


A joke?

ה יוְחָרָָ֣ ָ֣ וֹאַפ  וּאבָ֣ הַ֠ יםבַיּוֹם־הַַ֠ ועֲַזַבְת ִּ֞

י ִּ֨ סְתַרְת  יוְה  לוְהָיָָ֣המֵהֶם֙ פָנַַ֤ הוּלֶאֱכ ֹ֔ ֻ֛ וּמְצָא 

וֹתרָע֥וֹת וֹםוְאָמַר֙ וְצָר֑וֹתרַבּ֖ וּאבַיָּ֣ אהַהֹ֔ הֲל ֹ֗

ל יןעַָ֣ י־אֵַ֤ יאֱלֹהַי֙ כ  רְב ֹ֔ יבְק  וּנ  הָרָע֥וֹתמְצָאּ֖

לֶה׃ הָאֵֵֽ

י כ ֹ֗ רוְאָנ  ירהַסְתִֵּ֨ ַ֤ וֹםפָנַי֙ אַסְת  וּאבַיָּ֣ להַהֹ֔ עַ֥

ה ל־הָרָעָּ֖ רכׇּ האֲשֶָ֣ יעָשָ֑ ָ֣ הכ  יםפָנָֹ֔ ּ֖ אֶל־אֱלֹה 

ים׃ ֵֽ אֲחֵר 

Then My anger will flare up against them, and I will abandon 

them and hide My countenance from them. They shall be 

ready prey; and many evils and troubles shall befall them. 

And they shall say on that day, “Surely it is because our God 

is not in our midst that these evils have befallen us.”

Yet I will keep My countenance hidden on that day, because 

of all the evil they have done in turning to other gods.

Devarim 31:16-17 (Parshat Vayelech)



What can I learn on Tisha B’av?

מְקוֹםהוּאקוֹרֵאאֲבָל ילשֶאֵינוֹב  קְרוֹתרָג  מְקוֹםוְשוֹנֶה ,ל  ילשֶאֵינוֹב  שְנוֹתרָג  ינוֹתוְקוֹרֵא ,ל  יּוֹבבְק  ים ,בְא  דְבָר  יםוּב  רְמְיָההָרָע  ינוֹקוֹת .שֶבְי  וְת 

יןרַבָןבֵיתשֶל שּׁוּם ,בְטֵל  קּוּדֵי :שֶנֶאֱמַרמ  יםה׳״פ  .לֵב״מְשַמְחֵייְשָר 

However, one may read from a place in the Bible that he is unaccustomed to reading, as it will be difficult for 

him and he will not derive pleasure from it, and he may likewise study from a place of the Talmud that he is 

unaccustomed to studying. And one may read from the book of Lamentations; from the book of Job; and 

from the evil matters in Jeremiah, i.e., his prophecies of doom. And schoolchildren interrupt their studies for 

the day because it is stated: “The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart” (Psalms 19:9).

Taanit 30a 



What does the Kohen Gadol learn on Yom Kippur?

ם ם .דּוֹרֵש ,חָכָםהָיָהא  ידֵי ,לָאווְא  יםתַלְמ  יןחֲכָמ  ם .לְפָנָיודּוֹרְש  ילוְא  קְרוֹתרָג  ם .קוֹרֵא ,ל   ,לָאווְא 

ין יןוּבַמֶה .לְפָנָיוקוֹר  יּוֹב ,לְפָנָיוקוֹר  בְרֵיוּבְעֶזְרָאבְא  יםוּבְד  ים ,אוֹמֵרקְבוּטָלבֶןזְכַרְיהָ .הַיָּמ  פְעָמ 

יהַרְבֵה ית  יֵּאללְפָנָיוקָר  :בְדָנ 

They kept him occupied throughout the night to prevent him from sleeping. If he was a scholar, he would teach Torah. If he was not a 

scholar, Torah scholars would teach Torah before him. And if he was accustomed to read the Bible, he would read; and if he was 

not, they would read the Bible before him. And what books would they read before him to pique his interest so that he would not fall 

asleep? They would read from Job, and from Ezra, and from Chronicles. Zekharya, son of Kevutal, says: Many times I read 

before him from the book of Daniel.

