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A joke?

Then My anger will flare up against them, and | will abandon
them and hide My countenance from them. They shall be
ready prey; and many evils and troubles shall befall them.
And they shall say on that day, “Surely it is because our God
is not in our midst that these evils have befallen us.”

Yet | will keep My countenance hidden on that day, because
of all the evil they have done in turning to other gods.

Devarim 31:16-17 (Parshat Vayelech)
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What can | learn on Tisha B’av?
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However, one may read from a place in the Bible that he is unaccustomed to reading, as it will be difficult for
him and he will not derive pleasure from it, and he may likewise study from a place of the Talmud that he is
unaccustomed to studying. And one may read from the book of Lamentations; from the book of Job; and
from the evil matters in Jeremiah, i.e., his prophecies of doom. And schoolchildren interrupt their studies for
the day because it is stated: “The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart” (Psalms 19:9).

Taanit 30a



What does the Kohen Gadol learn on Yom Kippur?
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They kept him occupied throughout the night to prevent him from sleeping. If he was a scholar, he would teach Torah. If he was not a
scholar, Torah scholars would teach Torah before him. And if he was accustomed to read the Bible, he would read; and if he was
not, they would read the Bible before him. And what books would they read before him to pique his interest so that he would not fall
asleep? They would read from Job, and from Ezra, and from Chronicles. Zekharya, son of Kevutal, says: Many times | read
before him from the book of Daniel.

Mishna Yoma 1:6



Why is lyov an a chosen book of study for both Tisha B’av and Yom Kippur?



Why these books specifically on Yom Kippur?
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For through the reading of Job, he stirs his mind to wonder about profound questions. Through the
reading of Ezra, he softens his heart and emotions, reflecting on the immense labor;, hardship, and
poverty through which the Temple was built, thereby strengthening himself to bé scrupulous in
the service of God, lest he squander the toil of his ancestors. Through the reading of Chronicles,
he delights his mind with stories, battles, and the varied events of history. And by engaging his
thoughts with these three—with wisdom, compassion, and delight—sleep will flee from his eyes:

Boaz on Mishna Yoma (Tiferet Yisrael, 18th century)



Answer 1: lyov is the subversive sequel to the Akeida

Subversive sequel: Later biblical stories intentionally parallel,
comment on, and sometimes subvert (or undermine). earlier

narratives, ultimately presenting a progressive evolution of biblical
attitudes. |



Avraham and lyov
Breishit 22:21-22
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lyov 1:1; 1:17: 32:2
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Avraham and lyov

Breishit 22:12

ny

*3

N71 DR DX XD VT DRV D IND §7 YRR WD TIX T N2URTIR N

AN QTN 712 NN
“Do not raise your hand against the boy, or do anything to him. For now | know that
you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your favored one, from Me.”

lyov 1:1
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There was a man in the land of Uz named Job. That man was blameless and upright;
he feared God and shunned evil.



Avraham and lyov

Breishit 18:27
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Abraham spoke up, saying, “Here | venture to speak to my Sovereign, | who am
but dust and ashes:

lyov 42:6
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Therefore, | recant and relent,
Being but dust and ashes.



Avraham and lyov - Sanhedrin 89b

Satan said before the Holy One, Blessed be He: Master of the Universe, this
old man, you favored him with a product of the womb, i.e., a child, at one
hundred years of age. From the entire feast that he prepared, did he not have
even one dove or one pigeon to sacrifice before You as a thanks-offering?
God said to Satan: Did Abraham prepare the feast for any reason but for his
son? If | say to him: Sacrifice your son before Me, he would immediately
slaughter him. Immediately, after these matters, the verse states: “And God
tried Abraham.”



lyov’'s responses 1:21; 3:3; 18:7
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He said, “Naked came | out of m
GOD has taken away; blessed b

Passive acceptance
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Perish the day on which | was born
And the night it was announced,

“A male has been conceived!”

Complaints about suffering
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| cry, “Violence!” but am not answg
| shout, but can get no justice.

Anger
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Hashem’s response 42.7
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After GOD had spoken these words to Job, GOD said to Eliphaz the Temanite, “I
am incensed at you and your two friends, for you have not spoken the truth about
Me as did My servant Job. ' "



The subversive sequel

In its final verses, the book of Job overturns the Akedah’s messages of wordless compliance with God’s
decrees. In this subversive sequel to the Akedah, God’s chosen is revealed to be not the most silent and

subdued, but rather God’s most outspoken combatant.

Significantly, the defiant Job, no less than the submissive Abraham, ends his life with God’s stamp of

approval, along with great blessings and personal contentment.

(Judy Klitsner, Subversive Sequels in the Bible, introduction)



The response to suffering - lyov and Avraham

While the second ending of the book of Job is more naturally compatible with a modern mindset and
its sophisticated philosophical constructs, the model of the first ending captures our attention on

Rosh Hashana, when we read the story of the Akedah and hear the shofar that recalls the ram

slaughtered in Isaac’s stead.

By design, the Jewish calendar offers a holiday whose recurring liturgical theme is God’s royal
grandeur. On Rosh Hashana, we create our own crisis moment, in which we stand before God, in stark
vulnerability, quite simply begging the Almighty to grant us another year of life. On Rosh Hashana, we

are all Abraham at the Akedah and we are all Job in the eye of God’s sublime and mysterious storm.

(Judy Klitsner, Subversive Sequels in the Bible, introduction



lyov’s submissive
response and Avraham
and the Akeida

Rosh
Hashana/Yamim
Noraim

lyov’s
challenging
response’ ,,r"'J L

Tisha B'av



Eicha

Perek 1 - theological equilibrium

Perek 2 - lack of theological tranquility

Perek 3 - how the individual copes with suffering

Perek 4 - lack of theological tranquility

Perek 5 - theological equilibrium

Dr. Yael Zeigler, Lamentations, introduction




Eicha Chapter 3

Pesukim 1 -3

x|l am the man who has known affliction
Under the rod of His wrath;

Itis | who was driven on and on

In unrelieved darkness;

On none but me His hand descends
Again and again, without cease.
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Complaints about suffering




Eicha Chapter 3

Pasuk 24

}

nThe kindness of GOD has not ended,

And God’s mercies are not spent.
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Faith - acceptance




Eicha Chapter 3

Pesukim 43 - 45

oYou have clothed Yourself in anger and purst
You have slain without pity.

You have screened Yourself off with a cloud,
That no prayer may pass through.

You have made us filth and refuse
In the midst of the peoples.

Anger




lyov’'s responses 1:21; 3:3; 18:7
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He said, “Naked came | out of m
GOD has taken away; blessed b

Passive acceptance
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Perish the day on which | was born
And the night it was announced,

“A male has been conceived!”

Complaints about suffering
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| cry, “Violence!” but am not answg
| shout, but can get no justice.

Anger
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The same three moves — now in motion

lyov: Passive acceptance — Anger — Complaint

S

Eicha 3: Suffering — Faith — Anger — Direct address

The anger becomes prayer.



Eicha Perek 3

Pasuk 59
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You have seen, O ETERNAL One, the wrong done me;
Oh, vindicate my right!
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lyov Ezra Divrei Hayamim

Steps toward — Strength of — Joy of history

relationship building
repair
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