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II Kings 24 1a7m 4

(18) Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he began to reign; and he
reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Hamutal
the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. (19) And he did that which was evil
in the sight of Hashem, according to all that Jehoiakim had done. (20)
For through the anger of Hashem it came to pass in Jerusalem and Judah,
until He had cast them out from His presence. And Zedekiah rebelled
against the king of Babylon.

II Kings 25
(1) And it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month,

on the tenth day of the month, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
came, he and all his army, against Jerusalem. And he encamped against
it, and they built a bulwark around it. (2) So the city was under siege until
the eleventh year of King Zedekiah. (3) On the ninth day of the month
the famine was severe in the city, so that there was no bread for the
people of the land. (4) Then the city was broken into, and all the men of
war fled by night by the way of the gate between the two walls, which
was by the king's garden — now the Chaldeans were surrounding the
city — and the king went by the way of the Arabah. (5) But the army of
the Chaldeans pursued after the king and overtook him at the plains of
Jericho; and all his army was scattered from him. (6) Then they took the
king, and carried him up to the king of Babylon to Riblah; and they gave
judgment upon him. (7) And they slew the sons of Zedekiah before his
eyes, and they blinded the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him in chains,
and carried him to Babylon.

II Chrocniles 36

(11) Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he began to reign; and he
reigned eleven years in Jerusalem; (12) and he did that which was evil in
the sight of Hashem his God. He did not humble himself before Jeremiah
the prophet speaking from the mouth of Hashem. (13) And he also
rebelled against king Nebuchadnezzar, who had made him swear by
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Eichah & Yirmiyahu, Rabbi Moshe Shulman

God; but he stiffened his neck, and hardened his heart from turning to
Hashem, the God of Israel.

Rashi ibid

(13) who adjured him by God as is explained in Ezekiel (17:12): "Say
now to the rebellious house, etc." The entire chapter was written
regarding Jehoiachin and Zedekiah: (verse 13f.) "took its king and its
princes, and brought them to him to Babylon," refers to Jehoiachin and
his company. "And he took of the royal seed and formed a covenant with
him," refers to Zedekiah.

Yirmiyahyu 27
(2) "Thus says Hashem to me, 'Make you bonds and bars, and put them

on your neck; (3) and send them to the king of Edom, and to the king of
Moab, and to the king of the children of Ammon, and to the king of Tyre,
and to the king of Sidon, by the hand of the messengers who come to
Jerusalem to Zedekiah king of Judah; (4) and give them a charge to their
masters, saying, 'Thus says Hashem of Hosts, the God of Israel, 'Thus
shall you tell your masters, (5) 'l have made the earth, the men and the
animals that are on the surface of the earth, by My great power and by
My outstretched arm; and I give it to whom it seems right to Me. (6) Now
have I given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of
Babylon, My servant; and the animals of the field also have I given him
to serve him. (7) All the nations shall serve him, and his son, and his
son's son, until the time of his own land come; and then many nations
and great kings shall make him their bondservant. (8) It shall happen,
that the nation and the kingdom which will not serve him,
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and that will not put their neck under
the yoke of the king of Babylon, that nation I will punish,' says Hashem,
'with the sword, and with the famine, and with the pestilence, until I have
consumed them by his hand. (9) But as for you, don't you listen to your
prophets, nor to your diviners, nor to your dreams, nor to your
soothsayers, nor to your sorcerers, who speak to you, saying, "You shall
not serve the king of Babylon', (10) for they prophesy a lie to you, to
remove you far from your land, and that I should drive you out, and you
should perish.

(12) I spoke to Zedekiah king of Judah according to all these words,
saying, "Bring your necks under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and
serve him and his people, and live. (13) Why will you die, you and your
people, by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence, as Hashem
has spoken concerning the nation that will not serve the king of Babylon?
(14) Don't listen to the words of the prophets who speak to you, saying,
'"You shall not serve the king of Babylon'; for they prophesy a lie to you.
(15) 'For I have not sent them', says Hashem, 'but they prophesy falsely
in My name; that I may drive you out, and that you may perish, you, and
the prophets who prophesy to you."

