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Avivah Gottlieb Zornberg, Bewilderments: Reflections on the Book of Numbers, p. 3

"The book of Numbers is the narrative of a great failure. That is, at least, one
view of the book. What should have been a brief journey from Mount Sinai to
the Holy Land becomes a forty-year death march. The story of the Spies brings
down God's anger upon the people; this divine anger, even when mitigated by
Moses' prayer, is expressed in the decree of an endless journey: for this

generation, its only end will be in the sands..."”



PART 1- CH. 1-10
The Perfect Plan

Israel organized & consecrated at

Sinai

3-4

10

Census of all twelve tribes

Tribes arranged around
the Tabernacle

Levites counted &
assigned duties

Nazirite vow; priestly
blessing

Twelve leaders dedicate
the altar

Pesach Sheni; the guiding
cloud

Silver trumpets; Israel
departs Sinai

SEFER BAMIDBAR - BOOK OF NUMBERS

PART 2 - CH. 11-19
When Reality Hits

Complaint, crisis & catastrophe in

the desert
1 Complaints; the quail
plague

12 Miriam criticizes Moses;
tzara'at

13 Twelve spies sent into
Canaan

14 Spies' bad report; 40-year
decree

16 Korach's rebellion; earth
swallows rebels

17 Aaron's staff blossoms

19 The Red Heifer (Parah
Adumah)

PART 3 - CH. 20-36
Road to the Promised
Land

Losses, victories & preparations for
Canaan

20 Miriam dies; Moses strikes
the rock; Aaron dies

21 Fiery serpents; defeats
Sichon & Og

22-24 Balak hires Balaam;
Balaam blesses Israel

25 Sin of Baal Peor; Pinchas's
zealotry

26 Second census of the new
generation

27 Daughters of Zelophehad;
Joshua appointed

35 Cities of refuge (Arei
Miklat)



Bamidbar 10-11

They marched from the mountain of the LORD a distance of three days.
The Ark of the Covenant of the LORD traveled in front of them on that
three days’ journey to seek out a resting place for them; and the LORD’s
cloud kept above them by day, as they moved on from camp. When the Ark
was to set out, Moses would say: Advance, O LORD! May Your enemies be
scattered, And may Your foes flee before You! And when it halted, he
would say: Return, O LORD, You who are Israel’s myriads of thousands!
11: 1: The people took to complaining bitterly before the LORD. The LORD
heard and was incensed: a fire of the LORD
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Talmud Bavli Shabbat 115b-116a

The Rabbis taught: "And it was when the Ark traveled and Moses
said..." - The Holy One, Blessed be He, made signs for this portion above
and below, to say that this is not its place. Rabbi says: It is not for this
reason, but rather because it is considered an important book by itself.
According to whom is that which Rabbi Shmuel bar Nachman said that
Rabbi Yonatan said: "She carved her seven pillars” - these are the seven
books of Torah? According to whom? According to Rabbi. Who is the
tanna who disagrees with Rabbi? Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel. As it
was taught: Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says: This portion is destined
to be uprooted from here and written in its place. And why was it
written here? In order to separate between the first punishment and the
second punishment. What is the second punishment? "And the people
were like complainers..." The first punishment? "And they traveled
from the mountain of God" - and Rabbi Chama bar Rabbi Chanina said:
That they turned away from following God. And where is its place? Rav
Ashi said: In the flags.

'n;mg.;a "IN IR T1RT VI0I2 V0N 127 10
WYY 72YN7M NP0 RIT N2 WITRD A7 Ay iT
,Tf:{ R QW 1 K2 IR 27 .Anipn 71 PRY niR
N7 KT TR22.7289 *392 KA 21077 190 397 RPN
TIRTT 03T V20 VN TRTI 02 PRIMY "3 TN
N2 — 271700 90 YW PR, IYI TRy

13 TWRW 131 — 207 7728 1797 30 X203
PV 2R 703 13 TR 127 :X0107 KT X070
921 -mRIPR3 202N W RPN T YR ATy
MR MIYD T3 P 057 VT — N2 703
Y — RO RD Y NIYTe I My ey
007 WP — MWK MIYIID "D03IRNNI Oy
STVIRR IPY XA U2 R O N,
072372 W 20N 2ipn 17




Bamidbar 11: 4-8

(4) The rabble that was among them had a strong
craving; and the people of Israel also wept again, and
said, "Who will give us meat to eat?" (5) "We remember
the fish we ate in Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the
melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic. (6) But now
our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but
this manna to look at." (7) Now the manna was like
coriander seed, and its appearance like that of bdellium.
(8) The people went about and gathered it, and ground it
in mills or beat it in mortars, and boiled it in pots, and
made cakes of it; and the taste of it was like the taste of
cakes baked with oil.
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Rashi Bamidbar 11:4

932 11798° " WHO SHALL GIVE US FLESH TO EAT? —
But did they not have flesh? Has it not been already
stated, (Exodus 12:38) “and a mixed multitude went
up with them and flocks and herds, [even very much
cattle]”?! If you say, “They had already eaten them”,
then I reply, “Butis it not stated at a later period,
when they were about to enter the Land, (Numbers
32:1), “Now the children of Reuben had cattle in a very
great multitude”? But the truth is that they were only
seeking a pretext (Sifrei Bamidbar 86).
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Rashi Bamibar 11:7, 8

7A Y712 727 AND THE MANNA WAS AS CORIANDER SEED — He who
said that (the previous verse) did not say this: Israel said, “our eyes
are only on this manna”, but the Holy One, blessed be He had it
written in the Torah, and the manna was like coriander seed” — as
much as to say “See, ye people of the world, about what My sons
were complaining, whilst as a matter of fact the manna is excellent
in so many different ways!” (Sifrei Bamidbar 88).

