Gad, the Warrior Shevet

Tamar Weissman
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Genesis 29:35

(35) She conceived again and bore a son, and declared, “This time I will praise
'1.” Therefore she named him Judah. Then she stopped bearing.
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Genesis 30:9-11

(9) When Leah saw that she had stopped bearing children, she took her maid
Zilpah and gave her to Jacob as concubine. (10) And when Leah’s maid Zilpah
bore Jacob a son, (11) Leah said, “What luck!” So she named him Gad.
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Bereshit Rabbah 71:4

The matriarchs believed that this one would have three, and that one would
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have three, when Leah bore a fourth son, she said: “This time I will thank the
Lord.”
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Rashi on Genesis 30:11

(1) 72 X2 FOR MY HAPPINESS! — Good luck has come, as (Shabbat 67b) “Be
lucky, my luck (72 73) and tire not”. Similar, also, is (Isaiah 45:11) “That prepare
a table for fortune (73)”. The Midrashic explanation is that he was born with
the sign of the covenant upon him. It would then be like (Daniel 4:11) “cut
down (173) the tree”. I do not know why it (732) is written as one word. Another
comment on 732 is: why is it read as one word? It may be connected with the
root 722 which denotes faithless as though Leah said to Jacob, “You proved
faithless to me when you married my handmaid”, like a man who is faithless
(722) to the wife of his youth).
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Numbers 32:6-14

(6) Moses replied to the Gadites and the Reubenites, “Are your brothers to go
to war while you stay here? (7) Why will you turn the minds of the Israelites
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from crossing into the land that '7 has given them?...(14) And now you, a breed
of sinful fellows, have replaced your fathers, to add still further to '7’s wrath
against Israel.
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Targum Jonathan on Genesis 30:11

and Leah said, Good fortune cometh; his children shall surely inherit their
habitation on the east side of Jardena: and she called his name Gad.
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Ibn Ezra on Genesis 30:11

(1) FORTUNE IS COME. Bagad (fortune is come) is really two words with the
alef missing. Similarly, bavel. Also, bamah as is clearly explained in Ezekiel
(20:29). (2) The meaning of Gad is a troop. Leah said this because she now had
a “troop” of sons.

R' Hirsch, Genesis 30:11
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Genesis 49:19
(19) Gad shall be raided by raiders, But he shall raid at their heels.
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Ibn Ezra on Genesis 49:19

(1) GAD. Jacob prophesied that a troop (an army) would attack Gad but that he
would ultimately be victorious. (2) SHALL TROOP UPON HIM. We do not
know exactly to what incident Jacob was referring because we don’t know all
the tribulations that our ancestors endured.
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Rashi on Genesis 49:19

13713 7172 72 accordingly means, “troops will troop out of him” signifying that
they (the Gadites) will cross the Jordan with their brethren, all armed, and
remain with them until the land will have been conquered. (2) 2p¥ 73> XM
means all his troops will return in their own tracks back to their territory
which they will receive on the other side of the Jordan and not one of them
will be missing.
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Deuteronomy 33:20-21

(20) And of Gad he said: Blessed be the One who enlarges Gad! Poised is he
like a lion To tear off arm and scalp. (21) He chose for himself the best, For
there is the portion of the revered chieftain, Where the heads of the people
come. He executed '7’s judgments And God’s decisions for Israel.
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Rashi on Deuteronomy 33:20-21

(4) X" AND HE CAME — i.e. Gad came. (5) 0¥ "wX1 AT THE HEAD OF THE
PEOPLE — They (the men of Gad) marched before the armed men at the
conquest of the Land, because they were mighty, and thus does it state that
Joshua said to them, (Joshua 1:14) “Ye shall pass armed before your brethren,
etc.”. (6) TwY ' NPT¥ HE DID THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE LORD — because
they proved true to their word and kept their promise to cross the Jordan and
to remain there until they (the Israelites) had conquered it and divided it
amongst the tribes.
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Numbers 32:1

(1) The Reubenites and the Gadites owned cattle in very great numbers. Noting
that the lands of Jazer and Gilead were a region suitable for cattle,
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Haamek Davar on Numbers 32:1
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Numbers 32:34-36