Mishna Yoma 1:6



Why is Iyov an a chosen book of study for both Tisha B’av and Yom Kippur? 



Why these books specifically on Yom Kippur?

החקירותבעסקילהתפלאמחשבותיוזרזובאיובדהנה עזראובקריאת . והרגשותיולבבולרכךבקשו . בכמהלחשוב .
המקדשאזבנוועוניויגיעהעמל "ועי . עבודתובעניינילדקדקצריךכמהלידעכחבכליתאמץז כללהפסידלבלי .

אבותיויגיעת ועשוניוענייניםומלחמותמעשיותבסיפורימחשבותיוישתעשעהימיםדבריובקריאת . " שיעסקוי
בגמחשבותיוויטרדו מעיניושינהתעוף .ובעונג .וברחמנות .בהשכלה .אלו ' ]'.

For through the reading of Job, he stirs his mind to wonder about profound questions. Through the 
reading of Ezra, he softens his heart and emotions, reflecting on the immense labor, hardship, and 
poverty through which the Temple was built, thereby strengthening himself to be scrupulous in 
the service of God, lest he squander the toil of his ancestors. Through the reading of Chronicles, 
he delights his mind with stories, battles, and the varied events of history. And by engaging his 
thoughts with these three—with wisdom, compassion, and delight—sleep will flee from his eyes.

Boaz on Mishna Yoma (Tiferet Yisrael, 18th century)



Answer 1: Iyov is the subversive sequel to the Akeida

Subversive sequel: Later biblical stories intentionally parallel,
comment on, and sometimes subvert (or undermine) earlier
narratives, ultimately presenting a progressive evolution of biblical
attitudes.



Avraham and Iyov

Breishit 22:21-22

ָ֣֙הַדְּ֙אַחֲרֵי֙ יוַיְה ֹ֗֙ ֙רלֵאמ ֑֙םלְאַבְרָהָּ֖֙דגַ֥֙ויַּ֙ הלֶ֙הָאֵֹ֔֙יםבָר  לְכָ֥֙היָלְדִָּ֨֙הנֵַ֠֙ה ַ֠ ֻ֛֙המ  ּ֖֙בָ֙ואגַם־ה  ֙לְנָח֥וֹריםנ  ֵֽ ׃יךָאָח 

וֹבְ֙ע֥וּץאֶת־ רּ֖ ֑֙וּזב ּ֣וְאֶת־כ  ֥֙לוְאֶת־קְמוּאֵּ֖֙יואָח  ׃םאֲרֵָֽ֙יאֲב 

וֹדש ּ֣כ  ּ֣וְאֶת־ דְלָ֑֙שלְדָּּ֖֙וְאֶת־פ֙ וְאֶת־חֲזֹ֔ ׃לתוּאֵֵֽ֙בְ֙תוְאֵּ֖֙ףוְאֶת־י 

Iyov 1:1; 1:17: 32:2

ֻ֛֙ יָּ֣֙ע֖וּץרֶץבְאֵֶֽ֙ההָיָ֥֙ישא  מ֑וֹשְ֙וֹבא 

וֹד ֙הלֹשָָ֣֙שְ֙מוּשָָ֣֙יםד  ּ֣ש ּ֣כ ּ֣אמַר֙ ויַּ֙ אבָָ֣֙וְזֶה ֙רמְדַבֵֹ֗֙הזֶָ֣֙׀עָ֣ ַֽיםרָאש ֹ֗ וּפְשְ֙יּ֙ וֵַֽ וּםקָּ֙ויַּ֙ ים֙ מַל֙ הַגְ֙עַלטַ֤ וְאֶתחֹ֔