Ibid 28

(1) It happened the same year, in the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah
king of Judah, in the fourth year, in the fifth month, that Hananiah the
son of Azzur, the prophet, who was of Gibeon, spoke to me in the house
of Hashem, in the presence of the priests and of all the people, saying,

Yechezkel 17

(12) "Say now to the rebellious house, 'Don't you know what these things
mean?' Tell them, 'Behold, the king of Babylon came to Jerusalem, and
took its king, and its princes, and brought them to him to Babylon. (13)
And he took of the seed royal, and made a covenant with him. He also
brought him under an oath, and took away the mighty of the land; (14)
that the kingdom might be base, that it might not lift itself up, but that by
keeping his covenant it might stand. (15) But he rebelled against him in
sending his ambassadors into Egypt, that they might give him horses and
much people. Shall he prosper? Shall he escape who does such things?
Shall he break the covenant, and yet escape? (16) As I live,' says Hashem
Elohim, 'surely in the place where the king dwells who made him king,
whose oath he despised, and whose covenant he broke, even with him in
the midst of Babylon he shall die. (17) Neither shall Pharaoh with his
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Eichah & Yirmiyahu, Rabbi Moshe Shulman

mighty army and great company help him in the war, when they cast up
mounds and build forts, to cut off many persons. (18) For he has despised
the oath by breaking the covenant; and behold, he had given his hand,
and yet has done all these things; he shall not escape.'

(19) Therefore thus says Hashem Elohim, 'As I live, surely it is My oath
that he has despised, and My covenant that he has broken, I will even
bring it on his own head. (20) I will spread My net on him, and he shall
be taken in My snare, and I will bring him to Babylon, and will enter into
judgment with him there for his trespass that he has trespassed against
Me. (21) All his fugitives in all his bands shall fall by the sword, and
those who remain shall be scattered toward every wind; and you shall
know that I, Hashem, have spoken it.'

Rashi Brieshit 1:1

IN THE BEGINNING — Rabbi Isaac said: The Torah which is the Law
book of Israel should have commenced with the verse (Exodus 12:1)
“This month shall be unto you the first of the months” which is the first
commandment given to Isracl. What is the reason, then, that it
commences with the account of the Creation? Because of the thought
expressed in the text (Psalms 111:6) “He declared to His people the
strength of His works (i.e. He gave an account of the work of Creation),
in order that He might give them the heritage of the nations.” For should
the peoples of the world say to Israel, “You are robbers, because you
took by force the lands of the seven nations of Canaan”, Israel may reply
to them, “All the earth belongs to the Holy One, blessed be He; He
created it and gave it to whom He pleased. When He willed He gave it
to them, and when He willed He took it from them and gave it to us”
(Yalkut Shimoni Exodus 12:2).

Yirmiyahu 29
(1) Now these are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent

from Jerusalem to the remainder of the elders of the captivity, and to the
priests, and to the prophets, and to all the people, whom Nebuchadnezzar
had carried away captive from Jerusalem to Babylon, (2) after Jeconiah
the king, and the queen mother, and the eunuchs, and the princes of Judah
and Jerusalem, and the craftsmen, and the smiths had departed from
Jerusalem, (3) by the hand of Elasah the son of Shaphan, and Gemariah
the son of Hilkiah, whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent to Babylon to
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, saying,

(4) "Thus says Hashem of Hosts, the God of Israel, to all the captivity,
whom I have caused to be carried away captive from Jerusalem to
Babylon. (5) 'Build houses, and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and
eat their fruit. (6) Take wives, and father sons and daughters; and take
wives for your sons, and give your daughters to husbands, that they may
bear sons and daughters; and multiply there, and don't be diminished. (7)
Seek the peace of the city where I have caused you to be carried away
captive, and pray to Hashem for it; for in the peace of it shall you have
peace.

(8) For thus says Hashem of Hosts, the God of Israel, 'Don't let your
prophets who are in your midst and your diviners deceive you; do not
heed your dreams which you cause to be dreamed. (9) For they prophesy
falsely to you in My name. I have not sent them,' says Hashem.

(10) For thus says Hashem, 'After seventy years are accomplished for
Babylon, I will visit you, and perform My good word toward you, in
causing you to return to this place. (11) For I know the thoughts that I
think toward you,' says Hashem, 'thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to
give you hope in your latter end. (12) You shall call on Me, and you shall
go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. (13) You shall seek Me, and
find Me, when you shall search for Me with all your heart. (14) I will be
found by you,' says Hashem, 'and I will turn again your captivity, and [
will gather you from all the nations, and from all the places where | have
driven you,' says Hashem; 'and I will bring you again to the place from
where I caused you to be carried away captive." (15) "Because you have
said, 'Hashem has raised us up prophets in Babylon;
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Eichah & Yirmiyahu, Rabbi Moshe Shulman

Psalm 137

1 By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, when we
remembered Zion. 2 Upon the willows in the midst thereof we hanged
up our harps. 3 For there they that led us captive asked of us words of
song, and our tormentors asked of us mirth: 'Sing us one of the songs of
Zion." 4 How shall we sing the LORD'S song in a foreign land? 5 If I
forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning. 6 Let my
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, if I remember thee not; if I set
not Jerusalem above my chiefest joy.