(34) The Gadites rebuilt Dibon, Ataroth, Aroer, (35) Atroth-shophan, Jazer,
Jogbehah, (36) Beth-nimrah, and Beth-haran as fortified towns or as
enclosures for flocks.
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I Samuel 13:7
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(7) Some Hebrews crossed the Jordan, [to] the territory of Gad and Gilead. Saul
was still at Gilgal, and the rest of the people rallied to him in alarm.
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Numbers 32:2-25

(2) the Gadite and Reubenite [leaders] came to Moses, Eleazar the priest, and
the chieftains of the community, and said, (3) “Ataroth, Dibon, Jazer, Nimrah,
Heshbon, Elealeh, Sebam, Nebo, and Beon— (4) the land that ‘77 has
conquered for the community of Israel—is cattle country, and your servants
have cattle. (5) It would be a favor to us,” they continued, “if this land were
given to your servants as a holding; do not move us across the Jordan.” (6)
Moses replied to the Gadites and the Reubenites, “Are your brothers to go to
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war while you stay here? ...

(16) Then they stepped up to him and said, “We will build here sheepfolds for
our flocks and towns for our children. (17) And we will hasten as shock-troops
in the van of the Israelites until we have established them in their home, while
our children stay in the fortified towns because of the inhabitants of the land.
(18) We will not return to our homes until the Israelites—every one of
them—are in possession of their portion. (19) But we will not have a share
with them in the territory beyond the Jordan, for we have received our share
on the east side of the Jordan.” (20) Moses said to them, “If you do this, if you
go to battle as shock-troops, at the instance of 21) ,'77) and every shock-fighter
among you crosses the Jordan, at the instance of ', until [God] has personally
dispossessed the enemies, (22) and the land has been subdued, at the instance
of '71, and then you return—you shall be clear before ' and before Israel; and
this land shall be your holding under '7.
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Pesikta Rabbati 11

He was Joab, who was great in the Torah and a hero in war: "Why should my
lord seek, and why should he be a cause of blame for Israel?" (I Samuel 21:3).
And the king's word prevailed over Joab (I Samuel 4:1). David said to him,
"Either you are king and I am commander of the army, or you are commander
of the army and I am king." Since he saw it that way, it turned out not to his
advantage. Nevertheless, he went to the tribe of Gad, saying, "I know that they
are hard-hearted, lest they throw stones at me and the matter turns out to be
tutile. And yet, that hour did not help him.
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Bereshit Rabbah 71:9

“Leah said: Fortune has come; she called his name Gad” (Genesis 30:11).
“Leah said: Fortune [gad] has come” — the fortune of the house has come; the
fortune of the world has come; the one who is destined to come and cut down
the foundation of the idol worshippers. Who is it? It is Elijah. From whom did
Elijah descend? Rabbi Eliezer said: From Benjamin, as it is written: “Yaareshya,
Eliya, and Zikhri were the sons of Yeroham...all these are the children of
Benjamin” (I Chronicles 8:27, 40). Rabbi Nehorai said: He descended from
Gad. Thatis what is written: “Elijah the Tishbite, of the residents of Gilad” (I
Kings 17:1). Rabbi Pilipi bar Nehorai said: What did you see that led you to say
so? He said to him: It is as it is written: “Their border was Yazer, and all the
cities of the Gilad” (Joshua 13:25).

One time, our Rabbis disputed regarding the matter: These say: 'Descended
from Gad, and these say: Descended from Benjamin. He came and stood before
them. He said to them: ‘Our Rabbis, why are you disputing in my regard? I am
from the children of the children of Rachel’’
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Bereshit Rabbah 99:11

Another matter: “Dan will be a serpent on the road” —just as a serpent is
vindictive, so was Samson, as it is stated: “Let me take vengeance once”
(Judges 16:28). When Jacob saw him, he said: “For your salvation, I await,
Lord” (Genesis 49:18). This one will not bring salvation, which will come only
from Gad, asitis stated: “Gad, a troop will slash his enemies, and he will slash
their heel [akev]” (Genesis 49:19), [alluding] to the one who will come at the
End [be’akev]: “Behold, I am sending Elijah the prophet to you” (Malachi 3:23),
who was from the tribe of Gad. That is why it says: “And he will slash their
heel [akev].”
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Rashi on Deuteronomy 33:20-21