ּ֖֙הַנְ֙ כָ֣֙יםעָר  י֙וּה  רֶבחָ֑֙לְפ 

ַ֤֙ וּא׀ףאִַּ֨֙חַרויַּ  יהָ֣ י ּ֣לרַכְאֵָ֣֙בַ֙בֶןאֱל  בוּז  מ֙ ה  תחַ ֙פַ֙ שְ֙מ 



Avraham and Iyov

Breishit 22:12

ַֽחלַַ֤֙שְ֙אַל־ת ֙אמֶרוַיּ ֹ֗֙ וֹעַשוְאַל־תַ֥֙עַראֶל־הַנַֹ֔֙דְךָ֙ יֵָֽ ָ֣֙מְא֑וּמָהלּ֖ ֵֽ֙יעְת ֙ידַָֹ֗֙העַתָָ֣֙׀יכ  ר  ּ֣יכ  ים ּ֣א־י  כְתָ֙חָשַֻ֛֙אוְל ֥֙התָ֙אַֹ֔֙אֱלֹה 

ידְךָּ֖֙נְךָ֥֙אֶת־ב֙  מֵֶֽ֙אֶת־יְח  ׃ינ֙ מ 

“Do not raise your hand against the boy, or do anything to him. For now I know that 

you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your favored one, from Me.”

Iyov 1:1

ֻ֛֙ וּץבְאֵֶֽ֙ההָיָ֥ישא  יָּ֣֙רֶץ־עּ֖ ָ֣֙׀הוְהָיָָ֣מ֑וֹשְ֙וֹבא  וּאישהָא  ּ֣֥רוְישָָֻ֛֙םתָ֙ הַהֹ֗ יר  ּ֣֖או  ׃עמֵרֵָֽ֙רוְסָ֥֙יםאֱלֹה 

There was a man in the land of Uz named Job. That man was blameless and upright; 

he feared God and shunned evil.



Avraham and Iyov 

Breishit 18:27

נֵ֙ראמַ֑֙ויַּ֙ םאַבְרָהָּ֖֙עַןויַַּ֥֙ נָֹ֔֙רלְדַבֵָ֣֙י֙ לְת ֙הוֹאַ֙ אה־נַָ֤֙ה  ּ֖֙יאֶל־אֲד  כ  רוָא  ּ֣רעָפָּ֣֥יוְאָנ  ׃פ 

Abraham spoke up, saying, “Here I venture to speak to my Sovereign, I who am 

but dust and ashes:

Iyov 42:6

חַ֑֙סאֶמְאַָ֣֙ןעַל־כֵ ֙ רוָא  ּ֣רעָפָּ֣֥עַל־ימְת ֙וְנ  {פ}׃פ 

Therefore, I recant and relent,

Being but dust and ashes.



Avraham and Iyov - Sanhedrin 89b

Satan said before the Holy One, Blessed be He: Master of the Universe, this 

old man, you favored him with a product of the womb, i.e., a child, at one 

hundred years of age. From the entire feast that he prepared, did he not have

even one dove or one pigeon to sacrifice before You as a thanks-offering? 

God said to Satan: Did Abraham prepare the feast for any reason but for his 

son? If I say to him: Sacrifice your son before Me, he would immediately 

slaughter him. Immediately, after these matters, the verse states: “And God 

tried Abraham.”



Iyov’s responses 1:21; 3:3; 18:7

אמֶרֹּ֩֙ םויַּ ֹּ֩ יעָר ִּ֨ ת  טֶןיצָָָ֜ בֶָ֣ ימ  מ ֹ֗ ם֙ א  וּבוְעָר  מָהאָשָ֣ הֹוָ השָֹ֔ ןי  יהֹוָ֖הנָת ַ֔ חו   ילָקָָ֑ ִ֛ ה  םי  ֥ הֹוָ֖הש  ךְ׃י  בֹרָ  מ 
He said, “Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return there; GOD has given, and 
GOD has taken away; blessed be GOD ’s name.”