7 Remember, O LORD, against the children of Edom the day of
Jerusalem; who said: 'Raze it, raze it, even to the foundation
thereof.' 8 O daughter of Babylon, that art to be destroyed; happy shall
he be, that repayeth thee as thou hast served us. 9 Happy shall he be, that
taketh and dasheth thy little ones against the rock.

Ovadia 1

1 The vision of Obadiah. Thus saith the Lord GOD concerning Edom:
We have heard a message from the LORD, and an ambassador is sent
among the nations: 'Arise ye, and let us rise up against her in battle.'

11 In the day that thou didst stand aloof, in the day that strangers carried
away his substance, and foreigners entered into his gates, and cast lots
upon Jerusalem, even thou wast as one of them. 12 But thou shouldest
not have gazed on the day of thy brother in the day of his disaster, neither
shouldest thou have rejoiced over the children of Judah in the day of their
destruction; neither shouldest thou have spoken proudly in the day of
distress. 13 Thou shouldest not have entered into the gate of My people
in the day of their calamity; yea, thou shouldest not have gazed on their
affliction in the day of their calamity, nor have laid hands on their
substance in the day of their calamity. 14 Neither shouldest thou have
stood in the crossway, to cut off those of his that escape; neither
shouldest thou have delivered up those of his that did remain in the day
of distress. 15 For the day of the LORD is near upon all the nations; as
thou hast done, it shall be done unto thee; thy dealing shall return upon
thine own head. 16 For as ye have drunk upon My holy mountain, so
shall all the nations drink continually, yea, they shall drink, and swallow
down, and shall be as though they had not been.

Yechekel 25

(1) The word of Hashem came to me, saying, (2) "Son of man, set your
face toward the children of Ammon, and prophesy against them, (3) and
tell the children of Ammon, 'Hear the word of Hashem Elohim. Thus
says Hashem Elohim, 'Because you said, 'Aha, against My sanctuary,
when it was profaned; and against the land of Israel, when it was made
desolate; and against the house of Judah, when they went into captivity,
(4) therefore, behold, I will deliver you to the children of the east for a
possession, and they shall set their encampments in you, and make their
dwellings in you. They shall eat your fruit, and they shall drink your
milk.

(5) I will make Rabbah a stable for camels, and the children of Ammon
a resting place for flocks, and you shall know that I am Hashem. (6) For
thus says Hashem Elohim, 'Because you have clapped your hands, and
stamped with the feet, and rejoiced with all the disdain of your soul
against the land of Israel; (7) therefore, behold, I have stretched out My
hand on you, and will deliver you for a spoil to the nations; and I will cut
you off from the peoples, and 1 will cause you to perish out of the
countries. [ will destroy you; and you shall know that I am Hashem."
(8) Thus says Hashem Elohim, "Because Moab and Seir say, 'Behold,
the house of Judah is like all the nations;' (9) therefore, behold, I will
open the side of Moab from the cities, from his cities which are on his
frontiers, the glory of the country, Beth Jeshimoth, Baal Meon, and
Kiriathaim, (10) to the children of the east, to go against the children of
Ammon; and I will give them for a possession, that the children of
Ammon may not be remembered among the nations. (11) And I will
execute judgments on Moab; and they shall know that I am Hashem."
(12) Thus says Hashem Elohim, "Because Edom has dealt against the
house of Judah by taking vengeance, and has greatly offended, and
revenged himself on them; (13) therefore thus says Hashem Elohim, 'T
will stretch out My hand on Edom, and will cut off man and animal from
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Eichah & Yirmiyahu, Rabbi Moshe Shulman

it; and I will make it desolate from Teman; even to Dedan shall they fall
by the sword. (14) I will lay My vengeance on Edom by the hand of My
people Israel; and they shall do in Edom according to My anger and
according to My wrath; and they shall know My vengeance," says
Hashem Elohim.

Yechezkel 26

(1) It happened in the eleventh year, in the first day of the month, that
the word of Hashem came to me, saying, (2) "Son of man, because Tyre
has said against Jerusalem, 'Aha, she that was the gate of the peoples is
broken; she is turned to me; I shall be replenished, now that she is laid
waste,' (3) therefore thus says Hashem Elohim, 'Behold, I am against
you, Tyre, and will cause many nations to come up against you, as the
sea causes its waves to come up. (4) They shall destroy the walls of Tyre,
and break down her towers. I will also scrape her dust from her, and
make her a bare rock. (5) She shall be a place for the spreading of nets
in the midst of the sea; for I have spoken it,' says Hashem Elohim; 'and
she shall become a spoil to the nations. (6) Her daughters who are in the
field shall be slain with the sword; and they shall know that I am
Hashem.'
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