
Parshat Ekev: 
The Beautiful Land 

 

Seven that are Legend 
  ׃שׁבָֽדְוּ ןמֶשֶׁ֖ תיזֵ֥־ץרֶאֶֽ ןוֹמּ֑רְִו הנָ֖אֵתְוּ ןפֶגְֶ֥ו הרָֹ֔עשְׂוּ ה֙טָּחִ ץרֶאֶ֤

a land of wheat and barley, of vines, figs, and pomegranates, a land of olive trees 
and honey; (Devarim 8:8) 

 הרֶוֹאהָ וֹא םיתִיזֵ קסֵוֹמּהַ וֹא םירִמָתְּ רדֵוֹגּהַ וֹא םיבִָנעֲ רצֵוֹבּהַ וֹא תיִנטְקִ וֹא האָוּבתְּ רצֵוֹקּהַ ןכְֵו
)7:4 תבש תוכלה הרות הנשמ( .םיִנאֵתְּ  

What’s so Special About These Seven? 
Then their father Israel said to them, “If it must be so, do this: take some of the 
choice products of the land in your baggage, and carry them down as a gift for 
the man—some balm and some honey, gum, ladanum, pistachio nuts, and 
almonds (Bereshit 43:11) 

They took the bull that was given them; they prepared it, and invoked Baal by 
name from morning until noon, shouting, “O Baal, answer us!” But there was no 
sound, and no one who responded; so they performed a hopping dance about 
the altar that had been set up (Kings I 18:26) 

Precious Metals 
ֹתּ תֻ֙נכֵּסְמִבְ א֤� רשֶׁ֨אֲ ץרֶאֶ֗ ֹכּ רסַ֥חְתֶ־אֽ� םחֶלֶ֔ הּבָּ֣־לכַאֽ ֹצחְתַּ הָירֶ֖רָהֲמֵוּ לזֶ֔רְבַ הָינֶ֣בָאֲ רשֶׁ֣אֲ ץרֶאֶ֚ הּבָּ֑ ל֖  ב֥
ֹחְנ ׃תשֶֽׁ  

a land where you may eat food without stint, where you will lack nothing; a land 
whose rocks are iron and from whose hills you can mine copper. (Devarim 8:9) 

Iron is taken out of the earth, 
And copper smelted from rock. (Job 28:2)  

Broken and Whole 
ֹחלֻּהַ־לעַ בֹ֙תּכְאְֶו ֹחלֻּהַ־לעַ וּי֛הָ רשֶׁ֥אֲ םירִ֔בָדְּהַ־תאֶ֨ ת֔ ׃ןוֹרֽאָבָּ םתָּ֖מְשְַׂו תָּרְבַּ֑שִׁ רשֶׁ֣אֲ םינִֹ֖שׁארִהָ ת֥  

I will inscribe on the tablets the commandments that were on the first tablets that 
you smashed, and you shall deposit them in the ark. (Devarim 10:2) 

Rav Yosef fell ill and his studies were forgotten. Abaye restored his studies 
before him. This is the background for that which we say everywhere throughout 
the Talmud, that Rav Yosef said: I did not learn this halakha, and Abaye said to 



him in response: You said this to us and it was from this baraita that you said it to 
us. (Nedarim 41a) 

Rav Yosef teaches a baraita: This verse teaches that both the tablets of the 
Covenant and the pieces of the broken tablets are placed in the Ark. One should 
learn from here that with regard to a Torah scholar who has forgotten his Torah 
knowledge due to circumstances beyond his control, e.g., illness, one may not 
behave toward him in a degrading manner. (Menachot 99a) 

How Many Arks? 
ֹחוּל־יֽנֵשְׁ ֞�לְ־לסׇפְּ ילַ֗אֵ הוָֹ֣הְי רמַ֧אָ אוהִ֜הַ תעֵ֨בָּ ִנֹשׁארִ֣כָּ ם֙יִנבָאֲ ת֤  ןוֹר֥אֲ ֖�לְּ תָישִׂ֥עְָו הרָהָ֑הָ ילַ֖אֵ הלֵ֥עֲַו םי֔
׃ץעֵֽ  

Thereupon God said to me, “Carve out two tablets of stone like the first, and 
come up to Me on the mountain; and make an ark of wood. (Devarim 10:1) 

Rashi: Now this was not the Ark which Bezaleel made for the Tabernacle, 
because with the Tabernacle they did not occupy themselves until after the Day 
of Atonement, for only when he came down from the mountain on that day did he 
give them the command regarding the construction of the Tabernacle, and 
Bezaleel made the Tabernacle first and afterwards the Ark and the other articles 
(Berakhot 55a). It follows, therefore, that this was another Ark; and it was this, 
that went forth with them to battle, whilst that which Bezaleel made went forth to 
battle only once, in the days of Eli  