אבַד וֹםי ָ֣ לֶדי  וָָּ֣ יְלָהב֑וֹא  רוְהַלַ֥ מַֹ֗ רָהאָָ֝ בֶר׃ה ָ֣ גֵָֽ
Perish the day on which I was born,
And the night it was announced,
“A male has been conceived!”

ן קה   ע   צ  מָסא  אחָָ֭  ֹ ל הו  ָ֑ עָנ  עא  וּ ַּ֗ ש  יןא ֲ֝ א   ט׃ו  פָ  ש  מ 
I cry, “Violence!” but am not answered;
I shout, but can get no justice.

Passive acceptance 

Anger 

Complaints about suffering



Hashem’s response 42:7

י רוַיְה ֹ֗ ראַחִַּ֨ בֶ  וָֻ֛הדּ  יםיְה  ֥ לֶהאֶת־הַדְּבָר  יּ֑וֹבהָאֵּ֖ אמֶראֶל־א  הויַּ ִּ֨ וָָ֜ זיְה  יפַָ֣ יאֶל־אֱל  ההַתֵימָנ ֹ֗ יחָרִָּ֨ ַ֤ בְךָ֙ אַפ 

שְנֵָ֣י יךָוּב  ירֵעֶֹ֔ אכ ַ֠ םל ָ֣ בַרְתֶ֥ האֵלַֻ֛יד  ינְכוֹנָּ֖ ֥ וֹב׃כְעַבְדּ  יֵּֽ   {ס}א 

After GOD had spoken these words to Job, GOD said to Eliphaz the Temanite, “I 

am incensed at you and your two friends, for you have not spoken the truth about 

Me as did My servant Job.



The subversive sequel

In its final verses, the book of Job overturns the Akedah’s messages of wordless compliance with God’s 

decrees. In this subversive sequel to the Akedah, God’s chosen is revealed to be not the most silent and 

subdued, but rather God’s most outspoken combatant.

Significantly, the defiant Job, no less than the submissive Abraham, ends his life with God’s stamp of 

approval, along with great blessings and personal contentment.

(Judy Klitsner, Subversive Sequels in the Bible, introduction)



The response to suffering - Iyov and Avraham

While the second ending of the book of Job is more naturally compatible with a modern mindset and 

its sophisticated philosophical constructs, the model of the first ending captures our attention on 

Rosh Hashana, when we read the story of the Akedah and hear the shofar that recalls the ram 

slaughtered in Isaac’s stead.

By design, the Jewish calendar offers a holiday whose recurring liturgical theme is God’s royal 

grandeur. On Rosh Hashana, we create our own crisis moment, in which we stand before God, in stark 

vulnerability, quite simply begging the Almighty to grant us another year of life. On Rosh Hashana, we 

are all Abraham at the Akedah and we are all Job in the eye of God’s sublime and mysterious storm.

(Judy Klitsner, Subversive Sequels in the Bible, introduction



Iyov’s submissive 

response and Avraham 

and the Akeida

Iyov’s 

challenging 

response

Rosh 

Hashana/Yamim 

Noraim

Tisha B’av

?



Eicha

Perek 1 - theological equilibrium

Perek 2 - lack of theological tranquility 

Perek 3 - how the individual copes with suffering 

Perek 4 - lack of theological tranquility

Perek 5 - theological equilibrium

Dr. Yael Zeigler, Lamentations, introduction



Eicha Chapter 3 

Pesukim 1 - 3 

ַ֤֙ וֹבֶטשֵּ֖֙בְ֙יעֳנ ֹ֔֙הרָאָָ֣֙בֶר֙ הַגֶ֙ יאֲנ       {ס}׃עֶבְרָתֵֽ

֥֙ וֹרךְשֶ֙ח ֥֙ךְלַּ֖֙ויַּ֙ גנָהַֻ֛֙יאוֹת       {ס}׃וְל א־אֵֽ

֥֙ךְאַָ֣֙ ֻ֛֙יב  וֹךְיהֲַפ ֥֙ביָש      {ס}׃וֹםל־הַיֵּֽ֙כׇּ֙יָדּ֖
I am the man who has known afflictionא

Under the rod of His wrath;

It is I who was driven on and on

In unrelieved darkness;

On none but me His hand descends

Again and again, without cease.

