Maintaining Relationships:

MIZRACHI Arguing Policy without Delegitimizing the Person

Doron Perez
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We have explained (as it says in the Talmud, Tractate Yuma 9b) that the people of the Second Temple period were
righteous, pious, and also toiled in Torah learning. However, they were not straight in the ways of the world and with
their dealings with others. Thus, as a result of the baseless hatred in their hearts they suspected anyone who did not

act in accordance with their opinions of being a Sadducee and a heretic. As a result, they descended to murder and

other evils until eventually the Temple was destroyed

4. The Wars of the Jews by Josephus Flavius, Book 4, Chapter 6:2

But Vespasian replied, that they were greatly mistaken in what they thought fit to be done, as those that, upon the
theater, love to make a show of their hands, and of their weapons, but do it at their own hazard, without considering,
what was for their advantage, and for their security; for that if they now go and attack the city immediately, "they shall
but occasion their enemies to unite together, and shall convert their force, now it is in its height, against themselves.
But if they stay a while, they shall have fewer enemies, because they will be consumed in this sedition: that God acts
as a general of the Romans better than he can do, and is giving the Jews up to them without any pains of their own,
and granting their army a victory without any danger; that therefore it is their best way, while their enemies are
destroying each other with their own hands, and falling into the greatest of misfortunes, which is that of sedition, to sit
still as spectators of the dangers they run into, rather than to fight hand to hand with men that love murdering, and
are mad one against another.
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There were at that time in Jerusalem these three wealthy people: Nakdimon ben Guryon, ben Kalba Savua, and ben
Tzitzit HaKesat... These three wealthy people offered their assistance. One of them said to the leaders of the city: | will
feed the residents with wheat and barley. And one of them said to leaders of the city: | will provide the residents with
wine, salt, and oil. And one of them said to the leaders of the city: | will supply the residents with wood. The Gemara
comments: And the Sages gave special praise to he who gave the wood, since this was an especially expensive gift. As
Rav Hisda would give all of the keys [aklidei] to his servant, except for the key to his shed for storing wood, which he
deemed the most important of them all. As Rav Hisda said: One storehouse [akhleva] of wheat requires sixty
storehouses of wood for cooking and baking fuel. These three wealthy men had between them enough commodities to
sustain the besieged for twenty-one years.
There were certain zealots among the people of Jerusalem. The Sages said to them: Let us go out and make peace
with the Romans. But the zealots did not allow them to do this. The zealots said to the Sages: Let us go out and engage
in battle against the Romans. But the Sages said to them: You will not be successful. It would be better for you to wait
until the siege is broken. In order to force the residents of the city to engage in battle, the zealots arose and
burned down these storehouses [ambarei] of wheat and barley, and there was a general famine.
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Come and listen: Although Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel are in disagreement on the questions of rivals,
sisters, an old bill of divorce, a doubtful married woman, a woman whose husband had divorced and who
stayed with him overnight in an inn, money, valuebles, a peruta and the value of a peruta, Beit Shammai did
not nevertheless abstain from marrying women of the families of Beit Hillel, nor did Beit Hillel refrain from
marrying women of Beit Shammai. This is to teach you that they showed love and friendship towards one
another, thus put into practice the scriptural text “Therefore you should love truth and peace”.
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38. Aaron the kohen ascended Mount Hor at the L-rd's bidding and died there, on the first day of the fifth
month in the fortieth year of the children of Israel's exodus from Egypt. 39. Aaron was one hundred and
twenty three years old when he died at Mount Hor. 40. The Canaanite king of Arad, who dwelt in the south,
in the land of Canaan, heard that the children of Israel had arrived.
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