It was stated: “Rebbi Jehudah ben Laqish says, two arks were travelling with 
Israel in the desert; one in which the Torah was deposited and one in which the 
broken pieces of the tablets were deposited. The one in which the Torah was 
deposited was put into the Tent of Meeting; that is what is written: Moses and the 
Ark of the Eternal’s covenant did not move from the camp. The one in which the 
broken pieces of the tablets were deposited was going out and coming in with 
them. But the Rabbis say, it was only one, and once it went out in the days of Eli 
and was taken prisoner. (Shekalim 6:1) 

Ivrit or Ashurit? 
ֹתּכְִיַּו ֹחלֻּהַ־לעַֽ ב֨ ָוֹהְי ר֩בֶּדִּ רשֶׁ֣אֲ םירִ֔בָדְּהַ תרֶשֶׂ֣עֲ תאֵ֚ ןוֹשׁ֗ארִהָ בתָּ֣כְמִּכַּ ת֜  שׁאֵ֖הָ ¨וֹתּ֥מִ רהָ֛בָּ םכֶ֥ילֵאֲ ה֨

׃ילָֽאֵ הוָֹ֖הְי םנֵ֥תְִּיַּו להָ֑קָּהַ םוֹי֣בְּ  

After inscribing on the tablets the same text as on the first—the Ten 
Commandments that God addressed to you on the mountain out of the fire on 
the day of the Assembly—God gave them to me. (Devarim 10:4) 

Mar Zutra says, and some say that it is Mar Ukva who says: Initially, the Torah 
was given to the Jewish people in Ivrit script, and the sacred tongue. It was given 
to them again in the days of Ezra in Ashurit script and the Aramaic tongue. The 



Jewish people selected Ashurit script and the sacred tongue for the Torah scroll 
and left Ivrit script and the Aramaic tongue for the commoners. . .  

Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi says: Initially, the Torah was given to the Jewish people in 
this script, [Ashurit. Once the Jewish people sinned, it turned into an impairment 
for them [and they began writing with a different script, Libona’a]. Once they 
repented, the first script was returned to them, (Sanhedrin 21b) 

Israel and Egypt 
־תאֶֽ ע֙רַזְתִּ רשֶׁ֤אֲ םשָּׁ֑מִ םתֶ֖אצְָי רשֶׁ֥אֲ אוהִ֔ םִ֙ירַ֙צְמִ ץרֶאֶ֤כְ א֣� הּתָּ֔שְׁרִלְ ה֙מָּשָׁ֙־אבָ התָּ֤אַ רשֶׁ֨אֲ ץרֶאָ֗הָ יכִּ֣
ֹעקָבְוּ םירִ֖הָ ץרֶאֶ֥ הּתָּ֔שְׁרִלְ ה֙מָּשָׁ֙ םירִ֥בְֹע םתֶּ֜אַ רשֶׁ֨אֲ ץרֶאָ֗הְָו ׃קרָָֽיּהַ ןגַ֥כְּ ֖�לְגְרַבְ תָיקִ֥שְׁהְִו ֔�עֲרְזַ  רטַ֥מְלִ ת֑
ֵניעֵ דימִ֗תָּ הּתָֹ֑א שׁרֵֹ֣דּ �יהֶ֖�אֱ הוָֹ֥הְי־רשֶׁאֲ ץרֶאֶ֕ ׃םִימָּֽ־התֶּשְׁתִּ םִימַ֖שָּׁהַ ָנשָּׁהַ ת֙ישִׁרֵמֵֽ הּבָּ֔ ֙�יהֶ֙�אֱ הוָֹ֤הְי י֨  ה֔
׃הֽנָשָׁ תירִ֥חֲאַ דעְַ֖ו  

For the land that you are about to enter and possess is not like the land of Egypt 
from which you have come. There the grain you sowed had to be watered by 
your own labors, like a vegetable garden; but the land you are about to cross into 
and possess, a land of hills and valleys, soaks up its water from the rains of 
heaven. It is a land that the Eternal your God looks after, on which the Eternal 
your God always keeps an eye, from year’s beginning to year’s end (Devarim 
11:10-12) 

Rain Reward 
ָיהְָו ֹמשָׁ־םאִ ה֗  וֹד֔בְעׇלְוּ ם֙כֶיהֵֽ�אֱ הוָֹ֤הְי־תאֶ הבָ֞הֲאַלְ םוֹיּ֑הַ םכֶ֖תְאֶ הוֶּ֥צַמְ יכִֹ֛נאָ רשֶׁ֧אֲ יתַֺ֔וצְמִ־לאֶ וּ֙עמְשְׁתִּ עַ֤

