Facing our Communal Failures: The Imperative of

Tisha B’Av

Key Communal Shortcomings Identified by the Prophets - A Selection of Sources

A Society of the Powerful and the Powerless; The Vulnerable are Unprotected

Isaiah 10:2

To turn aside the needy from judgment, and to take
away the right from the poor of my people, that
widows may be their prey, and that they may rob the
fatherless!

Amos 5:11

Therefore, since you trample upon the poor, and take
from him exactions of wheat: you have built houses of
hewn stone, but you shall not dwell in them; you have
planted pleasant vineyards, but you shall not drink
wine of them.

Amos 5:23

Take away from me the noise of thy songs; for I will not
hear the melody of thy lutes. Butlet justice roll down
like waters, and righteousness like a mighty stream.

Jeremiah 7:6

if you oppress not the stranger, the fatherless, and the
widow, and shed not innocent blood in this place,
neither walk after other gods to your hurt:

Jeremiah 6:6-7

For thus says the Lord of hosts, Hew down trees, and
cast up a mound against Yerushalayim: this is the city
to be punished; there is oppression everywhere in the
midst of her. As a well keeps its water fresh, so she
keeps fresh her wickedness: violence and spoil, grief
and wounds, is heard in her before me continually.

Isaiah 3:15

What mean you by crushing my people to pieces, and
grinding the faces of the poor? says the Lord God of
hosts.
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Isaiah 1:15-17

And when you spread out your hands, I will hide my
eyes from you: even when you make many prayers, I
will not hear: your hands are full of blood...Learn to do
well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the
fatherless, plead for the widow.

Jeremiah 34:10-11

Now when all the princes, and all the people, who had
entered into the covenant, heard that every one should
let his manservant, and every one his maidservant, go
free, that none should enslave them any more, then
they obeyed, and let them go. But afterwards they
relapsed, and caused the servants and the handmaids,
whom they had let go free, to return, and brought
them into subjection for servants and for handmaids.

Isaiah 1:27

Ziyyon shall be redeemed with judgment, and those
that return to her with righteousness.

LUEES LA HA B i+ A B
1PX 1290 1279072 03 020 P D°RYR 02°92 D9
MWK VYN WIT AT ITR?... NP DPT DT, YRU
{0} MR 120 0N WY YRy

R/S-r:7r% Yy .8
uPX P 122 X3 09701 23T wnun
71y 03772y P77 DOWHN INGRYTNY LK) 1Ny
DOTIYNN I 127N AW AT W),
[1397](21w257) DOWHT 7Y WK NiNWITNY)

{p} :ninowy 0°723°

e A

TOUR VYRS 9
TRTER TR TR nawna 1R

Financial Gain More Valued Than Integrity

Jeremiah 22:17

But thou hast eyes and heart only for thy dishonest
gain, and for shedding innocent blood, and for
oppression, and for practising violence.

Jeremiah 6:13

For from the least of them even to the greatest of them
everyone is greedy for gain; and from the prophet even
to the priest everyone deals falsely.

Jeremiah 22:13-15

Woe to him that builds his house by unrighteousness,
and his chambers by injustice; that uses his
neighbour’s service without wages, and gives him not
for his hire;that says, I will build me a wide house with
large upper chambers, and he cuts him out windows;
and it is covered with rafters of cedar, and painted with
vermilion.Shalt thou reign, because thou dost compete
in cedar? did not thy father eat and drink, and do
judgment and justice, and then it was well with him?
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Hedonism, Ever Rising Social Standards, Conspicuous Consumption

Amos 4:1-2

Hear this word, you cows of Bashan, that are in the
mountain of Shomeron, who oppress the poor, who
crush the needy, who say to their lords, Bring, that we
may drink. The Lord God has sworn by his holiness,
that, lo, the days shall come upon you, when you will
be taken with hooks, and your remnant with
fishhooks.
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Isaiah 3:16

Moreover the Lord says, Because the daughters of
Ziyyon are haughty, and walk with outstretched necks
and ogling eyes, walking and mincing as they go, and
making a tinkling with their feet:...In that day the Lord
will take away the beauty of the anklets, and the
tiaras, and the necklaces, the eardrops, and the
bracelets, and the scarves, the bonnets, and the
armbands, and the belts, and the perfume boxes, and
the amulets, the rings, and nose ornaments,...the
gauze, and the fine linen, and the hoods, and the veils.