(1) 73217 N2 BLESSED BE HE THAT ENLARGES GAD — this teaches us that
Gad’s territory extended far eastward (Sifrei Devarim 355:2). (2) 9% X°275 HE
DWELLETH AS A LIONESS — Because he was near the border it therefore
compares him to lions, for all who are near the border must be strong (that
they may repulse attacks from neighbours) (Sifrei Devarim 355:3). (3) ¥177 770
7?77 X TEARING THE ARM WITH THE CROWN OF THE HEAD — Those
whom they slew could be easily recognised, because they used to cut off the
head together with the arm at one blow. (1) 2 N°W&1 X7 AND HE SAW THE
FIRST PART FOR HIMSELF — i.e. he saw good to take for himself territory in
the land of Sihon and Og, the subjugation of which was the beginning (n>wX")
of the conquest of the Land, (2) NP> oW > BECAUSE THERE WAS THE
PORTION — i.e., because he knew that there in his territory was the portion of
the field where was the grave of the ppnn, THE LAWGIVER, viz., Moses, (3) 1190
HIDDEN — i.e. that field was hidden and concealed from every creature, as it
is said (Deuteronomy 34:6) “And no man knows his burial place” (Sifrei
Devarim 355:6).

Another explanation: X1V AND HE — the Lawgiver, Moses — CAME 0V *WX"
AT THE HEAD OF THE PEOPLE, 7wy '7 nP7X HE DID THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF
THE LORD — This, too, is spoken of Moses (cf. Sifrei Devarim 355:9).
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Sforno on Deuteronomy 33:21

(1) 12 nwR1 XM, he was also entitled to this, although when the tribe of Gad
chose lands formerly belonging to Sichon or Og, a land which was not part of
the “Holy Land,” there had been additional motivation to that of having good
grazing land for their flocks, namely that their part of the land would contain
Moses’ burial place. This is the meaning of the reference to ppn, “the
legislator” in our verse. (2) Q¥ *WX7 RN, this was where the leaders of the
people came together at the head of the nation in order to conquer the land.
(3) PRI’ QY PVOWM WY 71 NPTY, this was where the legislator, ppinn,
performed the righteous deeds of Hashem, by explaining to them G’d’s Torah
in detail. This was also where the people of Israel were judged, and where
Moses argued with the people about the application of the various social laws
of the Torah. The term is found in Samuel 1 12,7 where the prophet Samuel tells
the people to line up so that he can not only judge the people but explain the
righteousness of the laws of G'd, i.e. "7 MpTX.
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Sotah 13b:20-23

And itis taughtin a baraita that Rabbi Yehuda said: If not for an explicitly
written verse, one could not say what is written with regard to the death
and burial of Moses. Where did Moses die? In the portion of Reuben, as it is
written: “And Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo”
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(Deuteronomy 34:1), and it is known from elsewhere that Nebo is situated in
the portion of Reuben, as it is written: “And the children of Reuben built
Heshbon, and Elealeh, and Kiriathaim, and Nebo” (Numbers 32:37-38). The
name is also expounded: It is called “Nebo [Nevo],” for three prophets
[nevi’im] died there: Moses, and Aaron, and Miriam.Rabbi Yehuda
continues: And where is Moses buried? In the portion of Gad, as itis
written in the blessing of Moses to the tribe of Gad: “And he chose a first
part for himself, for there a portion of a ruler was reserved” (Deuteronomy
33:21), indicating that Moses, the ruler, is buried in the portion of Gad. And
how much is the distance from the portion of Reuben to the portion of
Gad? Four mil.Rabbi Yehuda asks: For those four mil from Mount Nebo in the
portion of Reuben to the burial place of Moses in the portion of Gad, who
transported him?He answers: The contradiction between the two verses
teaches that Moses was lying in the wings of the Divine Presence, as
Moses was carried out by God Himself,

Sfat Emet, Parashat Matot, 1880

Regarding the children of Gad and Reuven, I wrote in another place in the
name of Rav Mifrashischa z"], regarding "Mikneh Rav"(does not mean "many
cattle", but instead "acquiring a teacher") that they had the property of
adhesion to Moshe Rabbeinu-Peace be upon him.

Tamar Weissman
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