A1 2°1721100Y AND THE PEOPLE GROUND IT WITH MILL STONES
[OR POUNDED IT IN THE MORTAR, AND BAKED IT IN PANS| — As a
matter of fact it (the manna) never went into a mill, nor a pot, nor a
mortar, but its taste changed, according to one’s desire, into that of
ground or pounded or cooked grain (Sifrei Bamidbar 89).
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Rashi Numbers 13:2

7% now SEND THEE (more lit., for thyself) — i.e. according
to your own judgement: I do not command you, but if you
wish to do so send them. — God said this because the
Israelites came to Moses and said. “We will send men before
us etc.”, as it is said, (Deuteronomy 1:22): “And you
approached me, all of you, [saying, We will send men, etc.]”,
and Moses took counsel with the Shechinah (the Lord),
whereupon He said to them, I have told them long ago that
it (the land) is good, as it is said, (Exodus 3:17): “I will bring
you up out of the affliction of Egypt ... [unto a land flowing
with milk and honey]”. By their lives! I swear that I will give
them now an opportunity to fall into error through the
statements of the spies, so that they should not come into
possession of it (the land) (Sotah 34b; cf. also Rashi on
Sotah 34b:8 7y and Midrash Tanchuma, Sh'lach 5).
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Bamidbar 11:6 Ramban

BUT NOW OUR SOUL IS DRIED AWAY. This means that because of their many
desires their temperaments had become heated and then dried up, as Onkelos
translates it [“but now our soul is lusting”]. Or it may be that [they meant
that| our soul is dried away because there is nothing with which to moisten it,
since food produces [essential] liquids in the body which satisfy the soul. And
they said, we have nought save this manna ‘to look to,’ meaning that even the
food [i.e., the manna] on which we live is not in our possession so that our soul
can be nourished and satisfied with it; but we desire it and look to it [i.e., we
are dependent upon it] at all times, in anticipation that it will come to us; thus
we have nothing at all save our hope for the manna. They thus gave expression
to the known proverb: “One cannot compare a person who has bread in his
basket with one who does not have bread in his basket.” Therefore Scripture
tells how many qualities the manna had, stating that its taste was as the taste of
a cake baked with oil, thus declaring that the souls of those who ate it did not
dry up, for it [the manna] supplied the body with the [essential] liquids and
kept it satisfied, and the souls of those who ate it were like a watered garden and
like a spring of water.

DYV DRONIY — WY NWRI Oy
ORI 1272, AW NIRRT 21
X . (":R7 72772 HY 0191 01AN)

2, ANIR 2727 92 72 X °2 W2 WD)
W3T W1 332 NinT 7o 2K
PORY — WY 127 2R 092 1IN
T2 APR 20701 WK I

22X ,12 Y2 YT MY Ay

32 ,NY 222 PHRI1PY R 7 mIRND3
NP0IR N2 93 1R 371 17 K2 2R3
IR (7Y RIA) YIT OWRT MR 0
no 12 PRY 07 1902 ND T2 WY n i
TR ,1%2 NiPYR 73 21027 199 1902
W32 THI? TV T o3 inyuy
S I9022 RO, W20 KD PIOIR
OO0 R¥I 13 PRI WO I




Bamibar 16
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Now Korah, son of Izhar son of Kohath son of Levi, betook himself,™® along with Dathan and Abiram sons of
Eliab, and On son of Peleth—descendants of Reuben®—
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to rise up against Moses, together with two hundred and fifty Israelites, chieftains of the community, chosen in the
assembly, men of repute.
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They combined against Moses and Aaron and said to them, “You have gone too far! For all the community are
holy, all of them, and the LORD is in their midst. Why then do you raise yourselves above the LORD’s
congregation?”
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And a fire went forth from the LORD and consumed the two hundred and fifty men offering the incense.



Netziv, Commentary to Bamidbar 16:1
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Bamidbar 1:1 Rashi

3 WA MR ... °1°0 72712 .02 AND [THE LORD] SPOKE [UNTO MOSES] IN

THE DESERT OF SINAI ... ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE [SECOND] MONTH ... IR N3 WTIAD TN O190 927R3 937
[TAKE YE THE SUM OF ALL THE CONGREGATION] etc. — Because they were WY — AYY 72 DNiX MR 1197 1020
dear to him, He counts them every now and then: when they went forth from TR VT2 T 2392 179391 T8I D1
Egypt He counted them (Exodus 12:37), when many of them fell in O¥IR D2 INPIY NI XawD ,0nian
consequence of their having worshipped the golden calf He counted them to DRI MR TR 12WRT ORI 10732 TN

ascertain the number of those left (cf. Rashi Exodus 30:16); when he was about
to make His Shechinah dwell amongst them (i. e. when He commanded them
to make a Tabernacle), He again took their census; for on the first day of Nisan
the Tabernacle was erected (Exodus 40:2) and shortly afterwards, on the first
day of Iyar, He counted them.




