not commit such a wrong. (8) Look, | have
two daughters who have not known a man. Let me bring them out
to you, and you may do to them as you please; but do not do
anything to the others, since they have come under the shelter of
my roof.” (9) But they said, “Stand back! The fellow,” they said,
“came here as an alien, and already he acts the ruler! Now we will
deal worse with you than with them.” And they pressed hard
against that householder —against Lot—and moved forward to
break the door. (10) But the agents stretched out their hands and
pulled Lot into the house with them, and shut the door. (11) And
the people who were at the entrance of the house, low and high
alike, they struck with blinding light, so that they were helpless to
find the entrance.
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4: Lot’s children
Deuteronomy 23:4-5
(4) No Ammonite or Moabite shall be admitted into the congregation
of 71'; no descendants of such, even in the tenth generation, shall ever
be admitted into the congregation of 7', (5) because they did not meet
you with food and water on your journey after you left Egypt, and
because they hired Balaam son of Beor, from Pethor of Aram-
naharaim, to curse you.—..

5: Sodom in Gibeah
Judges 19:11-25
(11) Since they were close to Jebus, and the day was very far
spent, the attendant said to his master, “Let us turn aside to this
town of the Jebusites and spend the night in it.” (12) But his
master said to him, “We will not turn aside to a town of aliens
who are not of Israel, but will continue to Gibeah...(15) They
turned off there and went in to spend the night in Gibeah. He
went and sat down in the town square, but nobody took them
indoors to spend the night. (16) In the evening, an old man came
along from his property outside the town. (This man hailed from
the hill country of Ephraim and resided at Gibeah, where the
townspeople were Benjaminites.) (17) He happened to see the
wayfarer in the town square. “Where,” the old man inquired, “are
you going to, and where do you come from?” (18) He replied,
“We are traveling from Bethlehem in Judah to the other end of
the hill country of Ephraim. That is where I live. | made a journey
to Bethlehem of Judah, and now | am on my way to the House of
the LORD,® and nobody has taken me indoors. (19) We have both
bruised straw and feed for our donkeys, and bread and wine for
me and your handmaid, and for the attendant with your
servants. We lack nothing.” (20) “Rest easy,” said the old man.
“Let me take care of all your needs. Do not on any account spend
the night in the square.” (21) And he took him into his house. He
mixed fodder for the donkeys; then they bathed their feet and ate
and drank. (22) While they were enjoying themselves, the men of
the town, a depraved lot, had gathered about the house and
were pounding on the door. They called to the aged owner of the
house, “Bring out the man who has come into your house, so that
we can be intimate with him.” (23) The owner of the house went
out and said to them, “Please, my friends, do not commit such a
wrong. Since this man has entered my house, do not perpetrate
this outrage. (24) Look, here is my virgin daughter, and his
concubine. Let me bring them out to you. Have your pleasure of
them, do what you like with them; but don’t do that outrageous
thing to this man.” (25) But the men would not listen to him, so
the man seized his concubine and pushed her out to them. They
raped her and abused her all night long until morning; and they
let her go when dawn broke.
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6: Sodom in Beth Lechem and Lot’s great-granddaughter

Ruth 1:1-2

(1) In the days when the chieftains ruled, there was a
famine in the land; and a man of Bethlehem in Judah,
with his wife and two sons, went to reside in the country
of Moab. (2) The man’s name was Elimelech, his wife’s |
name was Naomi, and his two sons were named Mahlon

and Chilion—Ephrathites of Bethlehem in Judah. They

came to the country of Moab and remained there.

Ruth 1:19-22

(19) and the two went on until they reached Bethlehem.
When they arrived in Bethlehem, the whole city buzzed with
excitement over them. The women said, “Can this be Naomi?”
(20) “Do not call me Naomi,” she replied. “Call me Mara, for
Shaddai has made my lot very bitter. (21) | went away full, and
the LORD has brought me back empty. How can you call me
Naomi, when the LORD has dealt harshly with- me, when Shaddai
has brought misfortune upon me!” (22) Thus Naomi returned
from the country of Moab; she returned with her daughter-in-
law Ruth the Moabite. They arrived in Bethlehem at the
beginning of the barley harvest.

7: Exceeding expectations
Ruth 2:8-18
(8) Boaz said to Ruth, “Listen to me, daughter.» Don’t go to
glean in another field. Don’t go elsewhere, but stay here close
to my girls. (9) Keep your eyes on the field they are reaping,
and follow them. | have ordered the men not to molest you.
And when you are thirsty, go to the jars and drink some of
[the water] that the men have drawn.” (10) She prostrated
herself with her face to the ground, and said to him, “Why are
you so kind as to single me out, when | am a foreigner?” (11)
Boaz said in reply, “I have been told of all that you did for your
mother-in-law after the death of your husband, how you left
your father and mother and the land of your birth and came
to a people you had not known before. (12) May the LORD
reward your deeds. May you have a full recompense from the
LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have sought
refuge!”..(14) At mealtime, Boaz said to her, “Come over here
and partake of the meal, and dip your morsel in the vinegar.”
So she sat down beside the reapers. He handed her roasted
grain, and she ate her fill and had some left over...(18) and
carried it back with her to the town. When her mother-in-law
saw what she had gleaned, and when she also took out and
gave her what she had left over after eating her fill,
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8: Sodom in Egypt
Exodus 1:9-10 »-UCR NIRY
(9) And he said to his people, “Look, the Israelite people are 279X 212 oY T30 YN KA (1)
much too numerous for us. (10) Let us deal shrewdly with them, 379710 95 MRIINI 7137 (%) 2277 D18
so that they may not increase; otherwise in the event of war "N'm"m "LOU.T.\W'QU’?D HJN(W.Ph",D I-lsm
they may join our enemies in fighting against us and rise from PRI Y1 1327000 NIy
the ground.”