Isaiah 5:8-22

Woe to them that join house to house, that lay field to
field till there is no room, that you may dwell alone in
the midst of the earth!...Woe to them that rise up early
in the morning, that they may follow strong drink; that
continue until night, till wine inflame them! And the
lyre, and the lute, the tambourine, and pipe, and wine,
are in their feasts: but they regard not the work of the
Lord, neither consider the operation of his
hands....Woe to them that are mighty to drink wine,
and warriors to mingle strong drink:
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Pervasive Dishonesty Accepted as the Norm

Jeremiah 9:3-7

Take heed everyone of his neighbour, and trust not in
any brother: for every brother acts deceitfully, and
every neighbour goes about with slanders. And they
deceive everyone his neighbour, and do not speak the
truth: they have taught their tongue to speak lies, and
weary themselves to commit iniquity.Thy habitation is
in the midst of deceit; through deceit they refuse to
know me, says the Lord. Therefore thus says the Lord
of hosts, Behold, I will smelt them, and try them; for
how else shall I do for the daughter of my people?
Their tongue is a sharpened arrow; it speaks deceit:
one speaks peaceably to his neighbour with his mouth,
butin secret, sets him a trap.

Jeremiah 5:1

Run to and fro through the streets of Yerushalayim,
and see now, and know, and seek in its broad places, if
you can find a man, if there be any that does justice,
that seeks the truth; and I will pardon it.

Jeremiah 5:27

As a cage is full of birds, so are their houses full of
deceit: therefore they are become great, and grown
rich.
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Corruption of Courts and Decision Makers

Isaiah 5:23

who justify the wicked for a bribe, and take away the
righteousness of the righteous from him!
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Jeremiah 21:12

O house of David, thus says the Lord; Execute
judgment in the morning, and deliver the stolen from
the hand of the oppressor, lest my fury go forth like
fire, and burn so that none can quench it, because of
the evil of your doings.

Amos 5:12

For I know your many transgressions and your mighty
sins: you that afflict the just, that take a bribe, and turn
aside the poor at the gate.

Jeremiah 5:28

They are grown fat, and sleek: yea, they overpass in
deeds of wickedness: they judge not the cause of the
fatherless, that they may prosper; and the right of the
needy do they not judge.

Jeremiah 5:2

And though they say, As the Lord lives; surely they
swear falsely.

Amos 5:15

Hate the evil, and love the good, and establish justice
in the gate: it may be that the Lord God of hosts will be
gracious to the remnant of Yosef.

Jeremiah 4:2

and wilt swear, As the Lord lives, in truth, in judgment,
and in righteousness; then the nations shall bless
themselves in him, and in him shall they glory.
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Overreliance on Military Strength, Assumption of G-d’s Unconditional Protection

Jeremiah 7:4-14

Trust not in lying words, saying, The temple of the
Lord, The temple of the Lord, The temple of the Lord,
are these. ...Will you steal, murder, and commit
adultery, and swear falsely, and burn incense to the
Ba‘al, and walk after other gods whom you know
not;...Is this house, which is called by my name,
become a den of robbers in your eyes? Behold, I myself
have seen it, says the Lord...And now, because you have
done all these deeds, says the Lord, and though I spoke
to you, from morning till night, but you did not listen;
and I called you, but you did not answer; therefore will
I do to this house, which is called by my name, and in
which you trust, and to the place which I gave to you
and to your fathers, as I have done to Shilo.

Amos 3:2

You only have I known of all the families of the earth:
therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities.
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Jeremiah 21:13

Behold, I am against thee, O inhabitant of the valley, O
rock of the plain, says the Lord; who say, Who shall
come down against us? or who shall enter into our
habitations?

Jeremiah 27:12-14

I spoke also to Zidqiyya king of Yehuda according to all
these words, saying, Bring your necks under the yoke
of the king of Bavel, and serve him and his people, and
live...Therefore hearken not to the words of the
prophets that speak to you, saying, You shall not serve
the king of Bavel; for they prophesy a lie to you.

Jeremiah 5:17

And they shall eat up thy harvest, and thy bread, which
thy sons and thy daughters should eat: they shall eat
up thy flocks and thy herds: they shall eat up thy vines
and thy fig trees: they shall batter thy fortified cities,
wherein thou dost trust, with the sword.

