Finding the Courage to Confront: A Closer
Look at Yaakov’s Lifelong Struggle to
Become Yisrael (Parsha Shiur for Torah in
Motion on Parashat Vayishlach)

Jonny Gordon

The main text for tonight’s shiur is the Chumash!

Please make sure you have one handy, as we’ll be moving back and forth
through the narrative — from Parashat Toldot through Vayechi — while
exploring the arc of Yaakov’s life.

Below are supplementary sources (mefarshim, and midrashim) that we may
reference during the shiur. We won’t get to all of them inside, but feel free to
use them afterward to deepen and extend your learning!
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Rashi on Genesis 32:25:1

2V N1 AND YAAKOV WAS LEFT ALONE — He had forgotten some small
jars and he returned for them (Chullin 91a).
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Rashi on Genesis 32:25:2
R 22X AND A MAN WRESTLED —

Menachem (ben Seruk) explains: “a man covered himself with dust”, taking
the verb as connected in sense with PaX “dust”. It would mean that they were
raising the dust with their feet through their movements.

I, however, am of the opinion that it means “he fastened himself on”, and that
itis an Aramaic word, as (Sanhedrin 63b) “after they have joined (?°2R) it",
and (Menachot 42a) “and he twined (the “Fringes”) with loops”. It denotes
“intertwining”, for such is the manner of two people who make strong efforts
to throw each other — one clasps the other and twines himself round him
with his arms. Our Rabbis of blessed memory explained that he was Esav’s
guardian angel (Genesis Rabbah 77:3).
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Rashi on Genesis 32:27:2

°1n272 [EXCEPT] YOU BLESS ME — admit my right to the blessings which my
father gave me and to which Esav lays claim.
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Rashi on Genesis 32:29:1
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2PV K7 [YOUR NAME SHALL] NO MORE BE CALLED YAAKOV [BUT YISRAEL]
(literally, “not Yaakov — supplanting — shall any more be said to you”) — It
shall no longer be said that the blessings came to you through supplanting
and subtlety but through noble conduct (777%) and in an open manner.
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Rashi on Genesis 32:29:2
QWX o¥1 AND WITH MEN —Esav and Lavan.

N:179:275 MR DY o' awn

P13 92y 72797 NINX 717 M1127 1911903 - K17 712772 0P
..017WAN "IDn 1122 172 1730w 100 19792

Rashbam on Genesis 32:23:1

X777 712°92 09", he crossed the river at night because he intended to change
direction to avoid a meeting with Esav. We find that David did something
similar when he was fleeing from his son Avshalom...
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Rashbam on Genesis 32:25:1

172% 2p¥° N, after he had transferred all his belongings to the other side of
the river, so that the only one still to be brought across was he himself. The


https://www.sefaria.org/Rashi_on_Genesis.32.29.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Rashi_on_Genesis.32.29.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Rashbam_on_Genesis.32.23.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Rashbam_on_Genesis.32.23.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Rashbam_on_Genesis.32.25.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Rashbam_on_Genesis.32.25.1

reason that he wanted to cross only after everyone else had already crossed
was that he intended to flee in a different direction so as to avoid a face to face
encounter with Esav.
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Rashbam on Genesis 32:25:2

PaX™, an angel engaged him in a physical fight, his purpose being to prevent
Yaakov from fleeing. Only in this way could G’d’s promise to Yaakov that Esav
would not harm him be fulfilled.
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Rashbam on Genesis 32:26:1

19 912° X7 %), the angel did not succeed in preventing Yaakov from crossing and
fleeing.
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Rashbam on Genesis 32:29:1

As to the fact that in spite of his victory, Yaakov was injured in that struggle,
this was a punishment for his attempt to flee, in spite of his having been
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assured by G’d that He would help and protect him. We find other examples of
great people who pursue a path that does not conform with G’d’s will that as a
result they experience punishment for ignoring G’d’s will. As soon as Moshe
refused the mission and told G’d to send someone else, (Exodus 4,13) we find
that G’d became angry at him...
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Radak on Genesis 32:26:2

The entire episode must be viewed as a dream he had, even though on the
morrow he found himself limping. This was a sign from G’d, a reprisal of a
kind, for the doubts he had expressed about the various promises G’d had
made him. G’d now punished him by making him unable to rely on parts of his
body that he was in the habit of relying on. True, Yaakov trusted G’d with all
his heart, but he was in a constant state of worry that the promises he had
received would not come true due to some sin he had committed. Considering
that G’d’s promise had been repeated on different occasions, proving thatin
the interval Yaakov had not forfeited his claim to them, he should no longer
have doubted that G’d would not keep His promise for whatever reason. His
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servile behaviour towards Esav, including the many times he called him adoni,
“my lord,” implied a lack of trust in the validity of G’d’s promises to him.
Neither should he have sent him such an elaborate gift, nor should he have
prostrated himself before him repeatedly. By doing so he committed a sin and
G’d punished him in this life by afflicting his body, retribution already for
planning to do this. If you prefer, you may understand this story as something
taking place while Yaakov was awake but that he day dreamed the event and
that the man appeared to him in this dream but that was a figment of his
imagination... However, the difficulty with such an interpretation in our
example is the physical contact not only described in the narrative, but the
evidence of an injury sustained by Yaakov which could hardly have resulted
from some hallucinatory encounter. It is difficult to reconcile the Torah’s
historical note that in commemoration of Yaakov’s injury the Jewish people do
not eat the organ of an animal that corresponds to the one which was injured
in Yaakov’s body during that encounter.
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Bereshit Rabbah 77:2

Rabbi Chunya said: He appeared to him in the image of a herdsman; this one
had flocks and that one had flocks, this one had camels and that one had
camels. He said to him: 'Cross yours and then I will cross mine.' Yaakov crossed
his. He said: 'Let us return and see, whether, perhaps, we forgot something.'
When he returned, “a man wrestled with him.”
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The Rabbis say: He appeared to him as the leader of robbers; this one had
flocks and that one had flocks, this one had camels and that one had camels.
He said to him: 'Cross mine and I will cross yours.'
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Yalkut Shimoni on Torah 132:2

“‘And a man wrestled with him’ — some say it was Michael. Michael said to
him: ‘Look at what you have done to me, and I am one of the foremost
ministers — yet you are afraid of Esav?’”

217175 NYWRI2 Y R AN
IORIW? 0172 1727 .2pY? MY JRw R RP(R)

Ibn Ezra on Genesis 35:10

(1) YOUR NAME SHALL NOT BE CALLED ANYMORE YAAKOV. You shall no
longer be called only Jacob but also Israel.
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Jeremiah 9:3

Each of you, beware of your friend!

Trust not even your kinsfolk!
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For every sibling takes advantage,

Every friend deals basely.

Jonny Gordon
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