Complaints about suffering



Eicha Chapter 3 

Pasuk 24 

וָה֙ יסְדֵַ֤֙חֵַֽ֙ ָ֣֙יְה  ֙יכ  וּיכ ֥֙מְנוּל א־תָֹ֔      {ס}׃יורַחֲמֵָֽ֙ל א־כָלּ֖

,The kindness of GOD has not endedח

And God’s mercies are not spent.

Faith - acceptance 



Eicha Chapter 3 

Pesukim 43 - 45

     {ס}׃לְתָ֙חָמֵָֽ֙אל ֥֙גְתָ֙הָרַּ֖֙נוּפֵֹ֔֙רְדְּ֙ת ֙וֵַֽ֙בָאַף֙ וֹתָהסַכַ֤֙

וֹרךְלָֹ֔֙עָנָן֙ בֵֶֽ֙וֹתָהסַכַ֤֙ לֵָֽ֙תְ֙מֵעֲבּ֖      {ס}׃הפ 

 ֙ וֹסיסְח  ֵֽ֙רֶבקֶ֥֙בְ֙נוּימֵּ֖֙ש ֙תְ֙וּמָאֻ֛       {ס}׃יםהָעַמ 

,You have clothed Yourself in anger and pursued usס

You have slain without pity.

You have screened Yourself off with a cloud,

That no prayer may pass through.

You have made us filth and refuse

In the midst of the peoples.

Anger 



Iyov’s responses 1:21; 3:3; 18:7

אמֶרֹּ֩֙ םויַּ ֹּ֩ יעָר ִּ֨ ת  טֶןיצָָָ֜ בֶָ֣ ימ  מ ֹ֗ ם֙ א  וּבוְעָר  מָהאָשָ֣ הֹוָ השָֹ֔ ןי  יהֹוָ֖הנָת ַ֔ חו   ילָקָָ֑ ִ֛ ה  םי  ֥ הֹוָ֖הש  ךְ׃י  בֹרָ  מ 
He said, “Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return there; GOD has given, and 
GOD has taken away; blessed be GOD ’s name.”

אבַד וֹםי ָ֣ לֶדי  וָָּ֣ יְלָהב֑וֹא  רוְהַלַ֥ מַֹ֗ רָהאָָ֝ בֶר׃ה ָ֣ גֵָֽ
Perish the day on which I was born,
And the night it was announced,
“A male has been conceived!”

ן קה   ע   צ  מָסא  אחָָ֭  ֹ ל הו  ָ֑ עָנ  עא  וּ ַּ֗ ש  יןא ֲ֝ א   ט׃ו  פָ  ש  מ 
I cry, “Violence!” but am not answered;
I shout, but can get no justice.

Passive acceptance 

Anger 

Complaints about suffering



The same three moves — now in motion

Iyov:  Passive acceptance  →  Anger  →  Complaint

Eicha 3:  Suffering  →  Faith  →  Anger  →  Direct address

The anger becomes prayer.



Eicha Perek 3 

Pasuk 59

יתָה ַ֤ וָה֙ רָא  ייְה  תָת ֹ֔ העַוָָּ֣ פְטָּ֖ י׃שׇּ ֵֽ שְפָט       {ס}מ 

You have seen, O ETERNAL One, the wrong done me;

Oh, vindicate my right!



Yom Kippur - can my relationship with Hashem survive sin 

Tisha B’av - can my relationship with Hashem survive suffering 



Iyov Ezra Divrei Hayamim

Strength of  

building

Joy of historySteps toward 

relationship 

repair



The Joke



May we merit a Geula Shleima
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