MIRTD IR 28

DRRT MM ONI WORT WY PRy DAY TR R
rniafyna KiQ) Yy Ny

TIS-2M93D IR .29

TARY TRT 092707722 "NNAT AT TIN RTETN)
w1 DR 37291 2227770 Y3 D INTETIN W27

TARZ D28 DR DRI 277X WnwRTR).m)
1027 X323 07 W 02 732 TR NN TN X7

P TR 30
TR TINE 22K° 309323 32 199K AT TER 23X
7302 1Y AAK W TIX MW U TnIRm 7303 DN
2

Complacent; Prefer Feel-Good Messages, Reject “Divisive” Criticism

Jeremiah 2:35

Thou sayst, Because I am innocent, surely his anger has
turned from me. Behold, I will enter into judgment
with thee for saying, I have not sinned.

Isaiah 5:21

Woe to them that are wise in their own eyes, and
prudent in their own sight!

Jeremiah 8:8-9

How can you say, We are wise, and the Torah of the
Lord is with us? Surely, the pen wrought in vain, in
vain the scribes. The wise men are ashamed, they are
dismayed and taken: lo, they have rejected the word of
the Lord; theirs is not wisdom.

Amos 4:6-11

And I also have given you cleanness of teeth in all your
cities, and want of bread in all your places: yet you
have not returned to me, says the Lord. And I too have
withheld the rain from you, when there were yet three
months to the harvest: and I caused it to rain upon one
city, and caused it not to rain upon another city: one
piece was rained upon, and the piece whereupon it did
not rain, withered. So two or three cities wandered to
one city, to drink water; but they were not satisfied: yet
have you not returned to me, says the Lord.I have
smitten you with blasting and mildew: when your
gardens and your vineyards and your fig trees and your
olive trees increased, the cutting locust devoured them:
yet have you not returned to me, says the Lord. I have
sent among you the pestilence after the manner of
Mizrayim: your young men I have slain with the sword,
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and I have taken away your horses; and I have made
the stench of your camp to come up to your nostrils:
yet have you not returned to me, says the Lord. I have
overthrown some of you, as God overthrew Sedom and
Amora, and you were as a brand plucked out of the
burning: yet have you not returned to me, says the
Lord.

Jeremiah 29:8

For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Yisraiel; Let
not your prophets and your diviners, that are in the
midst of you, deceive you, neither hearken to the
dreams which you encourage them to dream. For they
prophesy falsely to you in my name: I have not sent
them, says the Lord.

Amos 5:10

They hate him who reproves in the gate, and they
abhor him that speaks uprightly.

Jeremiah 32:33

And they have turned their back to me, and not their
face: though I taught them, teaching them from
morning till night, yet they have not hearkened to
receive instruction.

Jeremiah 2:30

In vain have I smitten your children; they received no
correction: your own sword has devoured your
prophets, like a destroying lion.

Jeremiah 6:10

To whom shall I speak, and give warning, that they
may hear? behold, their ear is uncircumcised, and they
cannot hearken: behold, the word of the Lord is unto
them a reproach; they have no delightin it.

Jeremiah 14:13

Then said I, Ah, Lord God! behold, the prophets say to
them, You shall not see the sword, neither shall you
have famine; but I will give you assured peace in this
place.

Jeremiah 27:15

For I have not sent them, says the Lord; but they
prophesy a lie in my name; that I might drive you out,
and that you might perish, you, and the prophets that
prophesy to you.

Jeremiah 8:11

For they have healed the hurt of the daughter of my
people superficially, saying, Peace, peace; when there is
no peace.
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Amos 2:6-15 (See Below)