The Rabbis taught: "And it was when the Ark traveled
and Moses said..." - The Holy One, Blessed be He, made
signs for this portion above and below, to say that this is
notits place. Rabbi says: It is not for this reason, but
rather because it is considered an important book by
itself. According to whom is that which Rabbi Shmuel
bar Nachman said that Rabbi Yonatan said: "She carved
her seven pillars" - these are the seven books of Torah?
According to whom? According to Rabbi. Who is the
tanna who disagrees with Rabbi? Rabban Shimon ben
Gamliel. As it was taught: Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel
says: This portion is destined to be uprooted from here
and written in its place. And why was it written here? In
order to separate between the first punishment and the
second punishment. What is the second punishment?
"And the people were like complainers..." The first
punishment? "And they traveled from the mountain of
God" - and Rabbi Chama bar Rabbi Chanina said: That
they turned away from following God. And where is its
place? Rav Ashi said: In the flags.
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Yirmiyahu 2:2

IR TR 2T

The word of the LORD came to me, saying,
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Go proclaim to Jerusalem: Thus said the LORD:
[ accounted to your favor
The devotion of your youth,
Your love as a bride—
How you followed Me in the wilderness,

In a land not sown.



Hoshea Chapter 1

When the LORD first spoke to Hosea, the LORD said to Hosea, FITD--00 I 7PN DO NYR T7TIR 17 YWIRTOR A1 nKRM
“Go, get yourself a wife of whoredom and children of whoredom; RP ,ﬁb MR N2 7?91 ,TIW IMY L R YIRD TN
for the land will stray from following the LORD.”...She conceived XWI™3--98° N2-NN ONN 79 PO K9 °D Tan XD Any

again and bore a daughter; and He said to him, “Name her Lo-ruhamah; _
for I will no longer accept the House of Israel or pardon them. e Dﬂ? RPN




Hoshea 2:1-3

(1) The number of the people of Israel shall be like the sand of the
sea, which cannot be measured or counted; and in the place where it
was said to them, "You are not my people,” it shall be said to them,
"Children of the living God." (2) The people of Judah and the people
of Israel shall be gathered together, and they shall appoint for
themselves one head; and they shall go up from the land, for great
shall be the day of Jezreel. (3) Say to your brothers, "My people," and

to your sisters, "She has obtained mercy."
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Hoshea 2:4-15

(4) Plead with your mother, plead—for she is not my wife, and I am not her husband—that she put
away her harlotry from her face, and her adultery from between her breasts; (5) Lest I strip her
naked and make her as in the day she was born, and make her like a wilderness, and set her like a dry
land, and slay her with thirst. (6) Upon her children also I will have no mercy, because they are
children of harlotry. (7) For their mother has played the harlot; she that conceived them has acted
shamefully; for she said, "I will go after my lovers, who give me my bread and my water, my wool
and my flax, my oil and my drink." (8) Therefore I will hedge up her way with thorns; and I will build
a wall against her, so that she cannot find her paths. (9) She shall pursue her lovers, but not overtake
them; and she shall seek them, but shall not find them. Then she shall say, "I will go and return to
my first husband, for it was better with me then than now." (10) She did not know that it was I who
gave her the grain, the wine, and the oil, and who lavished upon her silver and gold which they used
for Baal. (11) Therefore I will take back my grain in its time, and my wine in its season; and I will take
away my wool and my flax, which were to cover her nakedness. (12) Now I will uncover her
lewdness in the sight of her lovers, and no one shall rescue her from my hand. (13) I will put an end
to all her mirth, her feasts, her new moons, her sabbaths, and all her appointed feasts. (14) I will lay
waste her vines and her fig trees, of which she said, "These are my hire, which my lovers have given
me." I will make them a forest, and the beasts of the field shall devour them. (15) I will punish her for
the feast days of the Baals when she burned incense to them and decked herself with her ring and

jewelry, and went after her lovers, and forgot me, says the Lord.
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Hoshea 2:16-22

(16) Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak tenderly
to her. (17) There I will give her her vineyards, and make the Valley of Achor a door of hope.
There she shall respond as in the days of her youth, as at the time when she came out of the
land of Egypt. (18) On that day, says the Lord, you will call me, "My husband," and no longer
will you call me, "My Baal." (19) I will remove the names of the Baals from her mouth, and they
shall be mentioned by name no more. (20) I will make for you a covenant on that day with the
beasts of the field, the birds of the air, and the creeping things of the ground; and I will abolish
the bow, the sword, and war from the land; and I will make you lie down in safety. (21) I will
betroth you to me forever; I will betroth you to me in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast
love, and in mercy. (22) I will betroth you to me in faithfulness; and you shall know the Lord.
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