Va’Etchanan: Nachamu Nachamu Ami (Isaiah 40:1-26)

Words of Consolation
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(1) Comfort ye, comfort ye My people, Saith your God. (2)
Bid Jerusalem take heart, And proclaim unto her, That her
time of service is accomplished, That her guilt is paid off;
That she hath received of the Lord's hand Double for all
her sins.
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Preparing the Way for God’s Appearance

(3) Hark! one calleth: 'Clear ye in the wilderness the way
of the Lord, Make plain in the desert A highway for our
God. (4) Every valley shall be lifted up, And every
mountain and hill shall be made low; And the rugged shall
be made level, And the rough places a plain; (5) And the
glory of the Lord shall be revealed, And all flesh shall see
it together; For the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.'
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God’s Word is Eternal

(6) Hark! one saith: 'Proclaim!' And he saith: 'What shall |
proclaim?' 'All flesh is grass, And all the goodliness
thereof is as the flower of the field; (7) The grass
withereth, the flower fadeth; Because the breath of the
Lord bloweth upon it— Surely the people is grass. (8) The
grass withereth, the flower fadeth; But the word of our
God shall stand for ever.'
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Consolation redux

(9) O thou that tellest good tidings to Zion, Get thee up
into the high mountain; O thou that tellest good tidings to
Jerusalem, Lift up thy voice with strength; Lift it up, be not
afraid; Say unto the cities of Judah: 'Behold your God! '
(10) Behold, the Lord God will come as a Mighty One, And
His arm will rule for Him; Behold, His reward is with Him,
And His recompense before Him. (11) Even as a shepherd
that feedeth his flock, That gathereth the lambs in his
arm, And carrieth them in his bosom, And gently leadeth
those that give suck.
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God’s Strength and Wisdom

(12) Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand,
And meted out heaven with the span, And comprehended the
dust of the earth in a measure, And weighed the mountains in
scales, And the hills in a balance? (13) Who hath meted out
the spirit of the Lord? Or who was His counsellor that he
might instruct Him? (14) With whom took He counsel, and
who instructed Him, And taught Him in the path of right, And
taught Him knowledge, And made Him to know the way of
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discernment?
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The Nations are Insignificant in His Sight

(15) Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are
counted as the small dust of the balance; Behold the isles are
as a mote in weight. (16) And Lebanon is not sufficient fuel,
Nor the beasts thereof sufficient for burnt-offerings. (17) All
the nations are as nothing before Him; They are accounted by
Him as things of naught, and vanity.
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No Comparison with Ido

latry

(18) To whom then will ye liken God? Or what likeness will ye
compare unto Him? (19) The image perchance, which the
craftsman hath melted, And the goldsmith spread over with
gold, The silversmith casting silver chains? (20) A holm-oak is
set apart, He chooseth a tree that will not rot; He seeketh
unto him a cunning craftsman to set up an image, that shall
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not be moved.
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Creation vs. Incapacity

(21) Know ye not? hear ye not? Hath it not been told you
from the beginning? Have ye not understood the foundations
of the earth? (22) It is He that sitteth above the circle of the
earth, And the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers; That
stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, And spreadeth them
out as a tent to dwell in; (23) That bringeth princes to
nothing; He maketh the judges of the earth as a thing of
nought. (24) Scarce are they planted, Scarce are they sown,
Scarce hath their stock taken root in the earth; When He
bloweth upon them, they wither, And the whirlwind taketh
them away as stubble. (25) To whom then will ye liken Me,
that | should be equal? Saith the Holy One. (26) Lift up your
eyes on high, And see: who hath created these? He that
bringeth out their host by number, He calleth them all by
name; By the greatness of His might, and for that He is strong
in power, Not one faileth.
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Ibn Ezra (40:1)
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the preceding chapter it is predicted that all the treasures of
the King, and even his sons, will be carried away to Babylon;
this sad prediction is properly followed by the words of
comfort.

These first comforting promises, with which the second part
of the book of Isaiah begins, refer, as R. Moses Hakkohen
believes, to the restoration of the temple by Zerubbabel;
according to my opinion to the coming redemption from our
present exile; prophecies concerning the Babylonian exile are
introduced only as an illustration, showing how Cyrus, who
allowed the captive Jews to return to Jerusalem, .... About
the last section of the book there is no doubt, that it refers to
a period yet to come, as | shall explain.—It must be borne in
mind, that the opinion of the orthodox, that the book of
Samuel was written by Samuel, is correct as regards the first

is confirmed by the fact that the book of Chronicles contains

down to Zerubbabel.—The words Kings shall see and arise,
princes and shall worship (49:7) support this view, though

arise, etc., when they hear the name of the prophet, even

This chapter has been placed here for the following reason: in

part, till the words And Samuel died (1 Sam. 25:1); this remark

the names (of the descendants of David) in genealogical order

they might also be explained as follows: Kings and princes will
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after his death. The reader will adopt the opinion which 7
recommends itself most to his judgment. .
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Am the same who says of Cyrus, “He is My shepherd; He shall fulfill all My purposes! He shall
say of Jerusalem, ‘She shall be rebuilt, And to the Temple: ‘You shall be founded again.””
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Thus said the LORD to Cyrus, His anointed one— Whose right hand He has grasped, Treading
down nations before him, Ungirding the loins of kings, Opening doors before him And letting no
gate stay shut: | will march before you And level the hills that loom up; | will shatter doors of
bronze And cut down iron bars.