Thus says the Lord; For three transgressions of Yisraiel,
I will turn away his punishment, but for the fourth I
will not turn away his punishment; because they sold
the righteous for silver, and the poor for a pair of shoes;
that pant after the dust of the earth on the head of the
poor, and turn aside the way of the humble: and a man
and his father will go in to the same girl, to profane my
holy name: and they lay themselves down beside every
altar upon clothes taken in pledge, and they drink the
wine of the condemned in the house of their god. YetI
destroyed the Emori before them, whose height was
like the height of the cedars, and he was strong as the
oaks; yet I destroyed his fruit from above, and his roots
from beneath. Also I brought you up out of the land of
Mizrayim, and led you forty years through the
wilderness, to possess the land of the Emori. And I
raised up of your sons for prophets, and of your young
men for Nezirim. Is it not even thus, O you children of
Yisraiel? says the Lord. But you gave the Nezirim wine
to drink; and commanded the prophets, saying,
Prophesy not. Behold, I will press you down in your
place, as a cart presses down that is full of sheaves. So
the flight shall perish from the swift, and the strong
shall not retain his force, nor shall the mighty man
deliver himself: And he who is courageous among the
mighty shall flee away naked on that day, says the
Lord.
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Communal Leaders Corrupt or Focused on Non-Essentials

Isaiah 1:23

thy princes are rebellious, and companions of thieves:
every one loves bribes, and follows after rewards: they
judge not the fatherless neither does the cause of the
widow reach them.

Isaiah 1:10

Hear the word of the Lord, rulers of Sedom; give ear to
the Tora of our God, you people of "Amora.

Jeremiah 5:30-31

An appalling and horrible thing is committed in the
land; the prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests
bear rule by their means; and my people love to have it
so: and what will you do when the end of it comes?

Isaiah 10:1

Woe them that decree unrighteous decrees, and to the
writers that prescribe oppression.

Jeremiah 2:8

The priests said not, Where is the Lord? and they that
handle the Tora knew me not: the rulers also
transgressed against me, and the prophets prophesied
by the Ba'al, and walked after things that do not profit.
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Jeremiah 23:11

For both prophet and priest are hypocrites; even in my
house have I found their wickedness, says the Lord.

Jeremiah 32:32

because of all the evil of the children of Yisra’el and of
the children of Yehuda, which they have done to
provoke me to anger, they, their kings, their princes,
their priests, and their prophets, and the men of
Yehuda, and the inhabitants of Yerushalayim.

Isaiah 1:21

How is the faithful city become a harlot! it was full of
judgment; righteousness lodged in it; but now
murderers.Thy silver is become dross, thy wine is
mixed with water: And I will restore thy judges as at
the first, and thy counsellors as at the beginning:
afterwards thou shalt be called, The city of
righteousness, a faithful city.
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Brazen Violations of Torah Values

Jeremiah 5:3

..They have refused to receive correction: they have
made their faces harder than a rock; they have refused
to repent..

Jeremiah 2:34

Also in thy skirts is found the lifeblood of the innocent
poor: You were not found in the act of breaking in, but
outin the open.

Jeremiah 6:15

They should have been ashamed when they had
committed abomination; but they were not at all
ashamed, neither could they blush: therefore they shall
fall among the fallen: at the time that I punish them
they shall stumble, says the Lord.

Jeremiah 3:3

Therefore the showers have been withheld, and there
has been no latter rain; but thou didst have a harlot’s
countenance,, thou didst refuse to be ashamed.
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V'R-12 ORY

(6) They sell the innocent for silver, and [sell] the indigent for
shoes.

(nThey who trample into the dust of the earth the heads of
the lowly, and turn the pathway of the poor, and a man and
his father go to the maiden and so profane My holy Name.
®And on garments taken as security they stretch next to
each altar; and the wine of the punished they drink in the
house of their gods.
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was as the height of cedars, and strong he was like oaks; and I

(10)And I brought you up from the land of Mitzrayim, and I walked
you in the desert for forty years to inherit the land of the Emori.

(1) And I raised from among your sons prophets, and from among
your men, nezirim. Is this not true, Children of Israel?! says Hashem.

©Whereas I destroyed the Emori from before them, whose height X7 107 723 DUTIR A3 WK 077387 SRRITNR SATRYT Y3IX) (9)
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destroyed his fruit from above and his roots from below. miY o°yaIx TR
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(12You have caused the

upon the prophets you
have commanded saying,
do not utter prophecy.

nezirim to drink wine, and T 0TI
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(13)Behold, I am straining beneath you, as a wagon strains that is
overfull with sheaves.
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(14And flight will be lost to the swift,

and the powerful one will not fortify his strength,

and the warrior will not escape with his life.

(15And the archer will not stand still,

and the fleet of foot will not escape,

and the rider of horses will not escape with his life.
(16)And the bravest of heart among the warriors shall flee
naked on that day, says Hashem.
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