ֶנגָדְ תָּ֣פְסַאְָו שׁוֹק֑לְמַוּ הרֶ֣וֹי וֹתּ֖עִבְּ םכֶ֛צְרְאַ־רטַֽמְ יתִּ֧תַָנְו ׃םֽכֶשְׁפְַנ־לכׇבְוּ םכֶ֖בְבַלְ־לכׇבְּ ֹריתְִו �֔  �רֶֽהָצְִיְו ֖�שְֽׁ
)14-11:13 םירבד(  

I therefore withheld the rain from you 
Three months before harvesttime: 
I would make it rain on one town 
And not on another; 
One field would be rained upon 
While another on which it did not rain 
Would wither. (Amos 4:7) 

Rabbi Abbahu said: The day of rain is greater than the resurrection of the dead. 
The reason is that while the resurrection of the dead benefits only the righteous, 
rain benefits both the righteous and the wicked.  

Rav Yehuda said: The day of the rains is as great as the day on which the Torah 
was given, as it is stated: “My doctrine [likḥi] shall drop as the rain” (Deuteronomy 
32:2) (Taanit 7a) 

Rain in its Time 
ֶנגָדְ תָּ֣פְסַאְָו שׁוֹק֑לְמַוּ הרֶ֣וֹי וֹתּ֖עִבְּ םכֶ֛צְרְאַ־רטַֽמְ יתִּ֧תַָנְו ֹריתְִו �֔   ׃�רֶֽהָצְִיְו ֖�שְֽׁ



I will grant the rain for your land in season, the early rain and the late. You shall 
gather in your new grain and wine and oil (Devarim 11:14) 

  )ארזע ןבא( :הנשה תלחתב אוהו הבוט הנש לע הרויש םשג .הרוי

 לכׇּ תוֹשׂעֲלְַו ,ןהֶיתֵוֹריפֵּ תאֶ סיִנכְהַלְוּ ,ןהֶיתֵוֹגּגַּ חַיטִהָלְ תוֹיּרִבְּהַ תאֶ הרֶוֹמּשֶׁ — ״הרֶוֹי״ :ןַנבָּרַ וּנתָ◌ּ◌
 הָידֶוּדגְּ תחֵַנ הֵוּרַ הָימֶלָתְּ״ :רמַאֱֶנּשֶׁ ,םוֹהתְּ דעַ הּקָשְׁמַוּ ץרֶאָהָ תאֶ הֶורְמַּשֶׁ :רחֵאַ רבָדָּ .ןהֶיכֵרְצׇ
 . . .ףעַזַבְּ דרֵוֹי וֹניאְֵו תחַַנבְּ דרֵוֹיּשֶׁ — ״הרֶוֹי״ :רחֵאַ רבָדָּ .״¨רֵבָתְּ הּחָמְצִ הָנּגֶגְֹמתְּ םיבִיבִרְבִּ
 יבִּרַ יבֵדְּ .לאֵרָשְִׂי לשֶׁ ןהֶיתֵוּישְׁקַ למָּשֶׁ רבָדָּ :לאֵוּמשְׁ רמַאָ ידֵּיאִ רבַּ יאלַיהְִנ ברַ רמַאָ — ״שׁוֹקלְמַ״
 .ןישִּׁקַּהַ לעְַו תוֹלילִמְּהַ לעַ דרֵוֹיּשֶׁ רבָדָּ :אָנתָּ אתָיִנתְמַבְּ .הָישֶּׁקַבְּ האָוּבתְּ אלֵּמַמְּשֶׁ רבָדָּ :אָנתָּ לאעֵמָשְִׁי
)ו תינעת(  

The Sages taught: The first rain falls in Marḥeshvan and the last rain in Nisan. 
Do you say that the first rain is in Marḥeshvan, or perhaps it is only in the month 
of Kislev? The verse states: “I shall give the rain of your land in its due time, the 
first rain and the last rain” (Deuteronomy 11:14). Just as the last rain falls in its 
due time, so too, the first rain falls in its due time. Once Nisan has ended and the 
rains subsequently fall, this is not a sign of a blessing (Taanit 6a) 

Bringing the Temple Home:  
Grain, Wine and Oil רהציו שורית ןגד  
O children of Zion, be glad, 
Rejoice in the ETERNAL your God. 
For you have been given the early rain out of kindness, 
Now the rain is made to fall [as] formerly— 
The early rain and the late—  

And threshing floors shall be piled with grain, 
And vats shall overflow with new wine and oil. (Yoel 2:23) 

 

 

 