Exodus 2:24-25 79-772s2 N
(24) God heard their moaning, and God remembered “NN'DPPON 217 ONRNITNN 070N YRwn (T1D)
the covenant with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob. (25) N1 (712) +IpY> NN PIIY NN O712NNK N2
God looked upon the Israelites, and God took notice of {0} @R y171 PRI 327NN DN
them.

Genesis 18:20-21 N”2-2:1™ NWNRA2
(20) Then 7' said, “The outrage of Sodom and Gomorrah is so 13772 TN 070 NRYT T RN (0)
great, and their sin so grave! (21) | will go down to see whether RI"TTTIN (XD) N7 7722 °D ONNYM
they have acted altogether according to the outcry that has el W"SJ HX ”?5,-';15 ﬂﬁ?iﬂ?ﬂ NN
reached Me; if not, | will take note.” TIYTN KO7DN)

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Ceremony and Celebration: Introduction to the Holidays:

The journey to the Promised Land has to pass through Egypt because Israel was to construct a
society that would be the anthithesis of Egypt. Therefore they had to know Egypt, experience
Egypt, feel it in their bones, carry it with them as an indelible memory that they would hand on to
all future generations. They had to experience what it was like to be on the wrong side of power...
The taste of that affliction was never to be forgotten. (173)

To the extent that the Torah is a deliberately contrarian work, a protest against and conscious
alternative to the great civilizations of its day, it is worth reflecting more fully on who Ramses was
and what he represented... No one in history constructed more monuments to his glory than
Rameses Il... It is clear that when Pharaoh responds angrily to Moses’ request in God’s name to let
the Israelites go, saying, “Who is the Lord that | should obey His voice to let the Israelites go? | do
not know the Lord,” what he means is, “Here, | am God.”..The wealth of the royal court was
astonishing...At the same time the population as a whole lived a wretched experience.” (179-182)

Moses — in the form Mose, Mses or Messes — is in fact an Egyptian word. It figures in the names of
several Pharaohs... most significantly Ramses himself. The word means “child.” Understanding this
we stand before one of the Torah’s boldest and most revolutionary strokes. years later, two men
are to be involved in a monumental confrontation: Ramses and Moses. Their names tell us what is
at stake. Ramses means “child of the sun god Ra.” Ramses...saw himself as a god... Moses was
simply, anonymously, “a child”... It is not one man, a supreme ruler, who is in the image of God,
but every man, woman and child on the face of the earth. (187)




8: Lot and the Exodus
Genesis 19:29 ¥’2:0”° NPWNRA2
(29) Thus it was that, when God destroyed the MY-NNDRPON N3 77 (0)
cities of the Plain and annihilated the cities where 077NN O%P2K 12171 1297
Lot dwelt, God was mindful of Abraham and "-lz_-m: TI;)DEITI jﬁpn‘mb-ng I'L’?W’W
removed Lot from the midst of the upheaval. 1% (72 WX DRYTNN

Exodus 2:23-25 n’2-2"2:2 NMnY
(23) A long time after that, the king of Egypt T2n N3N 00 07277 092507 (30)
died. The Israelites were groaning under the WY T2V IR IR ohEn
bondage and cried out; and their cry for (79) ‘HI:S_ZU-UQ D’\P’?NU"?N D,-US,NW bysn1
help from the bondage rose up to God. (24) -nx‘usl?"?g T_-ym ELDEEJ'NN D’J?q??_‘f WDW’W

God heard their moaning, and God (719) «2P3>" NN PIX-NN O72R-NN 11713

remembered the covenant with Abraham
and Isaac and Jacob. (25) God looked upon
the Israelites, and God took notice of them.
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Deuteronomy 4:34 7°9:7 09127
(34) Or has any deity ventured to go and take one nmR% X{T7 0PN eI 1R (T9)
nation from the midst of another by prodigious acts, nnR2NeR2 > 27pn i i
by signs and portents, by war, by a mighty hand and TR T TR onoing
an outstretched arm and awesome power, as your 559 0°H3 DX I YD
God 71" did for you in Egypt before your very eyes? D?JﬁDZ:l D;S’l?bt{ - 1:1:)'7 T@SJ'W?S
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