Antiquities of the Jews — Book XI

Containing the Interval of 253 Years 5 Months.
[From the first of CYRUS to the death of ALEXANDER the Great.]

CHAPTER 1.

How Cyrus, King of the Persians, (1) delivered the Jews out of Babylon, and
suffered them to return to their own country, and to build their temple: for which
work he gave them money.

1. [An. 536.] IN THE FIRST YEAR of the reign of Cyrus; which was the seventieth from
the day that our people were removed out of their own land into Babylon; (2) God
commiserated the captivity and calamity of these poor people: according as he had
foretold to them by Jeremiah the Prophet, before the destruction of the city; that after
they had served Nebuchadnezzar, and his posterity; and after they had undergone that
servitude seventy years, he would restore them again to the land of their fathers; and
they should build their temple, and enjoy their ancient prosperity. And these things
God did afford them. For he stirred up the mind of Cyrus, and made him write thus
throughout all Asia: “Thus saith Cyrus the King: since God Almighty hath appointed
me to be King of the habitable earth, I believe that He is that God, which the nation of


https://penelope.uchicago.edu/josephus/ant-11.html#EndNote_Ant_11.2b

the Israelites worship. For indeed he foretold my name by the Prophets, and that I
should build him an house at Jerusalem, in the country of Judea.”

2. This was known to Cyrus by his reading the book which Isaiah left behind him of
his Prophecies. For this Prophet said, that God had spoken thus to him in a secret
vision: “My will is, that Cyrus, whom I have appointed to be King over many and
great nations, send back my people to their own land, and build my temple.” This was
foretold by Isaiah one hundred and forty years before the temple was demolished.
Accordingly when Cyrus read this, and admired the divine power, an earnest desire
and an ambition seized upon him, to fulfil what was so written. So he called for the
most eminent Jews that were in Babylon, and said to them, that “He gave them leave
to go back to their own country, and to rebuild their city Jerusalem, (3) and the temple
of God; for that he would be their assistant; and that he would write to the rulers and
governors that were in the neighborhood of their country of Judea, that they should
contribute to them gold and silver, for the building of the temple; and besides that,
beasts for their sacrifices.”

Ben Sira 48:22-25

Hezekiah and Isaiah

" Hezekian fortified his city
and had water brought into it;
With bronze tools he cut through the rocks
and dammed up a mountain site for water.
'8 During his reign Sennacherib led an invasion
and sent his adjutant;
He shook his fist at Zion
and blasphemed God in his pride.
2'God struck the camp of the Assyrians
and routed them with a plague.
22 For Hezekiah did what was right
and held fast to the paths of David,
As ordered by the illustrious prophet
Isaiah, who saw truth in visions.
21n his lifetime he turned back the sun
and prolonged the life of the king.
4By his powerful spirit he looked into the future
and consoled the mourners of Zion;
2 He foretold what would happen till the end of time,
hidden things yet to be fulfilled.
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And when they shall say unto you: 'Seek unto the ghosts and the familiar spirits, that chirp and
that mutter; should not a people seek unto their God? on behalf of the living unto the dead.
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Said Rabbi Simon: Beeri, the father of Hosea son of Beeri, prophesied these two verses, but,
since they were not enough for a Book, they were attached to "Isaiah." And he prophesied them
concerning the exile of the ten tribes, when Sennacherib exiled the Reubenites and the Gadites,
and he exiled him with them, as it is said (I Chron. 5:6): "Beerah his son, whom Tilgathpileser
exiled; he was the prince of the Reubenites."
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Norman and Hellen Bentwich: Mandate Memories, 1918-1948 (London, 1965)
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“On his first Saturday in the country H.E. again disregarded any possib
danger, and walked from Government House [on the Mount of Olives], to tf
large Synagogue in the Old Ciey,

e accompanied by Norman and ot
Jewish officers in the government. I went with them, and

see the great crowds of Jews lining the nar
whelmed with Joy at greeting this fellow

land and held the highest position in the Jand. They were silent, as it is not th,
custom m Jerusalem to cheer, but they clapped their hands, and many of the
older men, looking like the patriarchs with thejy long heards and the sidecur.
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